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Power and Cor rup t ionPower and Cor rup t ionPower and Cor rup t ionPower and Cor rup t ionPower and Cor rup t ion

Sta tement o f Lord Acton has become a common adage that we a l l  know, ‘ ‘Power tends to

cor rupt , and abso lu te power cor rupts abso lu te ly . ’ ’  Perhaps l ike other messages of great men

i t has a lso been s ta ted in an abso lu te term. As we are observ ing and rea l is ing now-a-days

that even par t ia l power cor rupts abso lu te ly . So i t  is not essent ia l fo r a power to become

abso lu te to cor rupt a soc ie ty or sys tem abso lu te ly .

However we know Marx ism has a def in i te re la t ionsh ip wi th power . Perhaps the phrase

‘ ‘D ic ta torsh ip of the Pro le tar ia ts ’ ’  created a huge uproar throughout the wor ld for the las t one

hundred and f i f ty years . Spec ia l ly among them who are scared by the i r f reedom and pr iva te

property. But i t is a separate issue. We can say this much that Marx-Engels and his fol lowers

had in mind that genera t ion af te r genera t ion th is downt rodden peop le are abused by the

absolute power of the higher caste , the proper t ied c lass. To counter th is natura l soc ia l imbal-

ance the pro le tar ia ts would dethrone the bourgeo is ies and implement the i r Raj . However i t

would be uproar ious laughter to dream of i t now in th is s i tuat ion. So i t is bet ter to consider

th is so ca l led democra t ic sys tem as a mana f rom heaven, as th is sys tem wi l l  cont inue.

Gradua l ly i t  would be an endured matured sys tem in th is process . There is a lo t o f change

sur round ing us . Th is change wi l l  cont inue though in sna i l  space.

But we are now conv inced that the po l i t i c ians are consc ious ly cor rupt ing the youth and

common people of our backward communi ty for the i r own c lass in teres t .  As a consequence

there are thorough ly cor rupt o f f i c ia ls and jud ic ia ry . Even the h ighest o f f i ce of the s ta te is

charged wi th cor rupt prac t ices . There is no magic to save the count ry f rom th is k ind of

d isaster . In a democrat ic system the pol i t ic ians have the power to deceive, power of enchant-

ment . Th is pecu l ia r lops ided growth of th is soc ie ty has the power of cont ro l l ing common man

a u t o m a t i c a l l y .

But there is no way out regard ing th is re la t ionship of power and corrupt ion, as the prop-

er t ied c lass wi l l  d ic ta te the po l icy of the count ry . They main ta in a beaut i fu l ,  organ ised nexus

wi th the state machinery and the pol i t ic ians. They are highest abusers of power and they are

the c i tade l o f cor rupt ion . They are the agenc ies of a l l  sor ts of inhuman, misch ievous acts at

the name of deve lopment , modern isa t ion , and indust r ia l i za t ion . They gradua l ly purchase the

to ta l admin is t ra t ion . So anybody who has a good in tent ion to curb the cor rupt prac t ices f rom

th is complex soc ia l system, i f anybody is earnest ly t ry ing to check the abuses of power then

he has to wage war aga ins t th is misch ievous , cor rupt , power-hunger , debauch, inhuman

proper t ied c lass and the i r puppet po l i t i ca l agents .

We have to keep in mind that whatever we see in super f ic ia l pol i t ica l arena of the state

ul t imate ly in any cr i t ica l juncture th is proper t ied c lass give an almighty wrench, and the whole

handle came of f . They become the de facto power. So i t is necessary that the have-nots wi l l

have to be ‘ ‘ the c lass for i tse l f ’ ’  as ear ly as poss ib le to counter th is imbalance. P A S
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The Ones ide of Neo-Lef t MindsetThe Ones ide of Neo-Lef t MindsetThe Ones ide of Neo-Lef t MindsetThe Ones ide of Neo-Lef t MindsetThe Ones ide of Neo-Lef t Mindset

Dhi rendranath Gangopadhyay

'Neo le f t ' ,  is today 's s tudent-youth ’s se l f -s ty led des ignat ion . Neole f t mindset , neo le f t thought

process have at t rac ted spec ia l a t ten t ion and in teres t to the Soc ia l is t Psycho log is t .  In var ious

count r ies surveys are done in var ious ange ls regard ing th is neo le f t -psycho logy . We are get t ing

resul ts of some of the surveys wi th d is turb ing regular i ty . There are hot debates regard ing th is

survey repor ts . Al l the surveys and i ts resul ts are designed and f ramed ei ther in bourgeoises-

soc ia l theory or Freudian or neo-Freudian convic t ion. Inspi te of th is the surveys are based on

fact and as the resul ts of the surveys are not preconcieved so the object iv i ty of i t is intact .

Bourgeo ises newspapers are spec ia l ly in teres ted about the neo le f ts . Due to the benevo lent

a t t i tude of the newspapers the i r leaders are now wor ld famous ce lebr i t ies . Thei r ant i -es tab l ish-

ment att i tude has inf luences much to the student-youth of the world as a whole. In the market

of art and l i terature the Hippy-Beatles inf luence is intact, though it is a bit gloomy due to the

mi l i tant at t i tude of today 's neolef t . In the Sixty 's the role of the 'Act iv is ts ' of neolef t movement

have increased much, the ' recess ive 's are ex i t ing f rom the arena of s t rugg le as a form of

re t reat . In the per iod when some years ago, s tudent-youths were act ive ly par t ic ipa ted in the

count ry l ike South-Korea, Turkey, Indonesia in r ight or le f t po l i t ics then s imul taneously Europe-

Amer ica were not so declarat ive about the inf luence of the act iv is ts of th is neo-lef t movement .

Today accord ing to the demand of the neo le f t leadersh ip g loba l ly a lmost everywhere th is

movement has spearheaded aga ins t the ru l ing c lass of every Sta te .

We can f ind out some examples of th is st ruggle and mi l i tancy of the neolef t act iv is t such

as two years ago in the month of May the movement in france what is according to the neoleft

on incomple te revo lu t ion that has been sabotaged by the Communis t .  From there i t  was seen

a pro tes t-movement by the s tudents aga ins t the war-monger ru l ing c lass at the c i ty Borneo,

Mani la . Again we can see in whole Amer ica there is protest-movement of the students against

the war policy of Nixon administrat ion. And also we can see just few days ago in an incidence

the peace-keep ing force randomly f i red at Kent Sta te Univers i ty campus and k i l led four male

and female students . We can conc lude that th is is due to increas ing in f luence of the mi l i tant

s t rugg le of the neo le f t ac t iv is ts . In the contemporary per iod the overa l l  pro tes t-movement o f

the neo le f ts aga ins t war and agress ive po l icy a lso inc luded the pro tes t-movement aga ins t

Goldameyar-Mosedayen admin is t ra t ion of Is rea l .  Th is neo le f t movement cer ta in ly not creat ing

so much pressure so that the Is rea l-Amer ican admin is t ra t ions are chang ing the i r po l icy but

they have created t roub le to the admin is t ra t ion . So the Sta te sponsored newspapers and fac t

f inders of those count r ies cannot deny the s ign i f i cance of the ro le of neo le f t movement .

Neo le f t mindset is in f luenc ing the form, va lues , ob jec t ives of th is pro tes t movement and

to some extent cont ro l l ing th is movement . On the other hand there mindset is a lso in f luenced

by the form and content of this movement. The form of movement is dif ferent in dif ferent t ime-

space. Somewhere i t  is subdued, somewhere i t  is acute . Aga in somewhere i t  is c losed-

conf ined and somewhere i t  is spread ing l ike cancer . Somet imes i t  is l i ke subter ranean Falgu

river and in the next t ime it is l ike reckless Padma. According to the neoleft , this rest lessness

and uncer ta in i ty is the charac ter is t ics of the i r movement .

In the paper publ ished f rom London 'New Lef t Rev iew ' in i ts Nov.-Decm.1968, issue wrote

in i ts ed i tor ia l co lumn, "The May revo lu t ion in France was foreseen by nobody. I t burs t upon

the wor ld wi thout warn ing ." (p . 1 ) I t  has no s imi la r i ty wi th any predetermined pat tern . The

work ing class of France has lost thei r revolut ionary potent ia l i ty . The work ing class are support-

ers of bourgeo ise . They have no compla in t aga ins t the bourgeo ise , they have no d iscontent

aga ins t them. Th is k ind of s ta tement seems t rue af te r i t  is seen f rom the surveys of bour-

geoise socio logists . But later i t is observed that the stream of revolut ion has not wi thered. As

i f sudden ly ear thquake s tar ted wi thout g iv ing any s igna l in the se ismograph. 2 The ed i to r

quest ioned – how we can exp la in th is exp los ion in the consc iouness? Get t ing panacea f rom

this new left movement those who were seemed to be dormant and about to die suddenly open

the i r eyes , c l inch the i r f is t and ra ised i t  towards the sky and take oath for revo lu t ion . The

change of mindset is genera l ly a sudden onset . The work ing c lass who are now contended,

doc i le and fo l lowers of bourgeo ise tomorrow they may be d is loged revo lu t ionary . Regard ing

evo lu t ion of consc iousness whatever gradua l deve lopment theory pub l ic ised t i l l  today proved

unsubstant ia l by th is May revo lu t ion . In the new le f t movement the charac ter o f spontaneous

and suddeness is spec ia l ly expressed.3

I f  we admi t Danie l Cohn Bendi t as the representa t ive of the new- le f t then we can come

to the conc lus ion that the ro le of Communis t Par ty is exhausted . There is no va lue of o ld

styled movement for any kind of social change or change of State Power. So the new left are

not only against any party but also i t oppose formation of any kind of organisat ion. They have

avers ion and acute hat red towards any form of organ isa t ion , Communis t Par ty , t radeun ions

e t c . 4

The book wr i t ten by Bendi t brothers4 has intensely cr i t ic ised the univers i ty Course-Curr iculm,

teach ing method, organ isa t ion , management sys tem. I t has a lso expressed in tense hat red

aga ins t the Communis ts and t radeun ion leaders . The cont rad ic t ion of Capi ta l ism has been

re f lec ted in the un ivers i ty . The un ivers i ty has turned in to a pro f i t  mak ing machine that is

creat ing beaurocra t ic templa te to ass is t the bourgeo ise dest roy ing the young s tudents . In one

hand they are creat ing eng ineers , mechanic , manager , psycho log is t ,  soc io log is t ,  c le rks , sk i l led

labour etc . to meet the demand of th is socia l system. On the other hand i t is inst igat ing so

that they can incu lca te humanism, humanis t ic ar t and l i te ra ture and can create in tense urge

regard ing inquest o f ph i losoph ica l sc ience. But i t  is not poss ib le for th is sys tem to coverup

4

1 . The May Revolu t ion in France was foreseen by nobody. I t burs t upon the wor ld wi thout warn ing – Edi tor ia l

In t roduct ion ; New Lef t Rev iew ,  Nov-Dec. 1968, p . 1 .

2 . The whole apparatus of soc io logy – po l l ,  tes ts and quest ionar ies – was brought to bear , not on ly by

bourgeo is scho lars but a lso by soc ia l is ts , in order to show that the work ing c lass has los t i ts impulse to

cha l lenge the s ta tus quo. . .  . We know now that a l l  th is specu la t ion is ut ter ly d iscred i ted . Advanced cap i ta l is t

soc ie ty does not reduce a l l  i ts c i t i zens in to he lp less automat ion , incapable of exerc is ing f ree and independent

ac t ion . The wel l -spr ing of revo l t has not dr ied up. [ Ib id p .2] .

3 . How do we exp la in th is sudden swi tch of consc iousness, th is abrupt reversa l f rom acceptance to rebe l l ion ,

f rom obedience to mut iny? . . .  We need a theory of dua l consc iousness, a theory that can take account

o f abrupt and un-expected a l ternat ions and swi tches . Just as h is tory shows uneven and conf ined deve l-

opment , so too does consc iousness .

4 . Obsole te Communism : The Lef t Wing Al ternat ive  ; Danie l Cohn Bendi t & Gabr ie l Cohn Bendi t .
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i t s inherent exp lo i t ing nature . The vanguard sect ion of the s tudent communi ty , though they

were in i t ia l l y jo ined to become a par t o f th is exp lo i t ing sys tem, now rea l ise the cor rupt ,

inhuman causes of th is exploi t ing system. The Univers i ty that is try ing to transform him a part

o f th is automaton-machine is now in i t ia t ing h im for emanc ipat ing revo lu t ion . I t  is indoct r ina t ing

h im for some emanc ipat ing revo lu t ionary act iv i t ies . I t  is insp i r ing h im to dest roy a l l  sor ts o f

exp lo i ta t ion and beaurocra t ic organ isa t ion .

Apar t the s ta tement o f neo le f t leader is someth ing l ike th is – the course-cur r icu lum,

organ isa t ion and management  not a s ing le sys tem cou ld manage to  change i tse l f  w i th the

qu ick ly chang ing wor ld order . They become the s tumbl ing b lock and obst ruc t ing the smooth

running of the universi ty. In this si tutat ion the protest ing, struggl ing lef ts are want ing to capture

the admin is t ra t ion of un ivers i ty through the i r movement . They are now prepar ing themselves

for the post of administrat ion of the factor ies. But how this could be possible? Is i t  possible

by some spontaneous movement or by some sudden upsurge? Whatever op ined by our

leaders th is angry protests of the neole f t are not at a l l  spontaneous or sudden. Reading one

survey repor t wr i t ten in 1963 we come to know that a sect ion of s tudent communi ty o f

conservat ive Great Br i ta in are gradual ly prepar ing themselves for angry pro tes t for the las t 7-

8 years.5 Some years before we have seen the dominat ing character of angry youth in the art

and l i te ra ture .

In our count ry a lso the pro tes t movements , chaos and ind isc ip l ine among students aga ins t

management and cur r icu lum agains t un ivers i ty are as o ld as more than one decade. Th is

anger was vis ib le as spark much before and now i t is concentrat ing as f i re for a long per iod

of t ime. I f  i t  gets a favourab le soc io-po l i t i ca l env i ronment then i t  gets f la re up. Not on ly

s tudents or the youths a l l  ca tegor ies of peop le are annoyed i r respect ive of age, re l ig ion or

occupat ion . The s tudents are prev i leged to express the i r anger so they are express ing the i r

hat red aga ins t th is o ld soc ia l es tab l ishment a f te r the i r conso l ida t ion . They want to dest roy

everything. One are hear ing such words from our leaders. Certa in ly there is some truth in th is

words . But we cou ld not f ind the cause of th is in tens i f ied , ex tens ive pro tes t o f the s tudent

communi ty f rom the i r speech. We can guess the p ic ture f rom the i r speeches that we are

pass ing in a per iod of t rans i t ional cr is is . And th is per iod of t rans i t ional cr is is is not only for

the s tudent-youths , more or less a l l  peop le are in f luenced by i t  and due to th is a spec ia l

menta l s ta te has evo lved.

I have said earl ier that unini t iated people may feel bewi ldered in the vortex of this current

and counter-cur rents . The externa l changes occur so rap id that any person may fee l bewi lder-

ment in th is s i tua t ion . . . .  There is s t rugg le between reason ing , ra t iona l i ty and idea l ism. The

wor ld that was fami l ia r to me, I can recogn ised i t  eas i ly is gradua l ly become b lur red and a

new world is emerging in front of me that is quite unknown to me as it is of dif ferent colour

and shape. Which one of i t is for myself or mine? Transit ional cr is is is simiar to a soldier in

the front ier in a cri t ical l i fe and death situat ion. We want to inform the Bendit brother 's or the

edi tor of 'Neo-lef t Review' that they are also in a trance state. Upsurge in the month of May

in Par is was not any iso la ted or spontaneous inc idence. Th is is the re f lec t ion of ex is t ing

gradua l cr is is o f Capi ta l ism. The revo lu t ionary theor ies that they want to produce are of

idea l is t ic ph i losophers . I t  is an ex is t ing t rend to produce th is k ind of no causa l re la t ionsh ip

indeterminate for t i tous , cont ingency , spontaneous, unpred ica tab le theor ies 6 jus t to be l i t t le

Marx ism. And a l l  these react ionary theor ies are fa ls i f ied by the Marx is ts .

To expedi te the revo lu t ionary process i f we re ly much upon some unsc ient i f i c , ant i -Marx is t

theor ies then we would exped i te ins tead of revo lu t ion , the process of counter- revo lu t ion .

Marx is ts can pred ic t regard ing the fu ture s i tua t ion wi th the he lp of d ia lec t ica l mater ia l ism. We

do not expect that this predict ion would be true with hundred percent exactness. But that does

not mean that every th ing is occur ing spontaneous ly , acc ident ly , a l l  are unpred ic tab le , there is

no gradua l growth and deve lopment e tc . .  I f  th is theor ies are p laced on ly then th is theor ies

would not be true as it would be onesided. We can tell them the same words what Willam Ash

has wr i t ten target t ing  the ant-Marx is ts . 7

Though this neo-lef t propagandists do not tel l us direct ly not to make any future predict ion

or straight forowardly they are not reject ing Marxism. But what they are doing in their pract ices

are jus t counter ing Marx ism. They are comment ing that one cannot get any fu ture pred ic t ion

f rom Marx is t ana lys is o f soc ia l -h is tory . I t  is equa l to deny the Marx is t ana lys is o f soc ia l -

h is tory . I t is imposs ib le to pred ic t exact ly the date and t ime of revo lu t ion . But I t is poss ib le

for the Marx is ts to ar range and p lan the i r s t ra tegy- tac t ics regard ing revo lu t ionary s i tua t ions in

a count ry . The revo lu t ions of the count r ies of Russ ia , China, Cuba do not prove the theor ies

of the neo- le f t .  In Russ ia and China the Communis t par t ies had cor rec t ly presume the revo-

lu t ionary cond i t ions and they were successfu l regard ing the revo lu t ion by a d isc ip l ined s t rug-

g le . In Cuba Cast ro and h is fo l lowers have r igh t ly presumed the date and t ime of revo lu t ion

so they cou ld organ ise the revo lu t ion . Russ ia , China or Cuba no where Communis t par t ies

have c la imed that they have done the revo lu t ion by any spontaneous revo lu t ionary method.

What the neo- le f t  have cons idered as 'spontaneous ' is ac tua l ly the spec ia l type of cont inuum
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5 . The second group, forming a minor i ty o f a quar ter , responded pos i t ive ly to my

quest ion : ‘Are you angry about someth ing ’? But the anger was ra ther concocted

and lukewarm. The answers run as fo l lows:

‘ ‘ I  am angry about the way Br i ta in is run ’ ’

‘ ‘ I  am angry about noth ing get t ing done, about our s tagnant soc ie ty ’ ’

‘ ‘ I  am angry about the commerc ia l ism and mater ia l ism; of our o lder generat ion ’ ’ . . .

‘ ‘ I  am angry about our educat iona l sys tem’ ’

‘ ‘ I  am angry about the H. Bomb’ ’

‘ ‘ I  am angry about the present soc ie ty , i t  is a l l  wrong ’ ’

‘ ‘ There is a lo t o f good in rebe l l ion of youth ’ ’

‘ ‘ I  am angry at be ing t reated as a ch i ld ’ ’

‘ ‘ I  am angry aga ins t those who are te l l ing me what to do. ’ ’

Ferdy and Zweig : The Student in the Age of Anx ie ty – A Survey of Oxford and

Manchester s tudents : ( 1963 – p. 129) .

6 . ü¥ó±ðßÂ •¿òëÂ× ÎùôÂéÂ ¿õþ¿öÂëÂ×— õùËåò  ‘‘This means that we must reject those traditional theories of strategy

and tac t ics which have postu la ted and emphas ised the gradual growth of consc iousness . . .  . I t  env isages

the gradua l growth of a mass par ty , d i rec ted phase by phase and step by s tep by an en l igh tened vanguard

unt i l  eventu l ly a moment of cr is is is reached and the process cu lminates in revo lu t ion . ’ ’  (New Lef t Rev iew

: op cit : pp. 2-3)

8 . Nomina l ly behav iour ism impl ies the s tudy of the behav iour on an imals under the in f luence of ex terna l s t imul i .

The behav iour of an imals and of men too, is sa id to be the sum-to ta l o f the body ’s responses to externa l

s t imul i ,  under whose in f luence the an imal organ ism engages in pure ly mechanica l exerc ise . Hence re jec t ion

of the consc ious act iv i ty o f an imals and men, which is d isso lved in the mechanica l responses of the

organ ism. There is no ind icat ion whatsover of any act iv i ty o f the consc iousness, or of man’s reason. Th is

behav iour is t v iew of psych ica l ac t iv i ty o f an imals and men is pure ly mechanica l , overs imple and vu lgar .

(Kursanov G. – Fundamenta ls of Dia lec t ica l Mater ia l ism  : pp. 108-109)



of c lass s t rugg le where quant i ta t ive changes t rans formed in to qua l i ta t ive changes. The theo-

r ies of sudden, acc identa l bomberdment or emergence is not a t a l l  sc ient i f i c .

The neo- le f ts are mechanica l and idea l is ts . Pr imal archetype has a lso evo lu t ionary con-

t inuum. Percept ion do not deve lop in any mat ter sudden ly and spontaneous ly . And i t  has not

been imposed on mat ter by on ly some externa l s t imula t ion . Through mi l l ion years of gradua l

evo lu t ion and deve lopment has acqu i red the power of sensat ion , percept ion , cogn i t ion and the

f i rs t phase of consc iousness gradua l ly . The inorgan ic body has t rans formed in to an organ ic

body . The s ing le-ce l led l i fe has t rans formed in to man af ter mi l l ion years of evo lu t ion .

The neo- le f t do not recogn ise th is gradua l , cont inuous, un in ter rupted evo lu t ion . There is

some reason not to accept th is process . The externa l s t imula t ion of soc ia l rea l i ty when

st imula tes the bra in and nervous system, then on ly gradual ly deve lop the extens ion and depth

of percept ion and consc iousness . I f  we cons ider th is as t rue then we have to respect the

elders , our exper iences and overa l l we wi i l respect our h is tory . I f we admit the dominat ion of

reason ing and ra t iona l i ty then we cannot indu lge the impetuousness . We cannot welcome the

permanent revolut ion. The neo- le f ts for var ious reason have lost the i r respects on thei r e lders .

They want to re jec t the Marx ism as the sen iors th ink that Marx ism is the weapon for revo-

lu t ion. St i l l  they th ink in that l ine .

Marx has g iven t remendous emphas is on mot iva ted goa l or ien ted act iv i ty o f human be ing

and that ob jec t ives shou ld be consc ious and cerebra l .  For any goa l d i rec ted , mot iva ted

consc ious ef fo r t we invar iab ly need p lann ing and p lanned act iv i ty . Marx has suggested us to

surrender our free wi l l to this kind of planned act iv i t ies. There is tremendous, obvious inf luence

of Amer ican Pragmat ism and Behav iour ism in th is spontaneous, cont ingency theor ies of the

neo- le f t . 8 They are hai l ing mechanica l act iv i t ies ins tead of reasoning and rat iona l i ty . Rather we

can say the young revo lu t ionar ies have taken the respons ib i l i t y to pub l ic ise Gesta l t  Theory of

Psycho logy of the oppos i te po le . Once upon a t ime th is idea l is t ic Gesta l t  theor is t had thrown

cha l lenge to the Marx is t 'Cogn i t ion Theory ' .  Sc ient is t Pav lov has re jec ted through exper iment

th is theory of 'sudden emergence of cogn i t ion or Gesta l t  Theory ’ .  Marx ism has been much

benef i t ted by th is sc ient i f i c works of Pav lov . 9

Accord ing to Marx ism, deve lopment o f consc iousness is in t imate ly re la ted soc ia l

deve lopment .The deve lopment o f consc iousness is not an iso la ted event . 10

Have I quoted much f rom Marx is t ph i losophy to ana lyse the s ta tements and act iv i t ies of

th is neo- le f ts? Do they want to be addressed as Marx is t fo l lowers? Is there any va lue of

Marx 's quotat ion to them? I do think that there is. The neo-lef ts are inf luenced by innumerable

ideologies. Marx, Trotsky, Mao, Che, Castro, Marcuse - al l th is personal i t ies have more or less

in f luenced th is neo- le f t .  Among them except Marcuse a l l  are Marx is t .  Marcuse has cor rec ted

Marx ism by Freud. In our count ry a large group of neo- le f t c la im themselves as Marx is t-

Len in is t .  So they cannot deny the bas ic , fundamenta l ,  un iversa l ly recogn ised premises of

Marx ism-Lenin ism. They can ar range the i r s t ra tegy- tac t ics of c lass s t rugg le accord ing to the

favorab le cond i t ions of the soc ie ty but they cannot negate the d ia lec t ica l mater ia l i sm.

I f they anounce that Marx ism is dead or not at a l l appropr ia te for present s i tuat ion or i t

is obsolete, then I have nothing to say. What I th ink, wi th the intent ion to at tack old Marxist

par t ies they are at tack ing Marx is t ph i losophy. In th is they are s t rengthen ing the hands of the

react ionar ies . We shou ld say that the actua l ob jec t ive of the neo- le f t  is to exped i te the

revolut ionary process not to create only disorder or anarchy. After al l they are not l ike Bakunin

or Blankui , the anarchist romant ic or euotopian communist of the last century . At least not al l

neo- le f ts have th is imprac t ica l op in ion that on ly the peasent ry or the lumpen-pro le tar ia te are

capable to do the revolut ion and no one else. I do not th ink that al l of them are inf luenced

by this theory of Marcuse. Certainly they are not thinking after May 1968 that the revolut ionary

potent ia ls o f the work ing c lass of the deve loped cap i ta l i s t count r ies have exhausted . Cera t in ly

they do not want that somebody by mis take ca l l  them pet ty-bourgeo ise romant ic or anarch is t

e x t r e m i s t .

Nobody doubt about the i r earnestness regard ing the pro tes t-movement o f the neo- le f ts

aga ins t Is ra i l  and Amer ica . We welcome the sp i r i t  and enthus iasm of the young genera t ion .

But i f they make funct ionless of the socio-phi losophical t ruth of Marxism after pervert ing i t due

to overenthus iasm of to ta l revolu t ion then they would help surv iva l of the capi ta l ism in death-

bed many more days . So we want to know c lear ly the i r a t t i tude, the i r mindset and a lso we

want to express ourselves to them clearly. I f both of we are sincere and earnest then we can

ab le to come c lose together . I t  is poss ib le to over r ide 'genera t ion gap ' .

Upt i l l  now we have conf ined ourse lves regard ing descr ip t ion of the po l i t i ca l s t ra tegy and

tact ics of neo-lef ts . Now we can try to understand the fundamental causes of their anger. The

chief character of the neo-lef t is to deny, disrespect and reject al l that is old and tradi t ional .

Th is anger , d is respect and hat red have been mani fes ted somet imes by pro tes t- ra l ly , some-

t imes by pro tes t-gather ing . Somet imes they have targeted the educat iona l ins t i tu t ion and

somet imes the of f ice of headmaster or v ice-chance l lo r .  There is sudden f lash of th is f la re of

rage and dest roy every th ing . Somet imes the i r demands are def in i te ly log ica l and somet imes

it is total ly i l logical. I t is not our object ive to determine the rat ional i ty of their demands.We wil l

jus t want to unders tand the mindset and i ts sur round ing env i ronments of our s tudent commu-

n i ty . We wi l l  t ry to ana lyse sympathet ica l ly the soc ioeconomic-cu l tu ra l causes of the i r anger

and hatred. It is needless to say, in this small space it is not possible to make a full analysis.

Over and above there is l imi ta t ion of capac i ty th is wr i te r . We wi l l  take the survey-ana ly t ica l

repor ts that have been publ ished as and when requ i red regard ing th is s tudent unrest . I t  is a

mat ter o f regre t that s t i l l  now we have not seen any mater ia l i s t ic psycho log ica l ana lys is or

discussion. So though we are conscious about our l imi tat ion st i l l we have to our job as much

as possible. I shal l t ry to depict very br ief ly a part of th is problem that is st i l l neglected by
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9 . ‘‘Îá̂Â±Œõ±ðÏËðõþ õM•õÉ ¿ßÂ· îÒÂ±õþ ÕàGÂîÂ±õþ+Âó ÷îÂõ±Ëðõþ Ã›¶¿îÂ¿ò¿ñ Ý Ã›¶õM•±¼ îÒÂ±Ëðõþ ÷îÂ±òÅü±Ëõþ ü÷™¦̧ üÑË•¿ø̧îÂ õþ+Âóý× ýù
¿õËõäÂÉ ¿õø̧ûþ, ÎßÂ±Ëò± ¿õ¿Båi§ Ã›¶ßÂ±ú òûþ¼ Îá̂Â±Œ ús¿éÂõþ ÕïÇ ýù òßÂú±, ¿õ¿ú©† ò÷Åò± õ± Ã›¶¿îÂ÷Ó¿îÇÂ¼ ... Îá̂Â±Œõ±Ëðõþ ¿õË̂±ý
ýù ÷ò™¦̧ËMWõþ Î÷Ìù ü÷üÉ±õþ+ËÂó ¿õË•ø̧í¿S•ûþ±ËßÂ ¦¤ÏßÔÂ¿îÂ Îðõ±õþ ¿õ•ËXÂ¼ Ûý× ðÔ¿©†öÂ¿/¿éÂ öÂ±õþÏ Õ¾ÅîÂ, ßÂ±õþí ¿õ:±Ëòõþ üõ
õ±™¦̧õ Ý Õ±ñÅ¿òßÂ ú±à±ý× ¿õË•ø̧í¿S•ûþ±ËßÂ ¿öÂ¿Mõþ+ËÂó áèýí ßÂËõþ ï±ËßÂ ÛõÑ Ã›¶±õþ¿yÂßÂ ßÂ±Ëæõþ üÓSÂó±îÂ ßÂËõþ Ûý× ¿õË•ø̧íËßÂ
Õõù¥¤ò ßÂËõþý×¼ öÅÂËGÂõþ ¿õ•ËXÂ ÕïÇ±È ÕòÅø̧/õ±Ëðõþ ¿õ•XÂ ÷îÂõ±ð ¿ýËüËõý× Ûý× Îá̂Â±Œõ±Ëðõþ Õ±RÃ›¶ßÂ±ú¼ üõþù Âóõþ±õîÇÂ
Ý üÑËõðò – ÛÒõþ± ðÅ¿éÂËßÂý× Î÷Ëò ¿òËîÂ Õ¦¤ÏßÂ±õþ ßÂËõþËå¼’’ ëÂ×ÂóËõþõþ ëÂ×XÔÂ¿îÂ Õ±ý×.¿Âó. Âó±öÂùËöÂõþ ‘‘õÅñõ±üõþÏûþ Õ±Ëù±äÂò±äÂËS•’’õþ
1934 ü±Ëùõþ 28Îú òËöÂ¥¤Ëõþõþ Õ±Ëù±äÂò± ÎïËßÂ ÎòÝûþ±¼ Âó±êÂßÂËðõþ ÷Ëò õþ±à± ðõþßÂ±õþ, üÑËõðò Ý ¿õË•ø̧íËßÂ Õ¦¤ÏßÂ±õþ ßÂõþ±õþ
ÕïÇ õdõ±ðÏ ÷ò™¦̧MWËßÂ Õ¦¤ÏßÂ±õþ ßÂõþ±¼ ‘‘ýêÂ±È ÆäÂîÂËòÉ±ðûþ îÂMW’’ ÷±ßÇÂüõ±ð-Îù¿òòõ±ð ¿õËõþ±ñÏ¼ – ÎùàßÂ

1 0 . Human consc iousness deve lops cont inuous ly on the bas is of the whole of human soc ia l deve lopment . I t

r ises gradual ly to the leve l o f abst rac t theoret ica l ac t iv i ty when i t takes for i ts ob jec t not on ly the immedia te ly

perce ived th ings , but a lso the i r re la t ions . By re f lec t ing the re la t ions and t ies between ob jec ts , man ident i f ies

h imsel f in the ob jec t ive wor ld and un l ike the an imal , comprehends h is re la t ion to i t .  (Kursanov G: Funda-

menta ls of Dia lec t ica l Mater ia l ism .  p . 106.



Another surveyor c lear ly says that there is s teady dec l ine of s tudent- teacher re la t ionsh ip . 13

This dec l ine creates he lp lessness and insecur i ty among the mind of the s tudents . Anx ie ty and

tens ion e i ther depress h im or ign i te h is res t lessness . He has los t h is natura l dependence on

his teachers so due to insecur i ty and helplessness he has a search for teacher in the society

to whom he can depend. But that teacher is a lso unab le to fu l f i l l  h is demand. That teacher

would not remain the idol to the student . The image of idol gradual ly lost due to erosion. So

eas i ly he become an iconoc las t ,  ant i - t rad i t iona l and d is loya l .  Actua l ly the author i ty , even the

parents do not know that th is k ind of menta l cont rad ic t ion going on the mind of the student .

They e i ther scared or get angry see ing th is k ind of d is rupt ive behav iour o f the i r jun iors .

Pr imar i ly they t ry to pac i fy the i r anger through suggest ions and inst ruct ions. When i t fa i l  then

they t ry to disc ip l ine them through coerc ive measures. In react ion to that the students become

more aggress ive and obst ina te . So one day we see the t r ia l o f s t rength .

On one s ide the parents , teachers and author i ty accuse the contemporary env i ronment

and the pol i t ical part ies. On the otherside the offspr ings take oath to become more violent and

dest ruc t ive wi th the i r d is rupt ive behav iour . At las t the author i ty sur render to the lawlessness

and mad dest ruc t ive , d is rupt ive behav iour o f the s tudents . Student-youth become more in tox i-

ca ted in exh ib i t ing power and for some unknown ob jec t ives to change the s ta te power they

become very much se l f -conf ident to take up s t rugg le on ly in th is v io len t po l i t i ca l pathway. 14

Barre l o f the gun is the on ly po l i t i ca l weapon and t ranqu i l i zer to them.

Margare t Cormack has ra ised the issue of t rans i t iona l cr is is l ike ot her surveyors in th is

s i tua t ion . But she does cons ider th is cr is is on ly as a prob lemof t rans i t ion f rom t rad i t iona l

soc ie ty to modern ise indust r ia l soc ie ty . 15 The mindset o f todays s tudent-youth is very much

dis turbed due lack of the warmthness and secur i ty o f the jo in t fami ly . They have los t the i r

fami ly loya l i t ies but they have fa i led to genera te among themselves the deve lopment o f the

necessary democra t ic e thos for the i r persona l , ind iv idua l growth . So they are vac i l la t ing ,

res t less , d is turbed. They are shat tered and a l ienated wi th the s t r i fe o f d is loya l i ty and revo l t .

They have fa i led to deve lop among themselves the sense of respons ib i l i t y , to propagate

ind iv idua l d ign i ty due to the neg l igence, inexper ience and ignorance of the i r parents , teachers ,

author i ty and e lders . The e lders do not re ly them so they have a lso los t fa i th f rom the i r

e l d e r s . 1 6

the surveyors and ana lys ts .

The s tudent-youths are iconoc las t , ant i - t rad i t iona l and they want to s t r ike a l l  sor ts o f

'Author i ty '  and 'Conformi ty ' .  They want to dest roy a l l  k inds of Ins t i tu t ion . Apparent ly i t  seems

ch ie f charac ter o f the i r mindset is ant i -es tab l ishment and ant i - loya l i ty . That ph i losophy is the i r

driving force. But i f you think properly then we would f ind that they also possess some counter

a t t i tude a lso . In many cases they are jus t fo l lowing some teachers . They are mimick ing the i r

teachers behav iour and they are much loya l to the i r 'Gurus ' .  They are imi ta t ing the examples

of the same ind isc ip l ine , d isorder , i r respons ib le , reck less behav iour in the i r s ta te that  has

been shown and are s t i l l  exh ib i ted by the fa ther- l i ke e lder po l i t i ca l leaders in Corpora t ion ,

Assembly , Par l iament e lec t ions in post- independent Ind ia .

They are act iva ted by rec iprocat ing the same behav iour as a pro tes t and d is respect , the

behav iour exh ib i ted by the i r e lders and fa ther- f igures . Are our teachers exh ib i ted any form of

'd isc ip l ine '  in the i r pro tes t-movement for the las t few years? Do the teacher-guard ians can

c la im any sor t o f d isc ip l ine , loya l i ty e tc . f rom the s tudents . In rep ly to that they would say

that they are s t rugg l ing agains t the ru lers and oppresors for the i r min imum demands, so they

have no other way but to fight in this way. For this reason if they have violated the parliamentory

ru les , d ign i ty o f democracy then the concern ing author i ty is respons ib le for th is prob lems.The

sen iors are creat ing an ind isc ip l ine cond i t ion in the i r pro tes t-movement and par t ia l l y success-

fu l to meet up the i r demands so the jun iors are fo l lowing them and they have choosed the

same way. 11

The author i ty unders tand on ly one language – the language of hat red and anger . The

dia logue is going on only in th is language. The author i ty only surrenders to a vio lent protest-

behav iour . So the oppos i t ion par ty is hab i tuated in per forming that behav iour in the ins t i tu t ion

and the s tudents are fo l lowing the i r d is loya l i ty . There are complex in termix ing of d is loya l i ty ,

loya l i ty , pro-es tab l ishment , ant i -es tab l ishment behav iour among the s tudents .  We f ind same

kind of doub le s tandard in behav iour among the s tudents apar t f rom the educat iona l ins t i tu-

t ions . In ones ide they are exh ib i t ing unquest ioned loya l i ty to ideo log ies of Mao, Marcuse or

Che Guevara and on the others ide they are showing anger and hat red aga ins t the estab l ish-

ment , t rad i t iona l par t ies , s ta te government e tc . .  We shou ld enqu i ry the cause beh ind th is

double standard. I t is not possible for anybody to f ind out the exact causes except the Marxist

a n a l y s t s .

The surveyor-ana lys ts have g iven t remendous emphas is on prob lems on adopt ing fau l ty

methodo logy of educat ion sys tem and course-cur r icu lum regard ing s tudent- ind isc ip l ine .We

cannot deny the i r emphas is . The surveyors are a lso in teres ted in another sub jec t .  They want

to know teacher-s tudent re la t ionsh ip . From one authent ic f ie ld-s tudy (F ie ld-Stud ies in the

Sociology of Educat ion – 1965-66) we came to know that the teachers are fai l ing to ful f i l l the

expecta t ion of the s tudents . 12

1 09

1 1 . . . .  As s tudents have been succeeding in most o f the i r ind isc ip l ined adventures , i t  has been proved to them

that the i r methods are r igh t . Th is is heavy wine indeed and they are in tox ica ted by the i r power aga ins t

confused and vac i l la t ing author i t ies . (Cormach Margare t t : She Who Rides a Peacock ;  Ind ian Students &

Soc ia l Change – a research ana lys is , As ia Publ ish ing , 1961 p . 210) .

1 2 . Accord ing to major i ty o f the s tudents , teachers should behave as second parent . However , i t  can be eas i ly

assumed that th is expecta t ion of the s tudents is not to be fu l f i l led as the system goes at present . So th is

image of the s tudents regard ing the i r teachers is bound to fa l l  to p ieces [Fie ld Stud ies in the Soc io logy of

Stud ies : R. Mukher jee , S. Bandopadhyaya and K. Chat topadhyaya : p . 165] .

1 3 . Ind ian educat ion has a lways res ted on ro te- learn ing (we have found few ins t ruc tors who even quest ion th is

method) , but i t  a lso had the ‘ ‘guru ’ ’  – the master teacher who was a persona l mentor and ‘ ‘ fa ther ’ ’  to a smal l

number of s tudents . A student ident i f ied wi th h is guru , wi th h is chosen master , in a l l  l i fe va lues .

The system of h igher educat ion in Ind ia is bas ica l ly a ‘ ‘ lec ture-examinat ion ’ ’  sys tem . . .  has d iscarded the

tu tor ia l sys tem inherent in both the Engl ish and the anc ient Hindu system. What is now termed ‘ ‘ tu tor ia l ’ ’  in

some ins t i tu t ions is mere token of the pr inc ip le . . .

Any system that is ‘ ‘ impersona l ’ ’ ,  ra ther than ‘ ‘persona l ’ ’  tends to become mechanized. Few human beings

en joy be ing un i ted in a sea of anonymi ty . . . .  I t  is d i f f i cu l t to move f rom the in t imate warmth of the fami ly

to a large and co ld ins t i tu t ion . . .  [Cormach Margare t t : She Who Rides a Peacock ,  p . 194].

1 4 . I t  seems c lear that the cur rent o lder generat ion is not he lp ing youth in the i r prob lems of enter ing a new

age. In fac t the o lder generat ion is baf f led by youth and as the i r vo ices grow shr i l le r , the erupt ions of

ind isc ip l ine become more ser ious . ( Ib id p . 211 )

1 5 . The psycho logy of youth shou ld be cons idered in any ana lys is of changes f rom t rad i t iona l to modern l i fe .

( I b i d )

1 6 . Modes of obedience and loya l ty to super iors , funct iona l to a ver t ica l h ierarch ica l soc ie ty , are not acceptab le

to those moving in to a compet i t i ve and more hor izonta l soc ie ty . But modes of ‘ ‘ respons ib i l i t y ’ ’  and ‘ ‘ t rus t ’ ’

necessary to the la t ter type of soc ie ty , are as yet ne i ther operat ive nor unders tood. ( Ib id p . 210)



In th is contex t the surveyors are unnecessar i l y dragg ing 'Oed ipus Complex ' ,  mak ing the

s i tu ta t ion more prob lemet ic . They do not g ive due impor tance to the soc ia l rea l i ty and sta t ing

that growth and deve lopment as a so le in f luenc ing fac tor o f innate ins t in tua l endowment .

According to them i t is natural for the adolescents of age group sixteen to nineteen to revol t

aga ins t the i r fa thers . 17 The immature mind of the ado lescent gradua l ly s tar t t rans forming

towards matur i ty in th is age and they deve lop ind iv idua l i ty . They have con jec tured and ex-

p la ined by Odepus Complex wi th th is observat iona l t ru th that Ind ian ado lescent mature more

early at least in mind. They have failed to realise this simple truth that the crit ical social reality

has forced the ado lescents to t rans form in th is cond i t ion .

Because he has no clear idea about the cr is is of t ransi t ional phase. I f only consider that

we are passing through the phase from tradi t ional old society to a modernise industr ia l society

then we would not f ind the whole exp lanat ion of th is d is rupt ive , reck less behav iour o f the

Ind ian s tudent . There are much more prob lem-r idden externa l s t imula t ions that are t remen-

dous ly in f luenc ing the ind iv idua l psyche. There is fa i lu re of s ta te p lann ing . There are huge

unemployment , to ta l uncer ta in i ty among student-youth regard ing fu ture , economic prob lem as

ut ter pover ty , deve lopmenta l prob lem, prob lem of in ternat iona l re la t ions such as atomic war-

fare , V ie tnam-Cambodia aggress ion of USA, d iv is ion in the In ternat iona l Communis t move-

ment e tc . .  Due to a l l  th is turbu lances the mind of s tudent-youth are i l l  and ag i ta ted .

A wide gap has been created between ob jec t ive and i ts a t ta inment . The s tudent-youth is

v is ib ly perturbed comprehending th is gap. I t is a fact that we have kept our footstep in Moon

yet we are not able to solve our basic day to day problems. This d ispar i ty prevai l ing in the

soc ie ty is very much pa in fu l to the s tudent-youth . He would not to le ra te th is k ind of defeat .

He wants to march forward in the speed of Jet p lane. On the cont rary the Par ty , Sta te ,

Admin is t ra t ion, Estab l ishment are forward ing in snai l space. They want to a l lege the e lders for

to le ra t ing the beauerocra t ic autocracy , iner tness , sabotage and consp i racy aga ins t revo lu t ion

and they burst in anger . In many si tutat ion his anger may be i r rat ional but we have to keep

in mind that the youth mind is much more emot iona l than ra t iona l .

Europe-Amer ica are ready for second indust r ia l revo lu t ion . Af ter revo lu t ion Ind ia may

accompany them in th is indust r ia l revo lu t ion . React ionary forces are act ive to thwar t the

advancement o f th is wor ld . They are res is t ing implementa t ion of th is indust r ia l revo lu t ion . Th is

indust r ia l revo lu t ion would rad ica l ly change the qua l i ty o f l i fe o f common people . I t  would

create immense weal th . But th is is only poss ib le i f the gr ip of the imper ia l is t are over thrown.

Then on ly the foundat ion of our new c iv i l i sa t ion would be made. Todays s tudent-youths are

very much overburdened wi th a l l  th is prob lems. Today 's cr is is is compr is ing a l l  th is mat ters .

The student-youths are bewi ldered fac ing th is cr is is . Who wi l l  g ive the address of th is touch-

s tone so that every th ing shou ld be turned in to go ld fo l lowing i ts touch? Who wi l l  g ive the

address of the shor tes t route to ach ieve th is goa l? Who are posses ing the key to open the

lock of th is gateway so that we can reach that heaven of new civ i l isat ion? The minds of the

s tudent-youth are res t less and t rembl ing wi th th is thoughts and fee l ings . The young mind is

fu l l  o f expecta t ion , need and imaginat ion so i t  is easy to a l lu re them. I t is not d i f f i cu l t  to

confuse them.                                                        July 1970

1 7 . . . .  Some smal l p ieces of research in Ind ia ind ica te the Oedipus Complex in boys at the age of 12 or 13,

the ado lescent ‘ ‘dec lara t ion of independence ’ ’  or ‘ ‘an t iau thor i ty ’ ’  per iod at 16-19. These per iods are both

mani fes ta t ions of ear ly concept of se l f .  ( Ib id p . 206)

Tsunami Af te rmath :Tsunami Af te rmath :Tsunami Af te rmath :Tsunami Af te rmath :Tsunami Af te rmath :

The Nuc lear Story o f JapanThe Nuc lear Story o f JapanThe Nuc lear Story o f JapanThe Nuc lear Story o f JapanThe Nuc lear Story o f Japan

Beas Mukher jee

Japan is an is land nat ion of East Asia extending along the Paci f ic Coast of Asia . I t consis ts

of about 3,300 islands of which 4 major is lands are Houshu (the mainland), Hokkaido, Shikoku

and Kyushu.

Japan has a s t ra to vo lcan ic-arch ipe lago compr is ing of Wor ld 's ten percent o f ac t ive vo l-

canoes and ly ing dangerously over four tectonic plates i .e . Eurasian plate, Phi l l ip ine Sea plate,

Pac i f i c p la te and Nor th Amer ican p la te which are at constant mot ion . The Pac i f i c vo lcanoes

and the tectonic plates make Japan l ie on a very crut ial instabi l i ty as a result of which Japan

has as many as 1 ,500 ear thquakes every year on an average, wi th average magni tude of 4-

6 on the Richter scale . People of Japan have learned pat ient ly through thei r past exper iences

to l ive through da i ly t remors as par t o f the i r l i ves .

A long wi th Japan 's geograph ica l wooes, Japan has faced one of the most dreaded man-

made ca lami ty o f Wor ld 's h is tory – the tw in atomic bomb exp los ions of Hi rosh ima and Naga-

sak i .  No other nat ion knows ' rad ia t ion '  bet te r than Japanese and they would bear i ts mark

through many generat ions to come. But , a d isaster of such epi tome could not stop th is brave

and f igh t ing race to use th is same nuc lear energy as a major energy supp ly o f the nat ion .

There are 55 nuclear p lants operat ing throughout the count ry wi th the f i rs t l ight water reactor

tha t s tar ted in 1970's in coopera t ion wi th Amer ican sectors , when the concept o f nuc lear

energy was seen wi th much in t imidat ion in other par ts o f the Wor ld par t icu lar ly As ia .

The Day tha t Shook Every th ingThe Day tha t Shook Every th ingThe Day tha t Shook Every th ingThe Day tha t Shook Every th ingThe Day tha t Shook Every th ing

11 th March, 2011 is the day that shook everyth ing! The Paci f ic tectonic p late is d ipping under

Nor th Amer ican p la te at a ra te of 8-9 cm./year but on 11 th March there was a sudden

movement o f Pac i f i c p la te evok ing a mass ive ear thquake of magni tude 8.9 on Richter sca le

at a depth of 17 mi les be low Ear th 's sur face . The ep icenter o f the quake was approx imate ly

72 kms east o f Osh ika and s tar ted an ear thquake at 14:46 JST (Japan s tandard t ime) wi th

to ta l dura t ion of 6 devasta t ing minutes .

Japan has one of the best metero logy depar tment wi th an ef f ic ien t and accura te 'Tsunami

Warn ing Cent re ' .  Immedia te ly Japan Metereo log ica l Agency issued a warn ing ascr ibed as

'Major Tsunami '  and expect ing waves to be at leas t 3 met res h igh . Evacuat ion orders were

issued a long Japan 's Pac i f i c Coast and at leas t 20 other count r ies inc lud ing ent i re Pac i f i c

Coast o f Nor th Amer ica and South Amer ica .

Wi th minutes af ter the quake ext remely dest ruc t ive tsunami waves of upto 23.6 metres

height st ruck Japan wi th an overwhelming accelerat ion of 2.99g. The nearest major c i ty to the

quake was Sendai , Houshu approx imate ly 130 kms away. Wi th in th i r ty minutes , power fu l

tsunami waves swept Sendai a i rpor t runways wi th debr is , cars and aerop lanes l ike a ch i ld 's

p lay . The tsunami inundated a to ta l area of 470 sq. kms. o f Japan.P A S
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Nat iona l Po l ice Agency has of f ic ia l l y conf i rmed death of 1 1 ,004 people , 2,778 in jured and

17 ,339 miss ing . These numbers are expected to increase to tower ing tens of thousands.

Nuc lear P lan ts - Ye t ano ther d isas te rNuc lear P lan ts - Ye t ano ther d isas te rNuc lear P lan ts - Ye t ano ther d isas te rNuc lear P lan ts - Ye t ano ther d isas te rNuc lear P lan ts - Ye t ano ther d isas te r

The nuc lear power p lants of the East Coast i .e . Fukush ima, Onagawa and Taka i were h i t

by the enormous tsunami waves . Fukush ima, Onagawa, Taka i power s ta t ions cons is t ing of a

to ta l e leven reactors were automat ica l ly shut down fo l lowing the ear thquake.

On 12th March, a large exp los ion b lew away the roof and outer wal ls o f Reactor 1 ,

Fukush ima power p lant rea l is ing large amount o f smoke and dust in to the atmosphere which

was thought to be due to bui l t up hydrogen gas wi th in the reactor . On the same day, Japan

Atomic Energy Agent ranked the nuc lear d isas ter on the In ternat iona l Nuc lear Event Sca le

( INES) a '4 ' on a sca le of 0-7, jus t be low the 'Three Mi les Is land ' acc ident in terms of

ser iousness. But , on 18th Mach, the condi t ion was re-evaluated and the cr is is level was given

5 on 0-7 scale.

On 13th March, Sunday part ia l nuclear meltdown started at reactors 1 and 3 due to fai lure

of the coo l ing sys tem.

On 14th March, a t around 11 :00 JST another exp los ion at Reactor 3 caused the exter io r

wal l  to co l lapse. Unl ike the other f ive reactor un i ts , reactor 3 runs on mixed Uran ium and

Plu ton ium Oxide , mak ing i t  potent ia l l y dangerous in an inc ident due to neut rogen ic e f fec t o f

P lu ton ium on reactors and carc inogen ic e f fec t o f Uran ium on humans.

Desp i te the coo l ing ef fo r ts by spray ing ocean water by he l icopters there was another

exp los ion on March 15th at 06:10 JST at reactor 2 of Fukush ima caus ing rad ia t ion of 821

micros iever ts/hour . Reactors 1 ,2 ,3, had mel tdown due to h igh temperature and fa i lu re to coo l

down. Same day, Japan suspended opera t ions at Fukush ima 1 p lant . As on 16th March, 5

plant workers have died, 22 injured and 2 lef t missing. Ult imately, 20th March, Fukushima was

dec lared to be c losed. Res idents l iv ing wi th in a 20Km. rad ius of  Fukush ima 1 p lant were

evacuated as wel l  as res idents wi th in 3 Kms of Fukush ima 2.

In Onagawa Nuc lear Power p lant a turb ine sect ion was on f i re which was soon ext in-

gu ished. As the rad ioact iv i ty leve l crossed the safe- l ine marg ina l ly , the lowest leve l o f s ta te

emergency was dec lared . In Taka i Nuc lear p lant , number 2 reactor shut down automat ica l ly

but two out o f three d iese l genera tors used to power the coo l ing sys tem was out o f order .

3/11/11 lef t Japan wi th 4.4 mi l l ion people who were wi thout electr ic i ty , 1 .04 mi l l ion people

wi thout access to safe dr ink ing water and wi th yet another nuc lear d isas ter cast ing b lack

shadow over her head.

Consequences and therea f te rConsequences and therea f te rConsequences and therea f te rConsequences and therea f te rConsequences and therea f te r

Radioact iv i ty has grave ef fect on human being when in high amount . Commonest gastro intest inal

e f fects are nausea, vomi t ing and diar rhoea. There is gradual hai r loss or a lopecia . Radioact ive

substances af fec t a l l  the ce l ls rap id ly d iv id ing so i t  a f fec ts the ce l lu la r components of b lood,

caus ing rap id decrease in WBC count . In long term the v ic t im deve lops leukemia , lymphoma,

in fer t i l i t y and hear t fa i lu re . Radio iso tope iod ine comple te ly dest roys the thyro id ce l ls .

Wi th the calamity and a nuclear disaster lurk ing ahead there is a debate r is ing about the

fu ture of nuc lear p lants .

Nuc lear P lan ts - Fr iend or FoeNuc lear P lan ts - Fr iend or FoeNuc lear P lan ts - Fr iend or FoeNuc lear P lan ts - Fr iend or FoeNuc lear P lan ts - Fr iend or Foe

Are the nuc lear p lants mank ind 's newest Franke ins te in? The wor ld has a l ready taken s ides ,

but we have to know the need and extend we can go ahead.

F i rs t o f a l l ,  w i th ever increas ing human popula t ion and exponant ia l ly pro l i fe ra t ing c iv i l i za-

t ion we need an a l te rnat ive power source . The foss i l  fue ls are dep le t ing at a fas t ra te ,

moreover every fossi l fuel we burn we add up to the amount of green house gases and further

choke our already choking earth. A coal  power plant has a lesser shelf l i fe than nuclear power

plant . The coal mines around the World causes 10,000 of deaths of miners each year due to

acc idents . Miners suf fer f rom heal th hazards as s i l i cos is , lung carc inoma. Improper f i l l ing of

mines p i t causes land s l ides in many count r ies . An a l te rnat ive source other foss i l  fue ls may

also put an end to the aggression of the 'capitalists' countries to the oil rich countries of Middle

East and Af r ica . Nuc lear power is undoubted ly a c lean source of power , which makes i t  a

favor i te a l te rnat ive for env i ronmenta l is ts .

But before opt ing for nuc lear power p lants few p lann ing and management schemes have

to be re-eva luated . Japan bu i l t  i ts Nuc lear power p lants keep ing in mind the se ismic act iv i ty

and the tsunami but not the two forces together . Before set t ing up a nuc lear p lant the

topograph ica l aspect has to be accounted and wors t case scenar io has to be p lanned for in

ahead. The archi tecture of the nuclear plant has to be apt for coping up natural calamit ies as

ear thquakes, tsunamis , cyc lones , hur r icane, for that an in ternat iona l commi t tee can be pro-

posed compr is ing of best heads in Wor ld in f ie ld o f arch i tec ture , meteoro logy , meta l lu rgy and

remote sens ing .

Every country with a proposed nuclear plant have to have a rapid action force only in case

of an emergency for rapid evacuation of 10 miles radius of the plant and its immediate closure

and management .

Another impor tant s ide of nuc lear power p lants is the spent fue l .  Not even Amer ica have

deve loped a po l icy for d isposab le of the rad ioac t ive waste products genera ted in a nuc lear

power p lant . I f  we have to opt for nuc lear energy , we have to th ink about a bet ter way of

d isposa l o therwise i t  would add up to our worr ies .

And last but not the least, in times we live we have to think about terrorist attacks in these

nuclear power plants. Securi ty of the plants has to be top notched to avoid any such incident.

C o n c l u s i o nC o n c l u s i o nC o n c l u s i o nC o n c l u s i o nC o n c l u s i o n

Japan has taught us a very momentous lesson that even wi th thousand p lans and manage-

ment, nuclear power has grave hazards under si tuat ion l ike this . India has to be very caut ious

about u t i l i z ing rad ionuc lear power . F i rs t ly , Ind ia has Wor ld 's second largest popu la t ion so any

natura l or man-made d isas ter wi l l  cause mani fo lds loss of human resources as compared to

Japan. Here we can remember the Bhopal d isaster . We have to accept we are nowhere near

the d isas ter management sk i l l s o f Japan, ne i ther do we have the s incer i ty towards our

respons ib i l i t ies . Nuc lear power p lants requ i re a very scru t in iz ing main ta inance on da i ly bas is

which doubted ly can be g iven in our count ry .

Regard ing the prospect o f c lean env i ronment f r iend ly a l te rnat ive power source , the best

ava i lab le to us i .e . so lar , wind, water and b iomass has not been ut i l i zed to i ts potent ia l .  Ind ia

is a dense ly popu la ted count ry and has h igh so lar inso la t ion ( inso la t ion is a measure of so lar

radiation in a given surface area in a given time), an ideal combination for harnessing solar power.
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With 300 clear , sunny days per year on an average, Indias theoret ical solar power recep-

t ion on i ts land area is 5 t r i l l ion Ki lowat ts/ hour which is far more than cur rent energy

consumpt ion . Only a min iscu le of less than 0.2% of Wor ld 's energy supp ly has be ing through

so lar energy , a l though Spain , Germany, I ta ly , France have made rap id progress in th is f ie ld

in recent past due to var ious incent ive programs.

But a signi f icant problem with solar power is the capital instal lment cost and the product ion

cost per un i t is 15-30 rupees as compared to 5-8 rupees of that for convent iona l thermal

energy. Government funded solar energy in India has only 6.4 megawatts year as on 2005 but

the br ighter aspect is that Government in form of 'Jawahar la l Nehru Nat ional Solar Mission ' has

sanct ioned 10 b i l l ion rupees for ins ta l la t ion of c lean energy estab l ishments .

Another env i ronment f r iend ly source is wind and water energy . There has be ing a lo t o f

theoret ical discussion about these aspect but th is is the opportune t ime to br ing those ideat ion

in to pragmat ic Wor ld .

Moreover , Ind ia has an advantage over o ther count r ies be ing an agr icu l tu ra l and an imal

husbandry based country. Biogas is a potent ial source of energy both in smal l and large scale.

I t  can be produced in s imple and non-expens ive procedures .

So, before set t ing up a nuclear power plant in India we have to understand the pros and

cones of the situation. A coin has two sides – a cliche but a truth as well, nuclear power does

have i ts advantage but i ts impor tance in pre tex t o f our count ry is quest ionab le . We have to

channe l ize what we have learned f rom Japan in to a r igh teous path by f ind ing a ba lance

between what we dream about as romant ics and what we actua l ly need as humantar ians .
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Why I am a Mater ia l i s tWhy I am a Mater ia l i s tWhy I am a Mater ia l i s tWhy I am a Mater ia l i s tWhy I am a Mater ia l i s t

J. B. S Haldane

When I say I am a mater ia l is t I mean that I be l ieve in the fo l lowing sta tements :

1 . Events occur which are not perce ived by any mind.

2 . There were unperce ived events before there were any minds .

And I a lso bel ieve, though th is is not a necessary log ica l deduct ion f rom the former two,

tha t :

3 . When a man has d ied he is dead.

Further, I think that i t is desirable that other people should bel ieve these statements. I do

not mean that I believe that the universe is a machine, nor that I am a machine; nor yet that

consciousness does not exist , or has a lesser real i ty (whatever that means) than matter . When

I say ‘ ‘ I bel ieve’ ’ I do not mean the word in the sense in which a fervent Chr is t ian uses i t

concern ing the Virg in Mary, Pont ius Pi la te , and others who f igure in the creeds. I mean i t in

the ordinary sense, in which, for example, I believe that dinner wil l be waiting when I go home,

though of course the cook may go on st r ike or the ch imney may catch f i re . That is to say

I act, and propose to act, on the basis that material ism is true. But I am prepared to consider

ev idence to the cont rary . And I cer ta in ly don ’ t get shoked or angry i f  someone cr i t i c izes or

doubts the t ru th of mater ia l ism.

Now the word ‘ ‘mater ia l ism’ ’ is used, par t icu lar ly in cont roversy , to imply a be l ie f that a

good dinner is bet ter than a good deed. In fact , a mater ia l is t is supposed to be a man who

has, or does h is best to have, and so on. I t  is not obv ious why th is shou ld be so. Other

peop le ’s meals are as mater ia l as mine, and a bank ba lance is not someth ing tang ib le , l i ke

a cel lar fu l l of gold and jewels.

In prac t ice I have found that pro fessed mater ia l i s ts are genera l ly less se l f i sh than pro-

fessed ideal ists. For ideal ism is a remarkably useful device to enable us to bear other people 's

i l ls , and part icular ly thei r poverty . I t is easy to persuade ourselves that the poor have var ious

spi r i tual b lessings. But i t is not so easy, when one’s own af fa i rs are concerned, to avoid the

at t i tude of the ideal is t of whom i t was wr i t ten :

There was a fa i th-hea ler o f Deal

Who sa id : ‘ ‘A l though pa in isn ’ t  rea l ,

When I s i t on a pin and i t punctures my skin

I dis l ike what I fancy I feel . ’ ’

I do not of course deny that some ideal ists are excel lent people, and some mater ia l ists coarse

and self ish. But on the whole I think the contrary is true, for reasons which wi l l appear later.

Fi f teen years ago I was a mater ial ist in pract ice, but not in theory, I treated myself as a

mater ia l system. We al l do this to some extent . When we want to go somewhere we get into

a t ra in or bus, conf ident that on the one hand we shal l not be able to propel ourselves so

rapidly through space by the mere exercise of our wi l ls, nor on the other that the vehicle wi l l

f ind any more dif f icul ty in moving us than if we were a sack of potatoes. However, though we

al l  have cons iderab le fa i th in the app l icab i l i t y to ourse lves of the laws of phys ics , our fa i th

does not apply to chemistry. We should be will ing to trust our weight to a rope which had been

tested to stand double our weight ; but we should most ly hesi ta te to dr ink hal f the fata l dose

of a poison. Right ly too in some cases, for poisons in sub-lethal doses may do a good deal

o f harm. But not by any means a lways . Some po isons , such as carbon monox ide , are

comple te ly harmless in ha l f the le tha l quant i ty .

I  app l ied the laws of chemis t ry to myse l f .  For example , I sa id : ‘ ‘ I f  a dog is g iven

hydrochlor ic ac id to dr ink (d i lu ted of course so as not to in jure i ts stomach) i t excretes par t

o f the ac id combined wi th ammonia as ammonium ch lor ide . Now men work in a s imi la r way

to dogs, and both are systems of part ia l ly reversible chemical react ions. So i f I eat ammonium

chlor ide I sha l l  become more ac id . ’ ’  Th is d id in fac t happen. I was qu i te cor rec t in my

reasoning, or at any rate i t led to a correct resul t .

However , a l though I was a mater ia l i s t in the labora tory , I was a ra ther vagueosor t o f

idea l is t outs ide , for the fo l lowing reason. I had learned that mat ter had cer ta in proper t ies . I t

cons is ted of a toms which un i ted in par t icu lar pat te rns . They moved in def in i te paths under

given forces, and so on. My bel ief in these theor ies was not a matter of mere doci l i ty ei ther.

I had tested them and r isked my l i fe on thei r substant ia l accuracy. Clear ly , i f mat ter had the

proper t ies at t r ibu ted to i t  by phys ic is ts and chemis ts , someth ing more was needed to account

for l iv ing organisms. And i t was far harder to account for mind. As a bel iever in evolut ion I

had to re jec t such theor ies as T.H. Hux ley 's ep iphenomenal ism, accord ing to which mind is

a secondary consequence of a smal l c lass of mater ia l events (namely , those which go on
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ins ide our heads) , but does not in f luence them. Apar t f rom my very s t rong be l ie f tha t I can

act , the evo lu t ion of someth ing as compl ica ted as my mind, yet abso lu te ly func t ion less ,

seemed most un l ike ly . Not that func t ion less organs are never evo lved in a rud imentary form

before they develop a funct ion. And I have not enough fai th in the theor ies of Paley and his

like to believe that every organ – for example, a cock’s comb, a pigeon’s cere, or a cassowary’s

wat t le – has a funct ion . However , I cannot be l ieve that a sys tem so compl ica ted , and wi th in

i ts l imi ta t ions so ef f ic ien t , as the human mind cou ld have evo lved i f  i t  were funct ion less .

Nor d id I see how, on a mater ia l i s t bas is , knowledge or thought was poss ib le . The l igh t

which reaches my eyes causes nervous impulses in about ha l f a mi l l ion f ib res running to my

brain, and there gives r ise to sensat ion. But how can the sensat ion be anything l ike a real i ty

composed of atoms? And even if i t is so, what guarantee have I that my thoughts are logical?

They depend on phys ica l and chemica l processes go ing on in my bra in , and doubt less obey

physical and chemical laws, i f material ism is true. But i f so I have no reason for thinking that

i t  is t rue . So I was compel led , ra ther re luc tant ly , to fa l l  back on some k ind of idea l is t ic

exp lanat ion , accord ing to which mind (or someth ing l ike mind) was pr io r to mat ter , and what

we cal l matter was real ly of the nature of mind, of the weakness in every ideal ist ic phi losophy

to embrace any of them, and I was quite aware that in practice I often acted as a material ist .

The books which so lved my d i f f i cu l t ies were Freder ick Engels ’ Feuerbach and Ant i -Duhr ing ,

and later on V. I . Lenin ’s Mater ia l ism and Empir io-cr i t ic ism .  But the actual progress of sc ient i f ic

research in the last f i f teen years also helped me enormously. None of the books which I have

ment ioned is easy i f one has been brought up in the academic t rad i t ion which goes back to

Plato and Ar is to t le . This is par t ly because they apply sc ient i f ic method not mere ly to phi loso-

phy, but to phi losophers. They are not only concerned with showing that their authors are r ight

and the i r opponents wrong, but wi th exp la in ing why, under par t icu lar soc ia l cond i t ions , such

and such theor ies are l ike ly to gain wide acceptance. Hence, unless one accepts thei r pol i t ica l

and economic theory , one is not l i ke ly to agree wi th the i r v iews concern ing nature and

knowledge, though i t  is on ly wi th the la t te r tha t I am concerned in these pages.

Engels and Lenin were f i rm mater ia l is ts – that is to say, they bel ieved that matter existed

before mind, and that our minds re f lec t nature , and re f lec t i t  t ru ly up to a po in t .  But they

absolu te ly re jec ted the current sc ient i f ic theor ies of the i r day as complete or even sat is fac tory

accounts of nature .

The so le proper ty o f mat ter [wrote Len in] , wi th whose recogn i t ion mater ia l ism is v i ta ly

connected , is the proper ty o f be ing ob jec t ive rea l i ty , o f ex is t ing outs ide of our cogn i t ion . . . .

The recogn i t ion of immutab le e lements , the immutab le substance of th ings , is not mater ia l i sm,

but metaphys ica l ,  ant i -d ia lec t ica l mater ia l ism. . . .  I t  is o f course to ta l ly absurd that mater ia l ism

should . . . adhere to a mechanist ic wor ld-picture of matter and not an electro-magnet ic or some

immeasurab ly more compl ica ted one.

Wr i t ing of the phys ics of h is own day, he sa id : ‘ ‘D ia lec t ica l mater ia l ism ins is ts on the

temporary , re la t ive , approx imate charac ter o f a l l  these mi les tones on the road of knowledge

of nature . ’ ’

Nature is in a state of perpetual f lux – in fact , i t consists of processes, not things. Even

an electron is inexhaust ib le – that is to say, we can never give a complete descr ipt ion of i t .

We pro fessors are a lways t ry ing to g ive a comple te descr ip t ion , so that we can deduce a l l

natural happenings from a few general pr inc ip les. These at tempts are successful up to a point ,

bu t we a lways f ind that nature is r icher than we had thought . And the newly-d iscovered

propert ies of things appear to us as contradict ions. Thus at the present moment both l ight and

matter are found to have two sets of proper t ies – one set resembl ing those of par t ic les, and

another set resembl ing those of waves . Accord ing to Engels and Len in , th ings rea l ly embody

a un ion of oppos i tes , where s t rugg le makes them unstab le and resu l ts in the i r deve lopment

into something else. When we f ind ‘ ‘ in ternal contradict ions’ ’ in our concept ions about th ings our

minds are mi r ror ing nature .

But these in terna l cont rad ic t ions do not mean that nature is i r ra t iona l .  They mean that i t

is unstable. Our brains are f in i te. Nature is probably inf in i te, certainly too large for us to take

in. So our account of any mater ia l phenomenon is a simpl i f icat ion. We natural ly think of things

as neat ly rounded of f ,  and there fore tend to exaggerate the i r s tab i l i t y . However , the more we

study nature the more we f ind that what is apparent ly stable turns out to be the batt lef ield of

oppos ing tendenc ies . The cont inents are the f ie ld o f a s t rugg le between eros ion , which tends

to f la t ten them, and fo ld ing and vu lcanz ing, which bui ld mounta ins . For th is reason they have

a h is tory . An imals and p lants are never comple te ly adapted to the i r env i ronment , as Paley

thought , and as they presumably would have been had they been made by an a l l -w ise and

al l -power fu l creator : On the cont rary , they evolve jus t because they are imper fect . The same

pr inc ip le ho lds for human soc ie t ies .

One of the mater ia l i s t ’ s greates t d i f f i cu l t ies used to be percept ion . I t  the wor ld cons is ts

o f se l f -conta ined ob jec ts iso la ted f rom one another in space, how can any sor t o f image of

i t be formed in our brains? There is no hol low space in our heads where a puppet represen-

tat ion of the external wor ld could be set up. Sound is the only feature of the external wor ld

about representat ion in our brain we know much. I f we place an electrode on the auditory part

of a cat ’s cerebral cortex and another somewhere else on i ts body, then in favourable ci rcum-

stances i f we ampl i fy the current between them and pass i t through a loud-speaker we actual ly

hear sounds which the cat is hear ing , or would hear were i t  fu l ly consc ious . The same

experiment is quite possible with a conscious human brain, though I don’t think it has yet been

d o n e .

This means that the ear and the audi tory nerve serve to set up elect r ica l d is turbances in

one part of the brain wi th the same per iods as the disturbances in air which we perceive as

sound. In this case, then, there is actual imaging of the external real i ty. But how can anything

of th is k ind take place wi th a sol id object seen or fe l t? The physica l d iscover ies of the last

decade have shown that ord inary mater ia l ob jec ts , f rom e lec t rons upwards , can be regarded

as per iod ic d is turbances . Cer ta in ly the rhy thm is very much fas ter than that o f sound, and

could not possib ly be copied in the bra in . But some kind of rhythmical changes in the bra in ,

though very much slower than those which they mirror, would be copies of at least one aspect

o f mat ter .

The phys ic is ts te l l  us that the f requency of the v ibra t ions assoc ia ted wi th a par t ic le are

propor t ional to i ts mass, and the physio logis ts , in studying the impulses in a nerve f ibre f rom

an end organ respons ib le for our touch or pressure sense, f ind that the f requency of the

impulses increases wi th the s t imulus , though not in exact propor t ion . We do not yet know in

any detai l what happens in the brain when we feel pressure, but i t is l ikely that a similar law

holds good.

We are on ly on the very f r inge of the necessary invest iga t ions , but i t  is becoming da i ly



more p laus ib le that our minds are phys ica l rea l i t ies ac ted on by the res t o f the wor ld and

react ing on i t . Our minds are processes which occur in our brains. Unt i l recent ly i t was qui te

impossib le to see how the processes going on in thousands of mi l l ions of cel ls could possib ly

form a uni ty such as we f ind in our consciousnesses. We are now, however , d iscover ing both

in atoms and molecu les proper t ies of a sys tem as a whole which cannot be located at any

par t icu lar p lace in i t .  There is noth ing in any way myst ica l about these proper t ies . They can

be very prec ise ly measured and ca lcu la ted . They are express ion of the fac t tha t the var ious

const i tuents of nature are much less iso la ted than was at one t ime thought .

The diff icult ies about truth are complicated by the fact that we use the word for at least three

di f ferent re la t ions. We may mean that a percept ion or idea in a mind is t rue of i t corresponds

to an external reality. If the relation between the two is one of likeness it can never be complete,

but i t may be true enough for a part icular purpose. We may mean that a physical copy or image

is l ike i ts or ig inal . Or we may mean that a statement is t rue. This statement may be in words

or o ther symbols , and log ic is la rge ly concerned wi th the t ru th of s ta tements . Th is t ru th or

otherwise depends on the meaning of the symbols . This is a soc ia l mat ter . A statement is t rue

only as long as someone understands it . After that i t is meaningless. ‘ ‘ I ron is heavier than water’ ’

wil l be true as long as someone understands English, even if he is only an antiquarian. After that

it wil l be gibberish like ‘‘Pung twet maboroohoo,’ ’ which for all I know meant something to the men

who bu i l t  Stonehenge, but is ne i ther t rue nor unt rue to-day .

Of course the ph i losophers say that a symbol ic s ta tement s tands for a menta l rea l i ty

cal led a judgment, which is independent of language. I th ink this is extremely doubtful . On the

cont rary , i t  seems much more l ike ly that language began wi th words or phrases whose.

Engl ish equivalents would be ‘ ‘Come here, ’ ’ ‘ ‘Wolf ! ’ ’ ‘ ‘Heave-ho, ’ ’ ‘ ‘Darl ing! ’ ’ and so on, which are

not s ta tements , and ne i ther t rue nor fa lse . And one can cer ta in ly th ink wi thout mak ing s ta te-

ments or judgements , as when one remembers the p lan of a town or p icks out the qu ickest

route , or imagines what an acqua in tance wi l l  do in g iven c i rcumstances .

The great advantage of the theory that judgments are anyth ing but sentences repeated in

our heads is that i t  g ives ph i losophers a chance to theor ize about thought wi thout invest iga t ing

the physiology of the brain. This enables them to tel l us a lot about truth, but very l i t t le about

how we get to know it or how we act on it. If we take the view that a statement is true in so far

as i t cal ls up mental images which correspond to real i ty, and useful in so far as i t ci tes act ions

appropr ia te to the rea l s i tua t ion , we have got away f rom metaphys ics , and are up aga ins t

problems concerning the act ion of the brain, the history of language, and how we learn language

as ch i ld ren , which cannot be so lved by pure thought , but on ly by s tudy ing the rea l wor ld .

For such reasons as these I f ind mater ia l ism in te l lec tua l ly sat is fac tory . I a lso th ink i t  is

usefu l because i t leads to act ions of which I approve. Mankind is up against a very d i f f icu l t

situation. We have dealt with a great mass of problems in the past by scientif ic thinking – that

is to say , mater ia l i s t i c th ink ing . We t ry to so lve our po l i t i ca l prob lems by appeal to eterna l

va lues. But i f we star t th ink ing mater ia l is t ica l ly about these ‘ ‘e ternal values ’ ’ we f ind that they

are soc ia l phenomena which have come in to be ing in the las t few thousand years , because

men gave up hunt ing and took to husbandry , agr icu l tu re , and hand ic ra f t .  So soc ie ty became

a great deal more complicated, and ‘ ‘eternal values’ ’ are part of the apparatus by which i t has

been kept going. In par t icu lar they are very usefu l to those who are in comfor table s i tuat ions

at present , and would l ike the present s ta te , wi th a few minor modi f ica t ions , to be eterna l .

Material ist ic thinking in the past has been revolutionary in its effects. It has buil t up natural

sc ience and undermined re l ig ion . The same process is go ing on to-day . We have to rea l ize

that our cur rent ideas about soc ie ty are most ly very l ike our ancestors ’ ideas about the

universe four hundred years ago – i r ra t ional t radi t ions which st i f le progress in the interests of

a smal l minor i ty . These ideas are be ing t ransformed by mater ia l is t ic th ink ing about h is tory as

our ancestors ’ ideas were t ransformed by mater ia l is t ic th ink ing about nature . The conse-

quences wil l no doubt be revolutionary, as it was in the past. This would perhaps be deplorable

i f society were work ing wel l . But i t is work ing very badly . So we are probably going to have

an uncomfor tab le t ime in the immedia te fu ture , whatever happens. And as I want a ra t iona l

society to come out of our present troubles I am not only a mater ial ist myself , but I do what

I can to make other peop le mater ia l is ts .

Repr in ted f rom Keeping Cool ( 1944)
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The pangs o f con f inement : A dep ic t ion o f l i feThe pangs o f con f inement : A dep ic t ion o f l i feThe pangs o f con f inement : A dep ic t ion o f l i feThe pangs o f con f inement : A dep ic t ion o f l i feThe pangs o f con f inement : A dep ic t ion o f l i fe

Basudev Mukhopadhyay

Br icks , dust , l igh t and vo id whisper ta les in a pr ison . Each and every corner o f the wal led

c i tade l for deta inment becomes e loquent wi th laughters , wai ls , a f f l i c t ions , haterd , s igh , out-

burs ts of anger , mal ice , depr ivat ion and other abst rac ts . Theor ies mel t down to g ive shape to

the l i fe o f a human be ing . Mephis toph i les of Foust reverbera tes , as i t  were , ‘ ‘Grey are a l l

theor ies/And green a lone l i fe ' s go lden t ree . ’ ’

People f loat about l ike hyacinths on the sea of l i fe before they are thrown into the t ida l

darkness of conf inement . Somet imes the darkness eats them up, somet imes i t  garg les them

out. Some of i ts inmates remain there for a few days, some for a few months and others for

years together . Al l of them eventual ly depar t , leav ing behind shreds of memor ies of thei r l ives

beh ind the bars .

Two persons were hanged at the Al ipore Jai l on June 7, 1991 af ter a capi ta l gap of 28

years . The two were sentenced to death under lega l ju r isprudence because they were beyond

rec t i f i ca t ion admi t ted ly . The i r death sentences were meant to be exemplary to any other

perpet ra tors . But the quest ions r ings out whether the conv ic ts were served wi th ample oppor-

tun i t ies for the i r own re format ion .

Br i jmohan Singh, the head warder preached to them in a hoarse vo ice that s ince the

inev i tab le cou ld not be aver ted , i t  shou ld be accepted s to ica l ly .

I t  was in that way, the mat ter was reso lved. I t  has now s l ipped in to memory .

The Hon’b le Sess ions Judge of Ba lurghat pronounced death sentence of Sukumar Burman

and Kar t ick Seal on May 4, 1988. They were conv ic ted wi th the charge of murder ing a lmost

al l the members of a fami ly . The order of the Sessions Judge was upheld by the High Court

and the Apex Cour t as wel l .  Ne i ther the Governor nor the Pres ident repr ieved.

What d id actua l ly happen? I t was in fac t a fami ly feud over proper ty , which was not very

uncommon in rura l Bengal . Sukumar ’s unc le depr ived h is fa ther o f h is leg i t imate share over
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proper ty by us ing po l i t i ca l connect ions . Th is was unbearab le to Sukumar and he vowed to take

revenge. Sukumar ’s parents approved of h is act ion and inst igated him for the f iercest re ta l ia t ion .

Sukumar got in touch wi th a gang of robbers f rom Bangladesh. The robbers , though

hardcore cr imina ls by pro fess ion , cou ld not measure the propens i ty o f the cr ime and had

considered i t to be a case of a simple robbery. Probably this ignorance prompted Kart ick Seal ,

the accompl ice of Sukumar ’s , to ut ter in exasperat ion and in an over tone of repentance, ‘ ‘Oh!

What a t rap you have led me into , Sukumar ! ’ ’  In fact , what Sukumar did , was not in excess

of h is own purpose. He butchered a l l  the members of the fami ly merc i less ly except one. A

ch i ld o f f ive or s ix years of age on ly surv ived the at tack by chance.

Th is so le adolescent surv iver narra ted the fa te fu l event before the Ld. Cour t . His descr ip-

t ions a long wi th the photographs taken by the pol ice af ter the mayhem moved the Cour t in to

sentenc ing both the conv ic ts wi th noth ing less than cap i ta l pun ishment . The cour t a lso sen-

tenced Sukumar ’s parents to l i fe- impr isonment and other daco i ts escaped to Bangladesh.

Sukumar ’s fa ther v is i ted h im the day before he was to be executed and reposed in h im an

unst in ted suppor t by say ing , ‘ ‘You are on the r igh t , son. They took every th ing away. Your

ex is tence would have been meaning less even i f you s tayed a l ive . ’ ’

In fac t ,  many wondered whether the i r death-sentence would at a l l  be car r ied out . I t  was

apparent on ly when the Lega l A id Commi t tee gave up. The ja i l  super in tendent f ixed the date

for execut ion . A to ta l overhau l ing of the ga l lows was necessary because of the dormancy i t

had for so long. The hangman, Nata Mul l ick by name, a res ident of the c i ty , was cal led for ,

he knew h is impor tance.

Nata was p lump and h is ha i r l ine had a l ready been invaded by greyness . His pro fess ion as

a hangman was an inher i tance f rom h is fa ther . Though a devout o f a l l  re l ig ions , which was

apparent from the wal l hangings in his room, Nata sincerely bel ieved that he was only instrumen-

ta l in forward ing somebody whose quota of in takes exhausted in th is wor ld to the Alminghty .

Now comes the f inancial part . In fact, there can hardly be any f ixed rate for the agent of

death as. Nata demanded f ive thousand rupees as his fee for each pul l o f lever and i t was

granted in h is favour as there was no other b idder .

Then the lasso-procurement procedure was env isaged. The rope for execut ion by hang ing

is supposed to be s t rong enough to toe a sh ip and i t  was ava i lab le on ly in a shop at

K idderpore . Nata waxed the rope to g ive i t  a smoother fee l ing .

The ja i l  super in tendent , on the other s ide , kept h imse l f busy , wi th minute measurements

as that o f the he ight o f the lever and i ts propor t ionate d is tance f rom the neck and the

ep ig lo t t i s . A successfu l t r ia l had a lso been conducted wi th sand-bags. The whole mat ter now

wai ted for the comple t ion of some customary parapherna l ia .

The neares t k i ths and k ins of the conv ic ts were summoned for f ina l get- together . The

convicts invi ted to a special treat of cuis ines. But the super was greeted with choicest abusive

metaphors by the conv ic ts when he approached them to read out the cour t-order in the

morn ing . The pr ies t ,  who was ca l led in to read the ho ly scr ip tures , was hooted out wi th

unut terab le i l l -names. But none reacted adverse ly , because they rea l ized that the i r outburs t

was a cry as innocent as that of the dy ing.

The i r boon was to have rabr i (sweetmeat in th ickened mi lk ) and b i r iyan i (a zaf ran scented

pilau with mutton chunks) at night before the fateful day. The inmates of other cel ls of the prison

stood compass ionate ly by them by in fus ing in them courage. But th ings turned b leak as the

c lock s t ruck ten . A l l  the pro top lasms of the pr ison ce l ls cou ld apprehend a s in is ter presage.

None s lept at the condemned cel l that n ight . Sent r ies were a ler t . The condemned conv ic ts

demanded a bot t le of mustard o i l .  The super smel t someth ing fou l in i t .  He thought i t  might

be a p loy to get s l ippery wi th . Therefore , i t was not granted.

The n ight drew s lowly to a c lose. T ime demanded that they had to be brought out f rom

the cel l . I t was not an easy task al together . The super had arr ived at hal f-past three in the

morn ing wi th a tense d ispos i t ion . He kept on order ing h is subord inates . Guards were ta lk ing

to each other in hushed vo ices . T ime was up, but Sukumar and Kar t ick began to res is t

fur iously al l the at tempts for br inging them out into the open under the deep blue sky, which

they so long had longed for see ing .

At f i rst kart ick gave in, his resistance broke down under force. But Sukumar was not ready

to budge. He seemed to, have put on an unbel ievable strength in himsel f . The ur inal pot was

h is makesh i f t  weapon. He threatened the guards wi th d i re consequences had they approached

him. Someone from the guards whispered the plan to nab him by using rags. The plan worked

wel l  though some of the guards were in jured in the tuss le .

None of the conv ic ts showed up any more res is tance when they were overpowered. Both

of them seemed as they marched towards the dead house s tep by s tep . They implored the

guards not to take except ion to thei r wi ld conduct and to what they had said in desperat ion.

The execut ioner wai ted pat ient ly . Convic ts were bathed wel l wi th a few bucket fu ls of water

and clothed afresh. ‘ ‘Give us a smoke’ ’ they demanded of the jai l superintendent. Each of them

was offered with a cigarette and it was l ighted up by the super himself. Their t ied hands could

not g ive intervals of smoking. They puf fed c igaret tes l ike the anvi l of the blacksmi th . The red

hot t ips of the c igaret tes f ina l ly d ied down. Thei r faces were covered and the squeak of the

lever proc la imed the end.

I II II II II I

I met Bhola Sau here though I can not be speci f ic about the date of the meet ing. However ,

we gradua l ly became f r iends . He had worked in the Kank inara Jute Mi l l s and s tayed in the

ad jacent s lums wi th h is bro thers and s is ters . He was charged wi th murder ing a person who

inveigled his sister into some i l legi t imate relat ionship. The person did not care despi te repeated

warnings f rom Bhola for ref ra in ing f rom such act iv i t ies . This led to an orgy of revenge. Bhola

h i red a p is to l and gunned down the seducer . He eventua l ly sur rendered, confessed h is cr ime

before the Hon’b le cour t of just ice and served a fu l l l i fe- term impr isonment for 14 years . But

dur ing h is s tay in ja i l ,  he cont r ibu ted a great dea l to re forming the pr ison, which inc luded

bu i ld ing up of an ambience for in-pr ison work . mak ing the medica l d ie t su i tab le for fe l low

inmates . These bes ides , h is l ine of ac t ion , which has passed wi thout proper acknowledgement

or recogn i t ion , was d i rec ted towards bet ter ing the cond i t ion of ja i l -mates . He h imsel f d id not

expect to be gar landed for a l l  th is .

Bho la lacked in convent iona l academic educat ion . But books he read ga lore . A l l  tha t he

read was in Hind i .  He went through books about Buddhism, Mater ia l i sm, the works of Rahul

Sankri tyana and so on. I felt the force of documentation that Rahul had spoken of earl ier. Very

few people would be able to real ize the rare exper ience of my conversat ions wi th rust ic Bhola

in the even ing pr ison .

Bho la was d i f fe rent . Probab ly that was the reason as to why he cou ld not communicate



with one and all . The mainstream of events was obscure to him. True that he was an obstinate

fe l low. And th is obst inacy wal led h is own re la t ions of f f rom h im.

Bhola expressed that al l in the society have indiv idual ways and means, which they fo l low

throughout the i r l i fe wi thout much devia t ions. Bhola was dis t ressed by the fact that h is nat ion

was prone to f ight shy of f ights . He at t r ibuted th is non-bel l igerance to the nat ional s lavery of

thousand years . The fore igners , he he ld , cons idered Ind ia as the weaker sex and so they

out raged her modesty for so many years . But o f course , he he ld Buddhism to be par t ly

respons ib le for th is as the ph i losophy d id not preach se l f -defence, though Buddha was a

genuine person by any human standards . He cons idered h imse l f a fo l lower of Damodar

Vinayak Savarkar in th is regard .

Bho la was an or thodox idea l is t Hindu by be l ie f and honest , e th ica l ,  devout and sagac ious

by disposi t ion. He used to have only two meals a day and l ived a l i fe of a hermit . Natural ly,

he came to be known, as an eccent r ic to the peop le sur round ing h im.

But Bhola explained to me how power corrupts people. His al legiance was to the Germans,

espec ia l ly to Hi t le r .  He once to ld that Hi t le r was b lamed because he k i l led the fa i r -complex-

ioned; none b lamed the Br i t i sh , who had s la in hundreds of thousands of co loured peop le in

the name of ‘Whi te man’s Burden ’ as he ca l led them.

He descr ibed the exper ience of his entry into the pr ison. I was moved by the descr ipt ion.

I t was in the evening when the pol ice van gorged him out through the ‘chal lenge gate’ of the

pr ison . I t  was h is maiden v is i t .  He was taken aback by the eer ie atmosphere . Accord ing to

the rules, it was mandatory for all the convicts to pass through a frisking at the challenge gate.

But Bhola did not pay attention to all this. He was down in spirit. The only thing that he thought

about was whether he would ever be able to step out. The shreded memory of his sweet home

and neighbours crowded in his mind. A Hindi speaking sepoy pointed out , ‘You have to spend

your l i fe here , so be acquain ted wi th i t ’ .

S lowly and steadi ly he came to know about the ja i l more int imately , alongwi th the persons

whom f reedom had deser ted .

The f i rs t night that he spent in ja i l was a turbulent one. Rampant abusive language, night

– p ierc ing shr ieks and sense less jos t l ing wi th each other made h im crazy . He even thought

o f commi t t ing su ic ide .

It is a common practice in jai l to extort something out of a new entrant either by coercion

or by physical assaults. There are two types of inmates of pr ison. Some belong to jai l custody

and the rest are term servers . Custody-servers are shor t t ime guests , but term-servers , spend

a t ry ing t ime dur ing the f i rs t s ix months in conf inement . They s lowly get accustomed to the i r

dwel l ing p lace . Custody-servers are sources of income in the ja i l .  Bho la to ld that pr isoners

were sub jec t to monetary t ransact ions . They cou ld be bought and so ld . In order to l ive a

peacefu l l i fe in ja i l ,  they had no other way but to spend money.

I I II I II I II I II I I

One Ananta Bag, an agr icu l tu ra l labourer by pro fess ion and res ident o f Be lmur i o f Hooghly

d is t r ic t ,  came to us wi th compla in ts o f i l lness . He had been sentenced wi th l i fe- impr isonment

for a murder-case in re la t ion to some land d ispute .

He v is i ted the doctor on 02.01 . 1999 wi th symptoms of fever , t ick ing cough, pa in in head

and body and dif f iculty in speech delivery. He was advised rest. He was later sent to the ENT

spec ia l is t ,  as h is cond i t ion showed no s ign of improvement and had a through in-pr ison

patho log ica l and rad io log ica l check-up. He was then re fer red to a government hosp i ta l fo r a

proper d iagnos is as h is phys ica l cond i t ion s tead i ly deter io ra ted . However , h is case remained

undermined unti l an FNAC was done on 03.03.1999 at a private laboratory. Its report confirmed

that he was suf fer ing f rom cancer . The ja i l -author i ty re leased h im in order to aver t another

death in pr ison . His imminent death got h im re leased f rom l i fe impr isoment .

I VI VI VI VI V

Murar i ,  a l ias Sute was an in te l l igent fe l low hav ing access to reasons . He per formed a great

many jobs in ja i l  in 20 years wi th devot ion and perseverance. His case ran l ike th is .

Purna Chandra Ghosh al ias Chandu was murdered at 10.35 am. on Apr i l 30, 1987 at No.

12, Gokul Baral St. Kolkata 700012. The persons who were accused of murdering Chandu were

Murar i Mohan a l ias Sute , Madan and Nish i th Ghosh.

Chandu had hired a room at no. 12 Gokul Baral street. The room was the immediate bone

of contention. But the feud had a long - drawn history. Chandu and Sute were distantly related

wi th each other . Sute ’s youngest unc le got marr ied to Chandu ’s e lder s is ter in 1975. But in

around 1982, she developed an i l l ic i t relat ionship with a local youth, Bablu Singh. Chandu held

a def iant stand in suppor t of h is e lder s is ter and entered into a bloody c lash wi th Sute and

h is accompl ices . Which ended wi th the murder o f Chandu and l i fe impr isonment for Sute and

his a ides .

These Murar is are assets to a ja i l .  They extend unst in ted suppor t to the ja i l -author i ty as

and when i t is requ i red . The i r c iv ic sense, soc ia l sens ib i l i t y and the ab i l i t y to address any

problem after careful considerat ion are noteworthy. We hope that they would not f ind i t di f f icul t

to get ming led wi th the mains t ream of soc ie ty a f te r the i r re lease.

VVVVV

Gadaibabu was the owner of a smal l la the- fac tory and a three-s torey house. The l i fe was

drawing wel l wi th him, h is wi fe and thei r s ingle issue. The unhappy state of af fa i rs began to

deve lop wi th Godaibabu ’s second marr iage and b i r th o f the second son, Uj ja l ,  by name, f rom

the marr iage. Uj ja l grew up in an atmosphere of an in tense fami ly feud.

In course of t ime, h is second wi fe got at tached to some other person. This second lover

was in te l l igent enough to make Uj ja l and h is mother unders tand that i f Gadaibabu, a long wi th

h is f i rs t wi fe and her son, cou ld be e l iminated , the ownershp of the whole proper ty would

automat ica l ly be t rans fer red to the second wi fe . Thus the p lan for the murder o f Gadaibabu,

h is f i rs t wi fe and her son was hatched by the second lover and executed by Uj ja l ,  who

eventual ly got nabbed by the pol ice on the basis of a t ip, suppl ied by none else but him. Al l

o f them were sentenced to l i fe impr isonment in 1993.

Uj ja l ,  be ing as smar t and recept ive as he was, spared not much t ime to be adapted to

the ja i l -env i ronment . He got acqua in ted wi th a l l  the lead ing pr isoners and imbibed in h imse l f

the preva lent negat ive va lues , inc lud ing the ant i -es tab l ishment mindset .

He was admi t ted to the Calcut ta Nat ional Medica l Col lege in 2003 on account of i l lness.

He drugged the at tendant constab les to escape to another phase of h is l i fe .

\He was then 26 years of age and had al ready spent 10 years in pr ison.
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The f i rs t th ing that Uj ja l accompl ished on be ing f ree f rom conf inement was marr iage. He

began to roam accross the count ry and commi t var ious cr imes. But i t  was not long that he

cou ld breath f ree a i r .  He was ar res ted once aga in and thrown in to capt iv i ty in ja i l - te rms in

cont inuat ion of h is prev ious pun ishment . He st i l l  cher ishes dreams for premature re lease and

st i l l  ac t ive ly wai ts for the chance to f lee .

I t  is , there fore , not very easy to rehab i l i ta te persons wi th such temperament as that o f

U j j a l ’ s .

Uj jal is in possession of many qual i t ies and posit ive vir tues also. It certainly would be very

encouraging for the whole society i f persons l ike Uj jal come to the fore in product iv i ty or iented

sectors . But to mot iva te h im is much d i f f i cu l t ,  because :

( 1 ) He commit ted murders of heinous kind under the provocat ion of his elders and he is not

a t a l l  repentant for what he has done.

(2 ) He took to every mode of v icar ious lessons f rom inmates , when he was at h is learn ing

best . He even con jec tured mak ing a for tune wi th in a comparat ive ly shor t per iod of t ime

and then the soc ie ty would bow to h im, he be l ieved.

(3 ) Had he not whiled away the most valuable time of his life or could have uti l ized it in due

t ime by obta in ing vocat iona l t ra in ing or common academic career , a grac ious l i fe would

cer ta in ly have awai ted h im.

(4) Uj jal was in need of an exposure to the outer world, but under str ict vigi l . I t is because

Ujjal was in the habit of acquir ing anything to his choice by fair means or foul . I t would

s ince be essent ia l to set persons l ike h im on the r igh t path even by app ly ing force .

V IV IV IV IV I

However , any t reat ise on the pr ison remains incomple te wi thout a re ference to the drug-

a d d i c t s .

Drug-addicts form a large part of the jai l- inmates and a larger number of them is addicted

to almost a l l types of in tox icants and sedat ives. Those, who are accustomed to the dry mode

of addic t ion, are less prone to loss of l i fe , though thei r act iv i t ies are a cause of concern to

the admin is t ra t ion and phys ic ians . Chron ic drunkards , on the other hand, pose graver prob lems

in ja i ls .

Another fact of the matter is that most of the cr iminals, who end up in jai ls , are addicts.

I t  is observed that the permanent inmates of a pr ison se ldom go for s t rong add ic t ions . But

to l iqu id in tox icants none objec t . There are p lenty of reasons behind th is . Ninety per cent of

the inmates of pr isons come of economica l ly d is t ressed fami l ies or labourers or marg ina l

groups . People be long ing to these marg ina l groups a lmost regu lar ly indu lge in add ic t ion in

some form or the other . Cer ta in ly there are peop le who take hero in as in tox icant , but the

prob lem is more potent wi th drunkards . A lmost a l l  the deaths in pr ison can be at t r ibu ted to

chron ic l iquor consumpt ion .

The hero in- takers go fas t to the dogs . But the hear ten ing po in t about hero in is that the

ava i lab le hero in in our market is most ly spur ious and i t does not a l low organ ic dependabi l i t y

to grow and sett le. But soft preys to addiction are usually those, who are il l-bred or who suffer

f rom congeni ta l d isorders l ike At tent ion Def ic i t  Hyerac t iv i ty Disorder (ADHD) .

This type of addic ted persons gets used to a l l var iants of addic t ion specia l ly when hero in

is not avai lable to them. These variants include l iquor, hashish and even sleeping pi l ls. At least

10 percent of the inmates of any big pr ison are in the habit of consuming addict ives in some

form or the other .

However, the history of indulging in the luxury of addict ion to st imulants is as old as the

h is tory of our soc ie ty . Many o ld scr ip tures prov ide tes t imonia ls to th is fac t .  L ives of many

great people tel l t ipsy tales; though addict ion never stood in the way of unfolding their genius.

Thus i t  may be in fer red that a measured approach does not te l l  upon pro fess iona l sk i l l  in

cases of adul ts , but cases with the youngsters are di f ferent , because they tend to lose control

over themselves and pose a ser ies of prob lems for the soc ie ty .

In fac t , psych ia t r is ts used to prescr ibe mi ld dosages of in tox ica t ing drugs to amel io ra te

the acuteness of psych ia t r ic d isorders (Freud’s movement in suppor t of coca in for medica l use

may be ment ioned in th is connect ion) . Rules were formula ted in the nat iona l leve l in v iew of

movement ment ioned above to lega l ise the use of drugs . But ind iscr iminate use of drugs for

o ther purpose than medica l led to the repea l o f the sa id ru les and the government had no

opt ion but to ban the drugs .

I t  has been not iced that some chemica l i tems were in i t ia l l y used as medic ine but the i r

medic ina l use was later wi thdrawn because they eventual ly turned into agents of addic t ion. But

the surpr is ing fac t is that the case wi th a lcoho l ic i tems has not been the same. Alcoho l ic

drinks enjoy the pleasure of being veteran of all the addictions and it has also been noted that

a cer ta in percentage of popu la t ion does regu lar ly consume a lcoho l though these peop le can

not be s t r ic t ly n icknamed as a lcoho l ics . They dr ink somet imes to wash away anx ie ty .

A huge number of people ended up in pr ison because of the ban recent ly imposed on the

use of narcot ics , i .e , hashish, hero ins and opium. The convic ts were ei ther addic ted to regular

in take of narcot ics or were prone to cr imina l ac t iv i t ies re la ted to narcot ics . In other words a

pr ison can seldom turn into a reformatory to ef fect ive ly inst i tu t ional ize a divorce wi th addict ion.

So i t is only natura l that those, who were pr isoned on these charges make every at tempt at

their recuperat ion fut i le and it would not be an overstatement to point out that medical services

have been rendered 100% inef fec t ive in these cases . But for tunate ly very few pr isoners get

used to these obnox ious add ic t ions .

So genera l ly , the pr ison accepts these marg ina ls o f the marg ina ls . They are of ten impr is-

oned for a number of times, spend there a few days and go back to the mainstream after they

come round phys ica l ly . The number of th is veteran creed of the cursed const i tu tes 5% of the

to ta l number of inmates . Some of them die in pr ison e i ther by su ic ide or f rom malnut r i t ion ,

some of Tubercu los is , AIDS etc . . Though the main cha l lenge to the system of medic ine l ies

wi th the drunkards .

For example , the po l ice ra ids an i l lega l hooch shop and takes the persons present there

in to custody . ‘Br indaban Nasker ’ o f Nodakha l i  v i l lage at Gosaba b lock , begs innocence wi th

t rembl ing hands. However , he is thrown in to ja i l  cus tody af te r a day and ha l f on comple t ion

of lega l i t ies . In the mean t ime he beg ins to show ind ica t ions of wi thdrawal syndrome, which

usua l ly crop up on be ing wi thout a lcoho l for a cons iderab le per iod of t ime.

His b lood-pressure goes up to an alarming level . What is more alarming is that the tota l

system of metabol ism in h is body beginn ing to fa i l  and the percentage of haemoglob in in h is

b lood drops at 6 grams (average normal ra te 13 grams) . The whole mat ter becomes compl i -

cated if he suffers from cirrhosis of l iver or any cardiac diseases. This is a painful state, which
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he would not be able to communicate to others and he wi l l d ie si lent ly in the crowd of new

ent rants that very n ight or the n ight a f te r .

These deaths pose ser ious problems in any pr ison, big or smal l . Moreover, i t is not an easy

task to prevent these. Someone may take to dr ink ing by way of pursuat ion f rom f r iends , on ly

to get , in the long run, drowned in alcohol ic addict ion. A few l ines need be added here. Liquor

played an ant i-anxiety role from the very early t imes. Administered in a small quant i ty, i t can act

as a sedat ive . For those whose labour is manual , i ts per formance is l ike that o f an analges ic .

(Most probab ly Marx termed re l ig ion as op ium wi th th is e f fec t in cons idera t ion) .

Moreover , l iquor ac t iva tes a spec ia l psycho log ica l e f fec t a lso . I t  may at once e levate the

drinker to a dreamy state, where no woes, no lesser drawbacks pester the joys of his l i fe. ( I t

t r iggers h is imaginat ion that a fa i ry queen takes h im a long on an aer ia l journey though h is

clothes are tattered and he is too poor to buy happiness). I wonder whether there is any other

source of p leasure under the sun that a s ing le substance can of fe r .

But the be l iever in and fo l lowers of the Ar is to t t l ian theory of ‘go lden mean’ would of ten

advise not to cross the l imit . Had these chronic addicts paid heed to them, their famil ies would

not have been destroyed. This besides, they lose even their dearest ones in their fa i thfu luness

to l iquor . Li fe for them is beref t of the warmth of love.

Therefore, l iquor eventual ly becomes a drunkard ’s only l i fe-par tner , the meaning of h is l i fe .

I ts demand as wel l  as to lerance day be day l ike a jeo lous mis t ress , but never bet rays h im.

So he a lso can not deser t i t  too . Even the pr ison fa i ls to unders tand th is fac t !

V I IV I IV I IV I IV I I

Himanish had served a term of ten years on an accusat ion of bank-robbery. He vis i ted the ja i ls

again on the same charge. I not iced an increased state of rest lessness in him after a short stay

th is t ime. The answers that he gave to my quest ions d id not es tab l ish anyth ing . I dec ided to

spend some t ime with him, t ime permit t ing. One day he gave me an envelope and said, ‘ ‘ I g ive

th is for your read ing a l though i t is addressed to my wi fe . ’ ’  He c lear ly showed s igns of a fear

psychosis, to which his let ter was a test imonial . He seemed to have been fr ightened by the fact

tha t some of the inmates of the pr ison were hatch ing consp i racy to k i l l  h im.

However , the le t te r read somewhat l ike th is :

Dearest . . . . . . .

I cannot sleep, I am in a confounded state of mind. I have been contemplat ing on wri t ing

to you a few lines, but dearth of time is my handicap. In fact, not much time is left with me,

but I do not exact ly know, how much. It is already the wee hours of night – and mainly one

statement I would l ike to make or a smal l responsib i l i ty I would l ike to pass on. The whole

thing could have been rounded up into a line or two but I can not suppress my urge to gossip

wi th you. Oh! how can I muster the s t rength to be reasonab ly composed and then express

mysel f? Let me divu lge the fact that I have been tak ing medic ine for amel iora t ion of anx ie ty .

For the first 2 or 3 days, my pen betrayed me, though my mind was ready. I have been making

my mind up from the morning today that I will write the letter down and not fall a prey to this

meaning less s tupefac t ion .

So there wi l l  be incoherences . Bear wi th that –– p lease. I regre t even the las t damand

letter is dest ined to be incoherent and lacking in consistency l ike that whole of my l i fe. I had

bet ter not be born . But , my deares t , p lease to lera te a l l  the shocks and pranks that I cause

you l ike a ch i ld causes i ts mother .

I remember the l ines of the song :

A l l  c rave to be happy ;

Some be l ieve to be so, some do not ;

But for some happiness is rea l ly scarce .

They actua l ly lose i t  when they th ink

I t is the i rs .

Let me confess, the last few nights and days that I spent only reminded me of you and

you on ly . I s incere ly p lanned to render a l l  my thoughts in to poet ry or ra ther a song. But I

re f ra ined f rom doing so for two- fo ld reasons ; one, some notes wi l l  sure ly be d iscordant and

two, I might not be able to complete i t for lack of t ime.

I re i terate that there are no other pangs or remorses in my mind than . . . oh! hard ly did

I l i s ten to songs to my hear t ’s content for a long long t ime . . .  because a l l  the harmonious

notes p lay t ruant wi th me the d isharmony person i f ied . Do not get surpr ised . I am very wel l

w i th th is tune sur round ing me, sooth ing my wounds.

Wel l ,  le t me quote two poems,

I wro te dur ing my stay las t t ime:

Red is your favour i te t inge,

Mine is b lue ,

But so unmis takab le is the

Lap is Lazu l i  in your hear t

And my b leed ing so

p u l m o n a r y .

Is i t a whir lpool

Or an unp lanned se l f - rebe l l ion?

I t is not too late, come and

J o i n

We can s t i l l  produce a spect rum

of red and blue

And under the tender

e f f u l g e n c e

Let the fever on the brow of

Our poster i ty subs ide

I am on a fervent wai t

Be my po les tar now.

A few drops of water o f ten

On the th i rs ty bosom of

f i re-sp i t t ing deser t ,

Transparent and fu l l  o f

a f f e c t i o n

Have not a l lowed my

pet r i f i ca t ion t i l l  today .
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The go lden and smar t look ing

q u a r t z - w a t c h

Wants to in terpre t someth ing

wi th i ts hands

(L ike the lady teacher to her s tudents wi th speech and hear ing impai rment )

(Conc lud ing par t )

Sanddunes under head

And the b lue sky up and above

Where whi te c louds graze

Is that your abode?

(Or do you reco l lec t the poem, that I wro te before our marr iage . . .  on Mahalaya?)

( E x c e r p t s )

Those are the fac ia l d is t inc t ions

Laminated wi th a p ious innocence

As i f  a God-born fa l len f rom grace.

I wonder how much she can endure ,

L ike the shore of a gar ru lous sea?

Oh! Dear, I can hardly express the tumult that my mind experiences .. . the bag of my l i fe

is heavy with what I got, but I could not give anything away – in fact , I was simply passing

a l l  these days in a pa in fu l d i lemma of l i fe and death . Probab ly that ’s why these emot iona l

end lessness . . .  and  conversat ions . . .  i r ress is t ib ly . . .what is the harm i f you bear wi th me a

bi t more? – never the less , le t me get back to my poin t , tunes . . .  I te l l  you – whenever you

feel down in spir i t – a morose depression – you must l isten to your favouri te song and try to

imbibe the song into your blood, you will feel lighter. You be bet, I can name quite a few songs

right now. Try to sing with me, you wil l feel great. ‘Eto sur aar eto gaan, Jhar uthechhe Baul

Bataas ’  and so on and so for th . The l is t and var ie ty are unend ing .

May I quote a few more poems?

‘ ‘My f lute knows one of my truths, which only my f lute knows’ ’/ ‘ ‘ I t is a lapse on the part

of the day not to have shel tered the night ’ ’ etc . .

OK, let us change the context. No, no. I’ l l not make you feel bored anymore with my blabbers.

Just a few findings I would share. I heard that l i fe and death . . . wel l , I think both are equal in

status .. . only the transit ion is painful. That is a journey from one state to another. If I abide by

sc ience, I cannot exp la in the term sp i r i tua l i ty wi th such a meagre grey mat ter and knowledge

that I have. I have gone through par ts o f the Bib le and the Quran and much of the Hindu

Scr ip tures and I have t r ied to th ink i t  over as to why the sages and the Great minds spent

thousands of years on these mat ters . I even t r ied to observe scr ip tura l r i tes , rec i te incanta t ions

as much religiously as I could adhering to the norms laid down by the Atharva Veda (I stil l perform

some of those a longwi th medi ta t ion) . Be l ieve me, I d id fee l wi th in myse l f a queer v ibra t ion of

in t r ins ic power, an ef f icacy . . . which I fe l t at the atomic level dur ing deep medi tat ion . . . wel l , I

cannot perhaps make you unders tand . . .  I th ink there is a power which regu la tes th is un iverse

and every th ing rota tes keeping the power at the cent re . Man does not know i ts measur ing uni t .

The wor ld ’s ex is tence is but very temporary and minuter that the minutes t . T ime, momentum,

extens ion , creat ion or i ts t ime l imi t can not be fa thomed in common terms. But the nuc leus of

tha t l imi t less energy l ies in the minutes t form about which I have ment ioned a l ready . I t  wi l l

develop in the manner you want i t to be or in your desired l ine of ful f i lment. Godmen are trying

to ach ieve i t  th rough be l ie f and cu l t i va t ion , sc ient is ts through research and exp lanat ion . . .  but

much of it sti l l remain shrouded. If you pay a bit of thought for it, you will come to ask yourself.

Do a l l  the bad th ings perpet ra ted by wrongdoers , a l l  the good th ings at ta ined by r igh t th ink ing

peop le through s t renous se l f - immola t ing researches or the comprehens ive outcome of the atomic

exp los ion come under the lab le of mat ters cont ro l led by the i r pecu l ia r proper t ies? Is the Large

hedron col l ider on 13th Sept/21st Oct which claims that i t wil l create a Big Bang and search into

the very mystery of creat ion , the b iggest ever sc ient i f i c exper iment in the h is tory of mank ind?

‘ ‘The Universe was ’ ’ ,  accord ing to Prof . Dr . Subhash is Mukher jee of Calcut ta Univers i ty , ‘ ‘ jus t a

po in t wi thout a d imens ion wi th i ts in t r ins ic temperature a few hundreds of thousand t ime hot ter

than that of the sun and a huge mass and it has been expanding. This is what Big Bang is al l

about . The propounder o f th is theory , George Lematre by name, terms i t as the pro jec t o f the

anc ient a tom.

A section of scientists opined for the view that if this coll ision generated too much of heat,

i t could destroy this planet by creat ing a micro blackhole. Stephen Hawking, on the other hand,

was of the v iew that ant imat ters would , desp i te the i r format ion at the t ime of the recreat ion

of the un iverse , d isso lve eventua l ly . But the quest ion is where would i t  van ish? These exp la-

nat ions have not been ach ieved by sc ient is ts though molecu lar Phys ics has addressed some

of these problems theoret ica l ly . Hence, sc ient is ts are compel led to brand i t as ‘God’s par t ic le ’ .

Where actually is the seat of mind and where exactly is the limit of its extent? How omnipotent

the mind is , i f  i t  is proper ly t ra ined? These th ings haunt me now-a-days . . . ’

But, frankly speaking, my knowledge-bank does not steer me to reach to a decision in this

m a t t e r .

Let me change the top ic . . .  the n ight is a lso growing o ld .

About myse l f .  I read in c lass V at the Ramkr ishna Miss ion at Kurseong but I appeared

for Schoo l F ina l in 1967 f rom Si l igur i  Col lege. Then the upr is ing of the Naxa lbar i movement

cast a spell over my mind. I began to work for the party as a wholetimer with a vision to create

an exp lo i ta t ion – f ree wor ld . I t r ied to read, as much as I cou ld , on le f t i s t movements and

l is tened to the prob lem-po in ts o f the common masses . Th is conso l ida ted in me the in tense

despise for these bourgeoise sect ions of the society – and in doing that I spoi l t my assuredly

br ight career . I was so engrossed in the very thought of being inst rumenta l in br ing ing about

a revolut ion that I had no regret for not being an engineer or an IAS, though I had every to

their success and I smil ingly conjectured that they could never turn into assests of the country

and be l ieved that they would shed crocod i le tears for the poor , take charge of f lood-re l ie f

camps as BDO/SDO/DM and spend the i r l i ves as conf i rmed bureaucra ts – happ i ly marr ied ,

happ i ly p laced in l i fe .

Parents, teachers used to refer to us often as ideals of their wards. You must have heard

f rom your parents . My bro ther remembered how teachers of my schoo l used to ho ld out and

show my answer scr ip ts as examples of good wr i t ing . My bro ther was la ter shocked to learn

what an unfor tunate th ing had happened to h is e lder bro ther . He was rea l ly upset .

Let it go. It was very late when I came to understand the flawed path and the frail ideolgy

of the party I rel inquished the party-membership. I came to calcutta to join a career of medical

representat ive. Isn ’ t i t a fa l l f rom grace? A clear and agoniz ing depar ture f rom what i t should
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have been to what has been. I did not at al l l ike to goon prat t l ing the qual i t ies and compo-

si t ions of a medic ine before had medical pract i t ioners . I began to feel f rom wi th in that I had

not wi tnessed a charming sundown for qui te a long t ime. I saw the evening suddenly leaping

down and the world, which I had aways thought also to be mine own, began to distance from

me. Al l these th ings made me feel to be ponely and out of sor ts . I decided to give up the

job. The chief Chemist of the company was my ardent wel l-wisher and offered me to work with

him in the lab as his assistant. But the kind of dissociation that began to grow in me did not

a l low me to res t in peace. I had to take re fuge to an excuse that I had to leave my job

because I intended to study further. It was a white lie. I told it because I did not want to hurt

h im deep down in hear t .  He be l ieved in me and g lad ly re leased me f rom serv ice wi th an

af fect ionate pat , ‘whenever you feel any urgency, do not hesi ta te to come over to me. ’ I st i l l

remember that .

However , the sunsets d id not have durab le ef fec ts on my l i fe . No sooner d id I s tar t to

recons ider my dec is ion of hav ing le f t my serv ice that yet another in f luent ia l persona l i ty

stumbled upon my l i fe. You must have already understood about whom I am speaking. He also

paid me the whole of h is t ime and at tent ion . He came of an ar is tocra te fami ly he was very

knowledgeable , i f  not except iona l ly erud i te . His amicab le behav iour impressed me r igh taway.

I d id not by any chance, have the fa in tes t idea that he had commi t ted 19 murders .

At around this t ime I came to see you and i t was an instance of love at f i rst sight . Do

you believe it was I who was in command of the large unit no. 3 of the women’s cadre wing

of the par ty –– who care fu l ly ignored the cour tsh ip of some of the female cadres , but none

cou ld venture to force me in to any amorous re la t ionsh ip – because they be l ieved that I

unders tood noth ing about love , they were perhaps r igh t . The on ly dream/love in my l i fe was

revolut ion and nothing but revolut ion. I admired some ladies certainly – they were beaut i fu l and

sens ib le . But that was an end to i t .

On the contrary, on my first encounter with you I could at once discern that you were my

one and that my search for the life-partner had ended. It was all the very platonic. I still believe

that even if I was granted an option to choose my bride from a bevy, I could not have chosen

a bet te r ha l f  than you.

Anyway, le t us now turn to the prev ious top ic . My ar is tocra t f r iend/bus iness par tner took

much pr ide in h is ab i l i t y to k i l l  peop le . A l l  h is murders were commi t ted , (exc lud ing 6/7,

commi t ted on beha l f o f the congress par ty/or on mercenary bas is ) , fo r pure ly persona l rea-

sons. He did not spare anybody’s l i fe, i f the person hurt his ego ( i t might be a psychological

syndrome) . He used to smi le at the idea of soc ia l ism. His s tandpo in t was that d ispar i ty is

everywhere in nature in th is wor ld , some where you may wi tness verdant vegeta t ion some-

where some ar id deserts . He used also to say, money has no hues, and reposed his fa i th in

the adage, ‘surv iva l o f the f i t tes t . ’

I came to learn so may things about him later. He ran an arms factory with a well-oriented

d is t r ibu t ion network . I t  cer ta in ly requ i red ta lent . I t  is no easy to made automat ic weapons

because i f requi res minute mathemat ica l sk i l l .  I learnt how to make suns out of cur ios i ty , but

I did not join him as a partner in the business. He tried to persuade me with the reasons like

how can maker of a knife be responsible for i ts use, which may either be in the hands of a

surgeon or a cut- throat? ’ Th is was a s t rong argument , but not a jus t i fy ing one.

These anectes are so many in number that the i r compi la t ion would make a nove l .  But I

just want to ment ion a few unknown events or bet ter to say, I l ike to unravel some aspects

and by doing so I want to der ive peace to mind.

Excuse me for be ing so long and ted ious . In fac t ,  I do not possess the capac i ty to

express my se l f in brev i ty .

Let me turn again to the prev ious topic . Slowly but steadi ly I adopted al l the bad habi ts

l ike, smoking, dr inking, frequent ing red l ight area etc. , thanks to my ar istocrat fr iend. I did not

hide this fact from you. Did I? My fr iend always used to rei terate, ‘ ‘The only aim in a man’s

l i fe should be to earn money, the qual i ty of a man is determined by h is bank balance, and

the meaning of the l i fe can only be exempl i f ied through grat i f icat ion of senses wi th o ld wine,

young concubines . He who can not r ise to th is occas ion, is but a n incompoop, as my f r iend

to ld . As I took to dr ink ing , I drank to my hear t ’s content , wi thout proper food, t i l l  my con-

sc ience and sense reached the bot tommost . As I was out ( in the i r vers ion) , I took refuge to

‘Boudi’ (sister-in-law), whom you had met earlier. I revered the lady as I do til l today. She might

have unders tood me and my d ispos i t ions . In fac t ,  they were not accustomed to hav ing so

much respect as she had f rom me. One day she came across your passpor t-s ize photo in

my purse and pass ionate ly u t te red , ‘ ‘Oh! My poor , pure mother . ’ ’

They did not al low me to go out anywhere at night. I used to put up at a corner in the

same room in which Boudi and her husband sleep. They were so eager to know why, I came

there spend ing so much money. Boudi supp l ied me wi th a number of fac ts regard ing the

compuls ions of household gi r ls behind thei r turn ing into prost i tu tes and the ro le of the society

behind th is . I have seen the darker s ide of the so-cal led el i te sect ion of the society . I have

a lso seen the sex-workers , who lead a l i fe o f b lemished ext ravagance, do have some near

and dear ones at the deepest core of the i r hear t , where they are untarn ished and absolu te ly

pr iva te . Most o f them have not rece ived the s l igh tes t beam of en l igh tenment .

Anyway, we a l ready amassed a large amount o f money, because we had successfu l ly

robbed a few banks. I of fered a proposal to the gent leman that we should form an N.G.O. to

per form the des i red duty , i f  poss ib le . His answer was in negat ive . I t  was noth ing wor th less

serv ice he to ld . He was not for do ing anyth ing soc ia l ly benef ic ia l ,  nor for bus iness . He had

brought me in to the web wi th these ends in v iew, and s topped me a lways by say ing , ‘ ‘Th is

is the last t ime, this is f inal ’ ’ . But what we did actual ly with the money was nothing short of

launder ing i t  by indu lg ing in a l l  sor ts o f meaning less foppery , lav ishness and sensua l i ty . We

t rave l led f rom one c i ty to another by a i r ,  spent vo luptuous n ights in f ive-s tar hote ls .

My ob jec t ion to the f lambuoyant l i fe s ty le was taken very ser ious ly by h im. He spoke in

a low voice with hardened jaw but wearing a cruel smile, ‘‘It is up to you if you want suddently

to change your course, but Frankensteins I did Manage in numbers before for you I shal l have

to do it with a bit ing feel ing in my mind .. . But you see, I am helpless I can not make you

understand wi th reasons. How many souls on th is ear th can repay the debt of a rescue f rom

a garbage to af f luence? ’ ’

The ins inuat ion was unmis takable . He to ld me that he was ready to k i l l  me wi th a fee l ing .

I could discern at once that his feeling was a manifestation of a grati tude towards me for offering

one of my eyes, when the doctor suspected that he would lose his eyes ight af ter the acc ident .

But h is b la tant s ta tement that he rescued me f rom garbage was not a t a l l  acceptab le to me.

Gradua l ly I became a sof t prey to despera t ion . I cou ld s lowly learn that I had no other

opt ion but to drag on with bank-robbery or drug-traf f ick ing. Any deviat ion from this would spel l
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death for me. Only one middle path. i .e . , k i l l ing him personal ly could have solved my problem.

But I was not in a mental state to do that .

R ight a t th is junc ture of my l i fe , I got o f f to marry you. I rea l ized that I shou ld have

expressed every secret of my l i fe to someone, who was going to be in a wed lock wi th me

for l i fe . But here a lso I was unable , because I was not ready to lose you forever .

Fie on him, who says l iquor amel iorates pains and pangs, weals and woes. At least i t did

not he lp me at a l l  in drowning a l l  my miser ies them. At las t the wedding took p lace under .

Your ausp ices , you are aware of the fac t .

The next few years registered many ups and downs in my l i fe including suffer ing jai l terms

being engaged in another employment on re lease f rom pr ison and at las t my invo lvement in

a business, where I fa i led miserable some so-cal led pol i te brats of th is soc ie ty embezzled my

hard-earned cap i ta l .  I t  was beyond my wi ldes t imaginat ion . The on ly thought that be got me

was to ensure a f inanc ia l secur i ty for you, the daughters and get them marr ied. The Di rector

o f the Botan ica l gardens extended h is he lp ing hands and I a imed at a speedy (enhancement

of ) expor t . Dur ing the las t phase I bor rowed money agains t in terest to lend the las t poss ib le

suppor t to the s ink ing sh ip of my l i fe . I t  was unbearab le to me to have watched my fa ther

count ing the lumpsum in teres t amount every month wi th h is aged f ingers .

A l l  th is prec ip i ta ted my demanding the sum of Rupees th i r ty thousand, which had fa l len

due wi th the ‘e lder bro ther ’ .  He grabbed th is oppor tun i ty to persuade me in to another wrong-

doing. He said. ‘ ‘Everything is ready, you just have to reach these to get i t done at once’ ’ . I

was unab le to d ivu lge th is fac t to you, because i t  d id not have the mer i t .  My p lan was to

real ign my l i fe wi th the share of what I was about to gain f rom my cr ime.

I did accompl ish i t almost perfect ly even at this age. One plain clothed pol iceman hindered

my way – the only way of my escape. I could have blown his head off for I had a loaded gun

in my hand and he was at a point blank range. But I could not pull the trigger – not because

my coming abi l i ty betrayed me – actual ly i t never did – since 1969, when under went combat

t ra in ing (armed and unarmed) , in fac t jus t my unv i l l ing se l f sur rendered, the pageant ry o f a l l

the future events, your faces and the faces of the wife and chi ldrens of the pol ice man came

up in rapid succession to make me abjure my arms and the urge of escape. The resul t was

as expected . I rega ined my senses in the hosp i ta l wi th excruc ia t ing pa in a l l  over my body,

unable to roll back. The rest is known to you. Now my days are prisoned. The premature death

of my mother , who was otherwise in some heal th , is only due to me – th is agony is eat ing

in to my l i fe everyday – te l l  me, d id you a l l  expect th is f rom me? Did I have the necess i ty

to drag on my l i fe wi th the subsistence amount that you provide and to depr ive the chi ldren?

I used to dwel l upon the fact that I should wi l l mysel f wi thout much ado. But your innocent ly

help less exis tence does put me in a di lemma in two minds. Anyway, probably the cal l of the

dest iny is f ina l ly descend ing upon me – probab ly . (you may not rea l ize what my po in t is ,

because you are not qu i te aware of th is aspect . )

S y n o p s i sS y n o p s i sS y n o p s i sS y n o p s i sS y n o p s i s

There are quite a few prisoners have who are init iated to terrorism and given to Jihad as they

cal l i t . One has to shudder in dismay of one comprehends how f iner thei r network has grown

today. A lot of th ings are happening have in perfect s i lence. Not al l of them are ideal is t ic –

they are rather sel f-centred. They are ut i l ized on being paid in cash or kind. These characters

do not have the mindset to th ink about the af termath . They prepare re l iab le ground for b lack

mai l ing the se lec ted pr isoners when they fa i l  good to them onto the i r path even by of fe r ing

them money or va luab le presents .

I have fal len prey to th is design inadvertent ly ; nevertheless, I cannot be made to do what

I cannot do. Let me tel l you now, whatever I have disclosed is just a drop in the ocean . . .

a lo t more is happen ing here . . .  wh ich is beyond of our imaginat ion even! An a l l  pervad ing

g loba l network ! (apparent ly inv is ib le ) ’ ’ .  However , th is is why I am here . Do not be upset

because it was inevitable. I did try to evade it , but our rulers are infected with procrast inat ion.

Some have to depar t in the meant ime. You may convey th is to whosoever you th ink you

should. I wil l write down before I leave, the names of the persons who are responsible for such

a fa te fu l dec is ion of mine.

There is nothing that I can give you or grant you, but please l isten to a few more words

my f ina l ones.

1 ) You must keep l i fe long contacts wi th e lders is ter and brother- in- law. They are wel l -wishers .

2 ) The same is t rue to our materna l unc le and aunt .

3 ) With ‘She’-a and ‘did’ as well. They might not have come to see me in such dire situation

that I have passed through. But you must a lso admi t that every th ing is not poss ib le for

al l . Do you remember that they never set you feel the absence of your father and mother

a f ter the i r death . They should a l l  your respons ib i l i t ies out o f a f fec t ion . Th is must not be

forgot ten and . . .

4) The person whom you have won in contact with of late by chance wi l l remain an enigma

to you forever. He is like the sunrise, he holds tacitly in himself the power of creation and

destruct ion. I f you ever feel the warmth radiate by him, you may presume that you needed

t i ther to bask or to get a cleansing with l ive. He wi l l soak heat off me to give you the

warmth of peace. Do not hesitate to contact him personal ly for just once in order to extra

the spir i t of l i fe from him. You wi l l see to real ize how very uncommon his react ions are.

‘ ‘The mere presence even, may be very heal ing element in the l ives of persons l ike us. ’ ’

He does not have much t ime to of fe r . He is a lmost a lways busy wi th h is work load,

research-or ienta t ions and creat iv i ty whenever he is awake. I t is very d i f f icu l t to make out

whether he is cabable of spending sometime for his wife and son, where he leaves dearer

than himsel f or even i f he is , how much t ime he does spare for them. Each and evens

l iving being needs a quantum of rest in this world, but he seems to be an exception. Yet

he is so genu ine and tender in mind . You have to de lve deep through the upper and

comparat ive ly harder crus t o f h is mind to get to the core . Our percept ions are l ike the

b l ind ’s who exper iences an e lephant through h is touches . So these rea l iza t ions about h im

are p iecemeal and by no means to ta l . I presume not even, our mother ly precept ress has

been ab le to wi tness the fu l l  and unres t r ic ted beauty of h is sou l .

Th is may be the reason as to why I cannot wi thstand any untoward cr i t ic ism against h im

in h is absence, spec ia l ly when those cr i t i cs shou ld have been thankfu l to h im or some va l id

round or the other. Why should I l isten to the descript ion of Mount Everest from someone. Who

did not at all reach the foothil ls of the Himalayas? He seems to me to be like the unfathomable

sea, which bears the brunt of a lmost a l l the wastes le f t behind by the sea-farers . He seems

to be so ind i f fe rent yet so car ing and anx ious about o thers .

Let me tel l you. this may be a manifestat ion of the power that I was speaking about. How
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otherwise, would i t be possib le for any morta l to be such accompl ished and perfect as he is .

Shou ld I name the person? Probab ly not .

Now I am sleepy when I know you wi l l not be lost in the meandering lanes of l i fe, even

in the mids of the sea you wi l l not be lonely because you know the Polestar is your guide.

Take care .

I am yours on ly .

V I I IV I I IV I I IV I I IV I I I

We have not forgot ten the hue and cry about the hang ing of Dhananjoy . Th is top ic was the

ta lk o f the town for qu i te a few weeks , thanks to the mass-media . Peop le f rom every walk

o f l i fe took in teres t in i t  and every body pa id at ten t ion . Th is denotes that the inc ident was

c lose ly re la ted wi th the ins t inc t o f sp ices preservat ion . Dhananjoy Chat topadhyay was hanged

at 4.30 am. on August 14, 2004 at the central Jail Alipore in the charges of rape and murder

of an adolescent g i r l ,  Heta l Parekh by name, at a Bhowanipore apar tment in Kolkata in 1991.

Dhananjoy came of a remote v i l lage of Bankura . However , the inc ident beat up such a huge

c loud of dust as cou ld not be apprehended for the fo l lowing probab le reasons :

(1 ) I t was imperat ive for the State power to prove i ts just i f iabi l i ty in v iew of mul t ip l icat ion

of nat ionwide incidents of rape and murder by way of met ing out exemplary punishment to the

c o n v i c t .

(2) A huge tornado of protests began to swir l up at the t ime of Dhananjoy’s case because

the r ight to empowerment of women had gained ground already and i t was a common addict ion

that t ime was r ipe for women to win over the i r own fa te . I t  became apparent a t t imes that

Dhananjoy was respons ib le for a l l  the rape cases in the wor ld .

(3) An extens ive coverage of the event by mass-media prepared the backdrop of a

widespread sent iment and an air of beaten dust which presented the event as an indispensib le

topic of the t ime and that i t is the one and only one gossip.

Dhananjoy was wi th us f rom the t ime of h is ent ry in to the Al ipore ja i l  t i l l  h is depar ture .

So it will not be out of way if we discuss a point or two over him in the light of social sciences,

though i t is not our object ive to discuss on capital punishment in general . Moreover, the media

have taken us in to conf idence wi th p lenty of rea l and concocted stor ies about the hanging of

Dhananjoy . The po in ts which have h i ther to been unexp lored wi l l  be e luc idated here .

I t is needles to say that we are against capi ta l punishment . But the inc ident that we are

ta lk ing about , created somewhat perp lexed and complex s i tua t ion . The ro le of phys ic ians i .e . ,

their present at the t ime of execut ion raised qui te a few eyebrows. There are debatable issues

and we have not yet been ab le to reach a consensus .

Dhananjoy , however , grew to be l ike one of the members of fami ly . So i t  is d i f f i cu l t  to

present any impar t ia l v iew on h im. But admi t ted ly , we were complete ly in the dark in so far

as ascer ta in ing what had actua l ly happened for which he was be ing pun ished. Di f fe rent

op in ions were a i red at d i f fe rent leve ls . But the fac t cou ld not be ver i f ied by h im. Once he

p lanned to convene a press conference where he to ld that he would d ivu lge the t ru th about

h is case. But no such meet ing took p lace natura l ly . In these c i rcumtances , the lega l docu-

ments were to be cons idered as expung ing the t ru th .

Dhananjoy c la imed that he was innocent . We d id not cons ider the s ta tements to be t rue .

But why then did he not confess even when he know that he was going to be executed? I t

may be because he thought that h is confess ion would turn h imse l f desp icab le to us and he

would be underscored . True or not t rue , h is s ta tement he ld out one impor tant po in ter to the

fact that the legal documents was not ver i table, because Dhananjoy did not seem to have the

menta l capab i l i t y to commi t the cr ime that was reg is tered .

Dhananjoy was the descendant of an i l l i terate Brahmin fami ly of a back t rodden v i l lage of

Bankura. He did not carry any history of crime behind his t i t le. He got married before he went

out in search of a job at Durgapur. He came to Kolkata to join as a security staff only a few

days before commi t t ing the cr ime, Heta l ’s fami ly was acqua in ted wi th h im. He got in fa tuated

wi th a smar t ,  convent-educated g i r l  l i ke Heta l ,  spec ia l ly a f te r be ing in t roduced to her fami ly .

I t may be a fact that Dhananjoy could have picked a wrong signal or indicat ion from Hetal as

she was open and unassuming. Moreover , she was a lso young and in her teens . She cou ld

have deve loped some pranks of her age. Dhananjoy , not very courageous by nature , must

have commi t ted the cr ime under the spe l l  o f in fa tuat ion .

Dhanajoy was very rude and harsh by nature in the beginning. He tr ied to prove, probably

on being prompted by some wise inmates, that he was impotent in order to thwart the charge

of rape. He was not very exper ienced that t ime. But one th ing must be ment ioned here .

Dhananjoy was never repor ted against for h is conduct dur ing h is s tay in pr ison. He, however ,

gradua l ly become a changed man and the day preced ing h is death saw h im very p ious in

at t i tude and l iv ing . Bes ides th is , the way he compromised wi th death , le f t  us amazed. He

abided by a l l  the ins t ruc t ions of the author i t i s wi th a lmost doc i l i t y .

As al l of us, who were with him always, came to real ize that his death-sentence was not

to be reprieved, we made him understand that he had no other way but to accept it in the face

of the mental agony that he was passing through. Our efforts might not have gone al l in vain.

I can st ress on the fact that we have deal t wi th him t i l l  h is death. Dhananjoy did not have

any compla in t aga ins t th is . A l l  h is compla in ts revo lved around the fo l lowing po in ts :

( 1 ) He be l ieved that he was pun ished on account o f h is pover ty .

There may be an iota of t ru th in his statement . But i t was not only his pover ty , i t was

congruence of o ther fac tors l ike i l l i te racy and backwardness as wel l .  The way the lega l

proceed ings of Dhananjoy were pursued in s tages is , in shor t ,  un ique and unprecedented .

None in this country was hanged before, after serving a jai l-term for 14 years. There is no eye

wi tness in th is case. None in the country was hanged on the basis of c i rumstant ia l ev idence.

Dhananjoy and h is p leaders were equa l ly respons ib le for not be ing ab le to r ise to the

occas ion to repea l the death-sentence. Th is may a lso be termed as a lapse of the jud ic iary .

At a certain stage of the proceeding, the case got subdued. I t was Dhananjoy who revived

i t up in the expecta t ion that he would be re leased as h is ja i l - term had a l ready been served

for 14 years. The mass-media grabbed the issue at once and created such a huge uproar as

i t was beyond Dhananjoy ’s wi ldes t ant ic ipa t ion .

Th is bes ides , th is case was produced before both the Hon’b le Supreme Cour t s imul tane-

ous ly . The Hon’b le High Cour t d ismissed the case not be despatched to the Apex Cour t on

t ime. The Supreme Cour t took a ser ious except ion to th is on the charge of suppress ion of

fac ts and i ts order t i l led towards h is cap i ta l pun ishment so dec is ive ly that no chance of i ts

waver ing ever arose.

Moreover , Dhananjoy ’s case cou ld not be s teered pro fess iona l ly spec ia l ly in mat ters re-

lat ing to the post-mortem report etc . in the lower courts . The order of the lower court deeply

in f luenced the apex cour t du ly . We have to p ick up these top ics because the case was

3 63 5



referred to as ‘ the rarest of the rare’ .

(2) The second grudge that Dhananjoy lul led in his mind was in the demand as to why he

would not have been of fered another chance for se l f - re format ion .

Many compla ined that Dhananjoy never showed any s ing of regre t .  But one has to take

young age in to cons idera t ion and the fac t tha t he never conceded that Death Sentence was

appropriate in his case generated in him a kind of protest and not regret. He used to hold that

d is t r ibu t ion of death to h im was a soc ia l in jus t ice .

Dhananjoy ’s execut ion, however , cast a gloomy pal l over the ambience of the soi l as wel l

as i ts adjo in are as for a few days. This proved an impor tant Pavlov ian term in Psychology,

‘ re f lex of spec ies preservat ion ’ .  Apar t f rom that , i t  is a lso a fac t tha t any death has the

capaci ty to move us to ei ther sympathy or a fear psychosis that ar ises from the si lenced l i fe ,

wh ich was so v ibrant a few moments ago.

Persons who watched the whole inc ident f rom a dis tance had react ions amount ing to mere

inqu is t iveness , amusement , adventure , desp ise or hat red , but the ones, who wi tnessed the

whole ep isode f rom prox imi ty , or had t r ied to weight the whole mat ter wi th reasons have

respected otherwise. Their point rested on judic ial i r regular i ty , i .e, hanging a convict af ter a jai l

te rm of 14 years .

The whole prec in ts o f A l ipore Cent ra l Ja i l  were l i fe less three days before and af ter the

execut ion of Dhanan joy .

The f inancial condit ion of Dhananjoy’s family was not at al l sound. He was worr ied of this.

He implored everyone, who vis i ted him in ja i l , to help his fami ly f inancia l ly . I t is unknown to

me as to how his fami ly is susta in ing i tse l f . Dhananjoy was indeed a cr iminal , but h is fami ly

shou ld not be he ld respons ib le for th is .

I quote a le t ter wr i t ten to Dhananjoy by h is wi fe .

Respected Husband,

Af f i rs t I convey my love to you. I have been wai t ing for your return for 14 long years.

I do bel ieve you cannot do this. I can say repeatedly that you are not gui l ty. I can see your

face every t ime and my face is washed wi th tears which f low f rom my conv ic t ion . Dis tance

f rom you is what p ierces me a lways . I do not now what I sha l l  do , how I sha l l  ga in your

company. This very thought of absolv ing you takes al l my t ime and strength. Why should you,

desp i te be ing innocent , fa l l  prey to a fa lsehood?

I am an Ind ian woman l ike other women of th is count ry . You assured that I have not

misunderstood you, nor would I ever misunderstand most. I bel ieve none wi l l be able to snatch

you away f rom me.

I pray to God for your wel lbe ing.

I look forward to rece iv ing your le t te r .

R e g a r d s .

Y o u r s

P u r n i m a

Remin iscences of D. D. KosambiRemin iscences of D. D. KosambiRemin iscences of D. D. KosambiRemin iscences of D. D. KosambiRemin iscences of D. D. Kosambi

R. P. Nene

[ Rajaram Parashuram Nene (1929-2010) , a c lose assoc ia te of Pro fessor D.D Kosambi , was

born at K ih im near Al ibag, Maharasht ra and brought up at Kamayu, a suburb of Rangoon,

Myanmar t i l l 1942 and then in Pune. He did his B. A. (Hons.) in Economics and Pol i t ics from

Fergusson Col lege, Pune. He was act ive in the Al l  Ind ia Students ’ Federa t ion and la ter

became a member of the Communist Party of India. He used to work as a research assistant

wi th many Ind ian and fore ign scho lars and co-authored over 20 pro jec ts on such d iverse

themes as Power Pol i t i cs in Pune Zi l la Par ishad, Impact o f Panshet F lood on People ’s L ives ,

e tc . . He par t ic ipated in the Goa l iberat ion st ruggle , Samyukta Maharasht ra agi ta t ion , Ek Gaon

Ek Panavtha (one v i l lage one water source) movement and for renaming the Marathware

U n i v e r s i t y . ]

Ms Vi jaya Bhagavat and Nene opened the f i rs t communis t book shop in Pune ca l led The

People ’s Book House in 1948. Later i t  was no longer under the cont ro l o f the Par ty and

operated t i l l the late 1970s as the only out let of Marxist l i terature in Pune. The People’s Book

House pub l ished the f i rs t co l lec t ion of essays by Kosambi , Exaspera t ing Essays : Exerc ise in

the Dia lec t ica l Method ( 1957) and h is Atomic Energy for Ind ia ( 1960) , unabr idged tex t o f h is

ta lk to the Rotary Club of Poona on July 25, 1960.

Af ter the CPI spi l t , Nene jo ined the CPI(M) but le f t i t because of pol i t ica l d i f ference. Yet

he remained act ive as a non-par ty Marx is t in the ra t iona l is t movement , Save Narmada move-

ment and other issues . He was assoc ia ted wi th severa l organ iza t ions such as Samaj Vidnyan

Akademi (Academy of Po l i t i ca l and Soc ia l Stud ies) , Buddhipramanyavad i Mancha (Rat iona l is t

Forum) , and Loksvatant ra ta Sangathan (Organ isa t ion for Civ i l  L iber ty ) .  He was a lso c lose to

such scho lars as D. K. Bedekar , A. R. Kamat and soc ia l ac t iv is ts l i ke Baba Adhav, Medha

Patkar , Dada Sonawane and Vi las Wagh.

Nene used to wr i te a lmost exc lus ive ly in Marath i and authored numerous ar t ic les in

journa ls l ike Tatparya , Mi lun Sarva jan i , and Vatsaru , and penned a number o f pamphle ts . His

in terv iew wi th Arv ind Gupta about D. D. Kosambi (ava i lab le in net ,<ht tp ://

www.arv indgupta toys .com>) is an inva luab le source of in format ion . He a lso prov ided mater ia l

fo r Chin tamani Deshmukh ’s b iography of Kosambi in Marath i (now ava i lab le in Engl ish , t rans-

la ted by Suman Oak on net , <ht tp ://v idyaon l ine .org/arv indgupta/ddkb io .pdf>) . A long wi th Meera

Kosambi (daughter o f Pro fessor Kosambi ) he organ ized the year- long ce lebra t ion of Pro fessor

Kosambi’s birth centenary. Nene died after a brief il lness in a Pune hospital on 24 March 2010.

His body was donated to a hosp i ta l .

I  f i rs t met Nene in 1979 when I v is i ted Pune. A sof t spoken person, he knew a lmost

anyone who was anybody in Pune and around. He volunteered to take me to the Kesari off ice

where the f i rs t Ind ian Nat iona l F lag des igned by Hemchandra Das (Kanungo) cou ld be seen.

Madame Kama waved th is very f lag at the Stu t tgar t Congress of the Soc ia l is t In ternat iona l

in 1907. He a lso accompanied me to T i lak Smarak Mandi r to he lp me f ind the micro f i lmed

copies of The Mahrat ta . Whenever I v is i ted Pune I would meet him wi thout fa i l in his f la t at

3 7

3 8

P A S



Sadash iv Peth . He used to rega le me wi th anecdotes about veteran CPI leaders l ike S. A.

Dange, B. T. Ranadive and others. When I met him last in the f i rst week of March 2010 he

was s lowly recupera t ing f rom an a i lment which u l t imate ly c la imed h is l i fe .

We used to correspond off and on, first by post and then by email. Given the poor service

of the postal department in India, I insisted on his using the net so that we could be in touch.

Others too must have urged him to do so. Hence at the age of 78 he learned to operate the

computer and our cor respondence became more f requent . In response to my query concern ing

the ded ica t ion of Kosambi ’s f i rs t fu l l - length work on h is tory (An In t roduct ion to the Study of

Ind ian His tory ,  Bombay: Popular Prakashan, 1956) he wrote back the f i rs t le t ter pr in ted below.

Then i t became a regu lar a f fa i r and he went on record ing , a t my fervent request , severa l

events in Kosambi ’s l i fe unknown to me and many others . Those le t ters are being reproduced

be low for the benef i t  o f a l l  admirers of Kosambi .

Nene was one of those who cou ld jus t ly be descr ibed as the sa l t o f the ear th . In h is

absence my v is i ts to Pune wi l l  never be the same.

Ramkr ishna Bhat tacharya]

11111 04. 04. 2009

Dear Prof . Bhat tacharya ,

Before I go on let me tell you that dedication to Monica Felton in the first edit ion of ‘Introduction’

was knocked of f in the second ed i t ion 1 because accord ing to Pro f . Kosambi she s tar ted lean ing

a l i t t le too much to r ight-wing  ideology and he just did not l ike people who were too unstable

in regard to the i r convic t ions. Another point in regard to your ar t ic le on Prof .Kosambi2:  A l though

i t is t rue that one cannot wr i te every th ing in one shor t ar t ic le , i t  might have been wor thwhi le

wri t ing about his discovery of the sphinxes on one of the steps of the Karla Caves.3 I wi l l wri te

to you a li t t le more about his field work some other time. In addit ion to other points what I l iked

very much about your ar t ic le is the fac t tha t you d id not t ry to cover up h is shor tcomings .

Warm Regards .

R . P . N e n e

22222 06. 06. 2009

I hope you received the mail I sent you yesterday. I am trying to recollect what all I have told

you about Prof.  DDK and what remains to be told. Before I go on let me first ask you whether

you have access to EPW and whether you f ind t ime to read it regularly. I f so, have you read

Dr. C.K. Raju’s art ic le on Prof . Kosambi as a Mathematic ian?4 I f not , I can send you a xerox

copy by post .

33333 10. 06. 2009

SPHINX DISCOVERED BY PROF. KOSAMBI .

‘Dhenukakata’5 was a region occupied by [the] Greeks in Ancient India. I t is s i tuated near the

Kar la Caves near Lonava la (Pune) . I t  was a Greek set t lement cons is t ing of t raders who had

vis i ted India dur ing that per iod. The inscr ipt ions on some of the pi l lars in the caves announce

donat ions given by some Greeks as also by Indian kings, Indian traders and some lay people.

These donat ions served to cont r ibu te towards the cost o f const ruc t ing these mass ive s t ruc-

tures . A good dea l o f weal th was a lso accumula ted and s tored in ce l ls spec ia l ly const ruc ted

for storage. The inscr ipt ions on the pi l lars wal ls and steps have been read both by Indian and

in ternat iona l scho lars in Indo logy which of course inc ludes Archaeo logy . You are , I assume,

aware that the Brahmi scr ipt would have remained unread for how long i t is di f f icul t to guess,

i f  Pr insep had not taken the labor ious pa ins to dec ipher i t .

K ing Asoka ’s now wel l -known inscr ip t ions cou ld be read on ly because Pr insep took the ef for ts

to dec ipher the scr ip t .

What is surpr is ing ly s ign i f i cant in respect o f the Kar la Caves is that , a l though Ind ian and

fore ign scho lars as a lso laymen had v is i ted these caves severa l t imes, the Sphinx engraved

on the 13th Pi l lar (another evidence that the Greeks had vis i ted th is area) remained unnot iced

unt i l  DDK drew at tent ion to i ts ex is tence. And yet wi th some modesty ( for which he was not

too famous) he has sa id that i t  remained unnot iced probab ly because of the darkness (want

o f suf f i c ien t l igh t ) tha t sur rounded i t .  So that ’s the s tory o f the Sphinx .

Now le t me ask you whether you know of the ex is tence of a CD which t r ies to dep ic t the

in terpre ta t ive h is tory of Anc ient Ind ia as presented by DDK? The ef for ts were in i t ia l l y taken

by Comrade Arvind Das who is no more and a group of f r iends in Delh i many years ago. I t

i s qu i te long (more than four hours) and has remained unf in ished. Arv ind Gupta ( famous for

mak ing toys and s imi la r gadgets for conduct ing the L i te racy and Sc ience educat ion cam-

paigns) has copies of th is CD. He is at present in Pune. I t is qui te inexpens ive or perhaps

free. If he has copies left with him and if you have not heard about it I think that I wil l be

able to obtain i t and send i t to you. Audibi l i ty is not sat is factory in some parts but one can

over look that and watch i t  a l l  the same.

44444 12. 09. 2009

I knew Late Pro f . Gode6 not too wel l  but a l i t t le bet te r than jus t acqua in tance. Pro f . D.D.K.

used to request me somet imes to meet Pro f . Gode and get some quota t ions  f rom some

Sanskr i t  tex ts . He was one of the very few persons for whom DDK had immense respect .

Comrade S.A. Dange and Prof . Gode knew each other very wel l  and occas iona l ly when

Comrade Dange was in Pune I used to accompany him at his request to meet Prof . Gode for

conversat ion which somet imes used to go on for near ly two hours . When Prof . DDK learn t

about th is from Prof . Gode, Prof . D.D.K. smi led and asked Prof . Gode to tel l Com. Dange not

to venture in to the f ie ld o f scho larsh ip , espec ia l ly Indo logy . He may be great in many other

respects but he was decidedly a bad scholar , DDK to ld him. I had asked Prof . Gode whether

he had carr ied out DDK’s “ inst ruct ions” . Prof . Gode said that DDK had al ready done that , 7 so

where was the need to repeat i t? Bes ides , po l i t i c ians g ive in terpre ta t ions to su i t the i r goa ls .

T i lak , Arv ind Ghosh, Gandhi , Ambedkar a l l  d id the same th ing .  A l l  tha t one can do is to

cr i t i c ize them i f one doesn ’ t agree and leave i t  a t tha t .  Inc identa l ly , d id you know that

accord ing to Prof . Gode IDLI was in t roduced to Ind ia not by South Ind ia but by Afghanis tan?

That is al l that I can te l l you about Prof . Gode.

The other scholar for whom DDK had immense respect was Prof . Sukthankar . He used to say

that the standard edit ion of Mahabharat especial ly unti l Prof. S. was in charge was a very well

done job because Prof. S. was a mathematic ian. I did not know him. I was formal ly introduced

to h im once.

Beyond that I don ’ t know anyth ing about h im.  That ’s a l l  fo r today .
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C U B AC U B AC U B AC U B AC U B A

Through i ts Educat ion and Cul tu re Dept . The Govt . o f Cuba had p lanned to pub l ish an

Encyc lopaed ia cover ing a wide range of sub jec ts and runn ing in to severa l vo lumes. Pro f . DDK

was requested to write on The Culture and Civi l isat ion of India at the popular level. In keeping

wi th h is s ty le of work DDK fu l f i l led h is respons ib i l i t y wi th in the s t ipu la ted t ime and sent o f f

h is typescr ip t to the Govt . o f Cuba.

Unfor tunate ly however a feroc ious hur r icane s t ruck Cuba consequent to which the Govt . had

to concent ra te i ts ef for ts and f inances on the rehabi l i ta t ion of the hurr icane v ic t ims. The p lan

for pub l ish ing the Encyc lopaed ia had to be postponed indef in i te ly . The Govt . o f fe red to pay

the ent i re royal ty that was due to the author . Prof . DDK wrote back to request the Govt . to

ut i l ise the amount of royal ty for the rehabi l i ta t ion of the people which was urgent ly necessary .

The Govt . in turn waived i ts Copyr ight c la ims and suggested that Prof . DDK should fee l f ree

to choose another pub l isher o f h is cho ice . John I rw in , the reputed Curator o f The Br i t i sh

Museum and Library , was a f r iend of DDK. He spoke to Rout ledge and Kegan Paul and they

wi l l ing ly agreed to pub l ish i t . 8

PANSHET DAM DISASTERPANSHET DAM DISASTERPANSHET DAM DISASTERPANSHET DAM DISASTERPANSHET DAM DISASTER

The day fo l lowing the Panshet Dam Disaster which occur red in Pune in Ju ly 1961 , Pro f .

Kosambi came to our house wi th two b ig cans (b ig conta iners in which kerosene for sa le is

s tored by grocers) fu l l  o f r ice and wheat . Turn ing to Mrs .V i jaya Bhagwat , the Propr ie teress of

People’s Book House, which was razed to the ground with the impact of the water which came

with fur ious veloci ty from the dam, he said, “Please don’t feel offended because I have brought

food grains for you, which will probably be enough for all of you for about one month. You have

lost everything. But don’t lose cheer. I know that you wil l also need liquid capital to reconstruct

your book-shop and store progress ive l i te ra ture again for sa le . I wi l l  ta lk to Nene about that

la ter and I wi l l  cont r ibute my l i t t le share towards that end. At the moment I don’ t want you

to lose weight . Eat hear t i l y .  Get ready for the reconst ruc ted Dam to burs t a f te r say another

15 or 20 years!” He did lend Rs. 15 thousand (quite a substantial amount in 1961) to be repaid

if possible after an unspecified period of time (I did pay it to Meera Kosambi9  a long time after

he passed away) .

SUPPORT TO UNDERGROUND LEADERSSUPPORT TO UNDERGROUND LEADERSSUPPORT TO UNDERGROUND LEADERSSUPPORT TO UNDERGROUND LEADERSSUPPORT TO UNDERGROUND LEADERS

Socia l is t leaders l ike Achut rao Patwardhan 10 who went underground at the t ime of the ‘Qui t

Ind ia ’ Movement in 1942, s tayed in h is house for a few days. DDK took the r isk of get t ing

ar res ted i f  the po l ice had succeeded in t rac ing the whereabouts of Patwardhan at that t ime.

SUPPORT TO PARDHIS, A NOMADIC TRIBESUPPORT TO PARDHIS, A NOMADIC TRIBESUPPORT TO PARDHIS, A NOMADIC TRIBESUPPORT TO PARDHIS, A NOMADIC TRIBESUPPORT TO PARDHIS, A NOMADIC TRIBE

At the t ime of the drought in 1952, Pro f . Kosambi went wi th food gra ins to the Pardh i

communi ty (a nomadic t r ibe) l iv ing not too far f rom his house, to extend some help to them

because he had col lected a good bi t of informat ion from them when he was working on some

aspects of the pre-h is tory of Maharasht ra . 11

N o t e sN o t e sN o t e sN o t e sN o t e s

1 Kosambi dedicated his In t roduct ion to the Study of Ind ian His tory to Monica Fel ton wi th the

fo l lowing inscr ip t ion : “To/ Dr . Mrs . MONICA FELTON/ whose cr i t i ca l adv ice/ has imposed/

heavy ob l iga t ions/ upon/ both reader/ and author ” .  In the second (posthumous) ed i t ion ( 1975)

the ded ica t ion was changed to “For Indo-Sov ie t Fr iendsh ip” .

Monica Fe l ton , Br i t i sh town p lanner , came to Ind ia in 1956 and s tayed t i l l  her death in

1970. Bes ide wr i t ing a b iography of Chakravar t i  Rajagopa lachar i ( 1878-1972) , a r igh t-wing

Congressman and la ter founder of the Swatant ra Par ty (now ext inc t ) , she a lso brought out an

account o f her journey to Nor th Korea, Why I Went .
2 Reference to my ar t ic le , “Remember ing D. D. Kosambi ” , Front ie r ,  Autumn No. 41 : 1 1- 14,

Sept .28 - Oct .25, 2008,pp. 14-17 .
3 For Kar la Caves see le t te r 3.
4 Economic and Pol i t ica l Weekly ,  May 16, 2009, Vol . XLIV No. 20, pp. 32-45.
5 See Kosambi , “Dhenukakata” , Journa l o f the Bombay Branch of the Roya l As ia t ic Soc ie ty ,

xxx, pt . I I (1957), pp. 50-71. Repr inted in D. D. Kosambi on History and Society : Problems

of In terpre ta t ion ,  ed . A. J . Syed, Bombay: Depar tment o f His tory , Univers i ty o f Bombay,

1985 and Combined Methods in Indo logy and Other Wr i t ings ,  ed . Bra jadu la l Chat topadhyaya,

New Delh i :  Oxford Univers i ty Press , 2002.
6 P. K. Gode (1894-1961) was the Curator and later Professor of the Postgraduate facul ty of

the Bhandarkar Or ienta l Research Ins t i tu te , Pune. A sound Sanskr i t i s t ,   he cont r ibu ted

hundreds of shor t in format ive not ices on var ious aspects of Ind ian h is tory and cu l tu re

most ly pub l ished in the Annals of BORI , now co l lec ted in severa l vo lumes ent i t led Stud ies

in Ind ian L i te rary His tory  ( th ree vo lumes, 1953-56) and Stud ies in Ind ian Cul tura l His tory

( th ree vo lumes, 1961-69) . He was a lso one of the ed i to rs of V. S. Sukthankar Memor ia l

Vo lumes ( 1944).
7 Shr ipad Amr i t Dange ( 1889-1991) , one of the founder members of CPI , wro te Ind ia f rom

Pr imi t ive Communism to Slavery (Bombay: People ’s Publ ish ing House, 1949) which was

hai led by the party intel lectuals as a creat ive contr ibut ion to the study of Indian history from

the Marx is t po in t o f v iew. Kosambi , however , rev iewed the work qu i te adverse ly ( “Marx ism

and Anc ient Ind ian Cul ture” , Annals of the Bhandarkar Or ien ta l Research Ins t i tu te (Pune) ,

29:1-4, 1948-49, pp. 271-77) . Gode apparent ly re fers to th is rev iew ar t ic le .
8 This le t te r prov ides an in teres t ing g l impse of Kosambi ’s love for Cuba and the background

of h is book , The Cul ture and Civ i l i sa t ion of Anc ient Ind ia in His tor ica l Out l ine ,  London:

Rout ledge and Kegan Paul , 1965, repr in ted in Ind ia by Vikas Publ ish ing House, 1972.
9 Meera Kosambi ( 1939-) , the younger daughter o f D.D. Kosambi . She is a wel l -known soc i-

o log is t and former d i rec tor o f the Research Cent re for Women’s Stud ies at the SNDT

Univers i ty for Women, Mumbai and author o f severa l books and papers .
10 Achyut Patwardhan (1905-92),  soc ia l is t leader and organizer of the August Movement (Qui t

Ind ia Movement ) , 1942. I t is in teres t ing to observe that , a l though a f i rm suppor ter o f the

Peoples ’ War l ine of the Communis t Par ty o f Ind ia , Kosambi d id not hes i ta te to she l te r

“Augusters” , presumably because they were a l l  ant i - imper ia l is ts by conv ic t ion .
1 1 This le t te r a lso revea ls a l i t t le known aspect o f Kosambi ’s concern for the t r iba l peop le .

Acknowledgements : Sharad Nene, Ami tava Bhat tacharyya, San j iban Sarkar P A S
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Imag ing the Femin ine Mind ThroughImaging the Femin ine Mind ThroughImaging the Femin ine Mind ThroughImaging the Femin ine Mind ThroughImaging the Femin ine Mind Through

The Eth ic o f CareThe Eth ic o f CareThe Eth ic o f CareThe Eth ic o f CareThe Eth ic o f Care

Bid isha Mukher jee

The t rad i t iona l f ramework of mora l psycho logy as deve loped by Freud, P iaget and Kohlberg ,

env is ions the deve lopment o f a se l f tha t is egocent r ic , ind iv idua l is t ic , separa te and autono-

mous. This t rad i t ion proposed a somewhat l inear sca le of mora l matur i ty that pro jec ts the arc

of deve lopment f rom un-pr inc ip led eth ica l ego is ts towards a per fec t matured mora l th inker .

Ind iv idua ls deve lop ing under th is deve lopmenta l sca le at ta in the h ighest matur i ty leve l through

the i r commi tment to more-or- less impersona l ra t iona l idea ls such as - ‘obey ing the law’ , or

‘ th ink ing ra t iona l ly for the res tora t ion of un iversa l good ’ . The t rad i t iona l concept o f abst rac t

autonomous se l f thus conceptua l izes psycho log ica l deve lopment or matur i ty and growth pr i -

mar i ly in terms of increas ing autonomy and independence. The capac i ty for abst rac t th ink ing

has been conce ived by th is t rad i t ion as the mark of matur i ty . Moreover , the ind iv iduat ion

def ined by the ideal of autonomous sel f ref lects the value that has been placed on detachment

in mora l th ink ing and in se l f -deve lopment . Th is detached way of mora l th ink ing compels them

to unders tand a mora l d i lemma f rom the s tandpo in t o f pure , ob jec t ive , abst rac t ,  un iversa l

reason that is detached f rom any k ind of contex tua l and emot iona l sub jec t ive in f luences . But

in rea l i ty , e th ics and mora l i ty is such a concern that cannot be captured and unders tood at

al l in the real sense of the term if i t is abstracted from its context and examined through the

lenses of pure, object ive reason. I f such abstract ion is committed then it ceases to be a moral

doct r ine and becomes a mere scr ip t o f cong lomerated ra t iona l d ic ta tes . Such set o f mora l

code thereby fa i ls to reso lve inequa l i t ies and in jus t ices that occur in the rea l l i fe mora l

s i tua t ions . Moreover the l ived exper iences of both women and men that show heterogene i ty

among ind iv idua ls , has been to ta l ly ignored in th is t rad i t ion . Consequent ly the se l f has been

const ruc ted here in abst rac t ion wi th in the dynamics of un iversa l reason and pr inc ip les .

Keep ing a cr i t i ca l eye upon th is homogeniz ing tendency of the mora l d ic ta tes in the

t rad i t iona l model , the contemporary femin is t agenda is commi t ted to the acceptance of het-

erogene i ty as a v i r tue . Even wi th in the category of ‘women’ , there ex is ts a great dea l o f

s ign i f i cant var ie ty , which needs to be addressed separa te ly in the i r un ique par t icu lar i t ies .

Femin is ts a lso po in t out that a l l  d i f fe rences need not be h ierarch ica l and the at tempt to

const ruct a sca le to accommodate personal i ty d i f ferences is cons idered by many to be a form

of ar t i f i c ia l i t y and a source of coerc ion . These femin is ts are of the op in ion that the root o f

un iversa l prescr ip t ions is the insens i t i v i ty to the s ign i f i cant d i f fe rences among ind iv idua ls .

There are rea l d i f fe rences , which need to be addressed whi le const ruc t ing eth ica l sys tems.

They fee l that in the name of personhood homogenei ty a male-gendered b ias is re f lec ted and

perpetuated . Th is way of perce iv ing d i f fe rences among ind iv idua ls has led to the emergence

of two d is t inc t approaches in mora l psycho logy , one is the h ierarch ica l-deve lopmenta l ap-

proach, and the other is the non-h ierarch ica l d i f fe rence approach. As a consequence of these

two approaches, two para l le l v iews on se l f -hood const ruc t ions have evo lved - one propounds

the autonomous se l f and the other propounds the re la t iona l se l f .  The former se l f pre fers the

r igh t-based reason-based, ru le-based mora l jus t i f i ca t ion as such mora l or ien ta t ion can ensure

‘equa l app l ica t ion of ru les to a l l  w i thout any d iscr iminat ion ’ .  However th is arb i t ra ry use of

universal moral prescr ipt ion to al l eth ical issues across the board is seen as a hazard in the

eyes of the feminis ts who envis ions hidden gender-bias behind th is neutra l cur ta in of ‘universal

ob jec t ive set o f mora l d ic ta tes ’ .  Th is has led to the conceptua l iza t ion of d i f fe rent a l te rnat ive

ways of mora l eva luat ions , one of which is Caro l Gi l l igan ’s e th ic o f care .

In th is d iscuss ion I wi l l  there fore address the psycho log ica l path taken by Gi l l igan to

conceptua l ize her care eth ics , which is more a re la t iona l eth ics , a d ia log ica l eth ics , a par t ic i -

patory-eth ics that is sens i t ive to the contextua l deta i ls and concrete ind iv idua l i ty of an eth ica l

s i tua t ion . My in tent ion here is to upho ld the care-based eth ica l s tance as a nove l e th ica l

approach that works wi th in a broader normat ive parameter o f peacefu l co-ex is tence of spec ies

at large. I would thus l ike to examine the re la t iona l se l f -hood const ruc t ion proposed by Caro l

Gi l l igan . Th is prov ides an ent i re ly d i f fe rent perspect ive f rom that o f mains t ream psycho log ica l

t rad i t ion . Gi l l igan a lso enters eth ics v ia the route of psycho logy but she does not subscr ibe

to the Freud-Piaget t radi t ion. She prefers to interpret the matur i ty of the sel f in terms of the

se l f ’ s capac i ty to connect wi th other se lves and the env i ronment .

Gi l l igan ’s ent ry in to the se l f -hood const ruc t ion debate was mot iva ted by the ep isode

re la t ing to the eva luat ion of Heinz ’s d i lemma by her co l league, Koh lberg and herse l f .  Before

providing an exeget ical account of Gi l l igan’s sel f-hood construct ion i t wi l l be appropr iate to give

a report on her student-evaluat ion in relat ion to Heinz’s di lemma. In 1983, Kohlberg along with

Caro l Gi l l igan, h is co l league at Harvard Univers i ty , conducted few r igh ts and respons ib i l i t y

tes ts . These tes t models were dev ised by Kohlberg to measure mora l deve lopment dur ing

ado lescence by present ing cer ta in hypothet ica l mora l prob lems. Of the var ious hypothet ica l

mora l prob lems const ruc ted by Kohlberg for eva luat ing the mora l matur i ty o f the ado lescents ,

one is Heinz ’s d i lemma. In th is par t icu lar d i lemma, a man named Heinz cou ld not a f fo rd to

buy a drug, which h is wi fe needed to save her l i fe . Gi l l igan and Kohlberg descr ibed to the

c lass , Heinz ’s pred icament , the ser iousness of h is wi fe ’s a i lment , the drugg is t ’s re fusa l to

lower the pr ice , e tc . ,  in order to seek the i r response as to whether i t  would be mora l ly

permiss ib le for Heinz to s tea l the drug.

The par t ic ipants of these tes ts were main ly ado lescent g i r ls and boys . On the bas is o f

each and every s tudent ’s response, Gi l l igan and Kohlberg t r ied to assess the leve l o f the i r

mora l matur i ty . I t  was however observed that there ex is ts a great d i f fe rence between Gi l l igan

and Kohlberg ’s eva luat ions . A c lose scru t iny of the responses of the s tudents prov ided mean-

ingfu l ins ight in Kohlberg ’s expectat ions based on his developmenta l theory . In response to the

d i lemma, i t  was not iced that a l l  the boys cons is tent ly answered in the af f i rmat ive . Ins tead of

conce iv ing the d i lemma as a par t icu lar mora l prob lem, the boys organ ized the prob lem, in

terms of pr inc ip les concern ing re la t ive impor tance of l i fe versus proper ty . Wi th the he lp of

log ica l reason ing they came to the conc lus ion that Heinz shou ld s tea l the drug . They ra t ion-

al ized that, since human l i fe is far more worthy than money, therefore l i fe has precedence over

property and Heinz should do that which wi l l save his wife ’s l i fe that wi l l be the most logical

th ing to do under such c i rcumstances . One of the boys named Jake jus t i f ied h is cho ice in

the fol lowing way: - ’For one thing a human l i fe is worth more than money and i f the druggist

only makes $1,000, he is st i l l going to l ive but i f Heinz does not steal the drug, his wife is

4 3
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going to die. (Why is l i fe worth more than money?) Because the druggist can get a thousand

dol la rs la ter f rom r ich peop le wi th cancer , but Heinz can ’ t get h is wi fe aga in . (Why not?)

Because peop le are a l l  d i f fe rent and so you cou ldn ’ t get Heinz ’s wi fe aga in . ’ 1 

Fur ther more, a l l  the boys inc lud ing Jake argued that even i f by stea l ing the drug Heinz

is committ ing a crime as he is breaking the universal rule that ‘one should not steal anything’ ,

Heinz should not be condemned gui l ty. They al l agreed to the fact that i f Heinz is caught and

brought before a judge, the judge should also real ize that steal ing had been the right thing for

Heinz to do under such c i rcumstances . In th is fash ion , Jake and the res t o f the boys opted

for the abst rac t ion of the mora l prob lem f rom an in terpersonal s i tuat ion . They found the log ic

of fa i rness to be a ra t iona l way to so lve the d ispute .

On analyz ing the reply of 11 years old Jake and also the just i f icat ions given by the rest of

the boys , i t  c lear ly shows that Jake and a l l  the other boys dec ided on the i r cho ice f rom the

standpoint of reason. A close study of the logic that Jake used reveals that his reason dictates

that a log ica l deduct ion can reso lve a conf l i c t between l i fe and proper ty . V isua l iz ing the mora l

d i lemma as a ‘sor t of math l ike prob lem wi th humans’ , Jake sets up an equat ion and proceeds

to work out a so lu t ion . Moreover , s ince Jake ’s so lu t ion was ra t iona l ly der ived, he assumed that

anyone fo l lowing reason would arr ive at the same conclusion. Hence, under the dictate of reason

perhaps, a l l  the boys so lved the d i lemma in the same manner as Jake d id .

Kohlberg analyzed the judgment of the boys and conc luded that a l l  o f them exhib i ted the

abil ity to see the problem in the light of reason and solve it with logical consistency. In keeping

wi th the i r pos i t ion even i f Heinz stea ls the drug, he should not be punished, Kohlberg th inks

that all of them have respect for law, but they also know that laws are man-made and therefore

subject to error. So, for a good cause, l ike saving one’s l i fe, such a law can be broken. The

coherence in thei r log ica l reasoning sat is f ied Kohlberg and hence they scored a consis tent and

matured leve l o f mora l matur i ty in Kohlberg ’s sca les .

In cont ras t , the female par t ic ipants , in the tes t , o f fe red a wide range of a l te rnat ive so lu-

t ions to the mora l d i lemma. Amy one of the par t ic ipants , conce ived the d i lemma not mere ly

as a math prob lem, but as a nar ra t ive of re la t ionsh ips that ex tends over t ime. Consequent ly ,

she repl ied that Heinz should not steal the drug. Amy locates the ethical issue in the sort of

re la t ionsh ip Heinz has wi th h is wi fe . Amy suggested that Heinz should f ind out other a l terna-

t ives to overcome th is cr is is l i ke , Heinz cou ld approach the drugg is t once aga in and request

him to lower the price of the drug so that he could afford to buy it and save his wife’s l i fe.

Al ternat ively, Heinz could even borrow or raise the money from others to pay the pr ice of the

drug. Aga in , Cla i re , another female par t ic ipant in the c lass , o lder than Amy, in her response

to the Heinz ’s d i lemma, exp l ic i t l y s ta tes the under ly ing assumpt ion that mora l i ty s tems f rom

at tachment . Cla i re th inks that Heinz shou ld s tea l the drug to save h is wi fe ’s l i fe . Exp la in ing

why Heinz should do so, she e labora tes the v iew of soc ia l rea l i ty on which her judgment is

based: - ‘By yourself, there is l i t t le sense to things. It is l ike the sound of one hand clapping,

the sound of one man or one woman, there is someth ing lack ing. I t is the col lec t ive that is

impor tant to me, and that co l lec t ive is based on cer ta in gu id ing pr inc ip les , one of which is

that everybody belongs to i t and that you al l come from i t . You have to love someone else,

1 Caro l Gi l l igan, In A Di f ferent Voice ,  Harvard Univers i ty Press, Cambr idge, Massachuset ts and London,

1986, p. 26

because while you may not like them, you are inseparable from them. In a way, it is like loving

your right hand. They are part of you; that other person is part of that giant collection of people

that you are connected to . ’ 2

Clai re ’s just i f icat ion shows that she is not focus ing on the conf l ic t of r ights , but st ress ing

more on the humani tar ian ground. Both Amy and Cla i re have a non-reg imented approach to

the di lemma. Claire proposes that Heinz should steal the drug, as a human being Heinz needs

to save the l i fe of other human beings (in this case, the other person is his own wife). Claire

argues that in th is part icular si tuat ion the quest ion of r ight or wrong should not be considered

impor tant , nor the quest ion of pr ior i ty o f l i fe over af fec t ion should compel Heinz to s tea l the

drug. Cla i re th inks that because another human be ing needs he lp , Heinz shou ld extend h is

he lp s imply out o f a sense of respons ib i l i t y towards another human be ing in d is t ress . She

equates ‘ respons ib i l i t y wi th the need for response that ar ises f rom the recogn i t ion that o thers

are count ing on you and that you are in a posi t ion to help ’ . Bet ty , another sixteen years old

par t ic ipant , in her response to the d i lemma exp l ic i t l y acknowledged the pr imacy of surv iva l o f

l i v ing be ings over every th ing e lse . The jus t i f i ca t ion she of fers is as fo l lows: -

‘I think survival is one of the first things in life that people fight for. I think it is the most

important thing, more important than steal ing. Steal ing might be wrong, but i f you have to steal

to survive yourself or even ki l l , that is what you should do.. . Preservat ion of one self , I think,

is the most impor tant th ing . I t  comes before anyth ing in l i fe . ’  3

What is apparent in Bet ty ’s judgment is that , in a human society the only th ing that should

get prior i ty is preservat ion of l i fe at any cost. ‘Live and let other’s l ive’ , should be given primary

importance in one’s l i fe , and for th is i f the indiv idual has to break any exist ing social rule then

that should not be considered as wrong. The preservat ion and continuation of l i fe and race should

a lways be g iven pre ference. In case of Heinz ’s d i lemma a lso , Heinz wi l l  not be do ing anyth ing

wrong by steal ing the drug as he is doing i t for the sake of restorat ion of another l i fe .

Another female par t ic ipant , Ruth , however sees Heinz ’s d i lemma as a cho ice between

sel f ishness and sacr i f ice. She just i f ies that by steal ing the drug Heinz would be sacr i f ic ing his

own se l f ,  as he knows that he would be pun ished for the cr ime he is commi t t ing . Aga in , i f

he doesn’t steal the drug, then that wi l l be self ish on his part and he wil l feel gui l ty for not

he lp ing h is wi fe to get cured . Heinz ’s dec is ion to s tea l the drug, there fore , shou ld not be

conce ived in terms of log ica l pr io r i ty o f l i fe over proper ty , which jus t i f ies h is r igh tness ; h is

decision should rather be just i f ied in terms of the social real i ty which every other human being

would aspire for, that is, to save the life of those who are near and dear, through self sacrifice.

S ince none of the female par t ic ipants cou ld of fe r log ica l ly cons is tent answers and there

was a lack of proper reasoning and uni ty of thought , Kohlberg remarked that the gi r ls exhib i t

immature mora l th ink ing. He fe l t that the i r judgments are v i t ia ted by indecis iveness and log ica l

incons is tency and are thereby evas ive , weak and unsure . L ike , when Cla i re argued that out

o f the cons idera t ion of respons ib i l i t y , Heinz shou ld s tea l the over-pr iced drug, she actua l ly

ex tended her e th ic o f respons ib i l i t y to a broader v is ion of soc ie ta l connect ion . However , the

d ispar i ty between th is v is ion of Cla i re and the jus t ice perspect ive of the mains t ream eth ics ,

pos i t ioned her be low the matur i ty leve l in Kohlberg ’s s ix-s taged deve lopmenta l sca le . Due to

2 Ibid. , p. 160.

3 Ibid, p. 76.
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the lack of clar i ty in Amy, or Clar ie ’s view, they could not even cl imb up to Kohlberg’s ini t ia l

s tage of matured mora l th ink ing . Kohlberg ascr ibed the i r matur i ty leve l to very bas ic s tages

that are character ized by lack of c lar i ty and indecis iveness. This was due to the i r inabi l i ty to

th ink sys temat ica l ly about the mora l reason ing and a lso the i r lack in ident i fy ing and under-

s tand ing the log ic beh ind every mora l s i tua t ion . The i r s tandpo in t o f cons ider ing care and

connect ion as the mark of contes t ing a mora l d i lemma, has been re jec ted by Kohlberg as

be ing na i_ve and immature . In Kohlberg ’s eva luat ion g i r ls are less mora l ly advanced than

boys. Kohlberg not iced that al l boys preferred to use the power of logic to solve the di lemma

and a lso to jus t i fy the i r dec is ions . From th is he conc luded that boys exh ib i t  more matured

mora l th ink ing than g i r ls as they favor a pr inc ip led unders tand ing of fa i rness that res ts on

f reestand ing log ic o f equa l i ty and rec iproc i ty .

Gi l l igan however , rev iewed the responses of both g i r ls and boys f rom an ent i re ly d i f fe rent

perspect ive f rom that of Kohlberg. She analyses Amy’s response in terms of care and respon-

s ib i l i ty and opines that Amy, by ty ing up Heinz ’s wi fe ’s l i fe wi th preservat ion of re la t ionsh ips ,

i l luminated the value of human l i fe in the context of care and relatedness. What Gi l l igan sees

in Claire’s replacement of hierarchy of r ights with a web of relat ionships, is a chal lenge to the

not ion of separat ion that is there beh ind the concept o f r igh ts . Moreover , we have seen that

Claire argues that Heinz should steal the drug and save his wife’s l i fe out of the considerat ion

that l i ke h im and many others , h is wi fe is a lso a par t o f the common popu la t ion of whom

everyone has the r ight to l ive. Gi l l igan just i f ies th is vis ion of Clai re by saying that , to Clai re,

in terdependence of peop le ’s l i ves is the code word of soc ia l rea l i ty . Perce iv ing re la t ionsh ips

as pr imary, Cla i re real izes human society not as an abstract ent i ty but as a concrete web of

in terconnect ions where a l l  the members share a bond of a t tachment and are not invo lved in

a cont rac t o f agreement . Hence, in Gi l l igan ’s op in ion , Cla i re ’s mora l concern , her sense of

r igh tness or wrongness , does not emerge out o f a h ierarchy of r igh ts but i t  s tems f rom an

awareness of in terconnect ion. Gi l l igan fur ther ins is ts that not only Cla i re , but a lso other female

par t ic ipants v iewed the d i lemma not as a contes t o f r igh ts but as a prob lem a quest ion of

respons ib i l i t y and respons iveness to others .

Moreover , Gi l l igan th inks that the r igh t to proper ty and r igh t to l i fe are weighed by the

female par t ic ipants , not in abst ract terms or in terms of log ica l pr ior i ty , but in the par t icu lar ,

in terms of ac tua l consequences that the v io la t ion of these r igh ts wi l l  have in the l ives of

peop le invo lved. Hence, the i r thoughts and mora l concern exc lus ive ly remain contex tua l and

embedded wi th in care . That is why perhaps they have taken in to account the quest ion of

mora l i ty in the l igh t o f unders tand ing the dynamics of re la t ionsh ips . Gi l l igan app lauded th is

approach of the female par t ic ipants as she th inks that the i r reason ing qua l i f ies as eth ica l ly

sound - as a genu ine eth ics , s ince i t  respects ind iv idua ls in a l l  the i r par t icu lar i ty .

In this connect ion i t must be ment ioned here that Gi l l igan thinks that behind the consistent

moral just i f icat ions of the boys, perhaps a dist inct ‘adult male ident i ty ’ is playing a pivotal role.

I t  is because; var ious psycho log is ts have observed that f rom the ch i ldhood days and more

par t icu lar ly dur ing the ado lescent per iod , boys tend towards us ing ru les and pr inc ip les in

mak ing dec is ions or judgments . On the cont rary , Gi l l igan po in ts out that g i r l  focus more on

connect iv i ty and dependency dur ing that per iod and consequent ly deve lop a d is t inc t ‘ female

ident i ty ’ .  Such ‘ female ident i ty ’  is rea l ized in the mids t o f re la t ionsh ips and care . So, whi le

solv ing any moral d i lemma, gi r ls or women, instead of conceiv ing a wor ld compr ised of people

s tand ing a lone, cons ider i t  as a network of connect ions which remain susta ined by a process

of communicat ion. Hence, in a wor ld that coheres through a system of ru les, a moral problem

should be t reated f rom the s tandpo in t o f human concern . Gi l l igan thus conc ludes that for

women, a web of human re la t ionsh ips thus becomes the code word for unders tand ing mora l i ty

ra ther than the male not ion of autonomy.

Moreover , Gi l l igan argues that so far women have been given a socia l ro le to play wi th in

the patr iarchal set up, that is , to care for others and to promote human connect ions by being

respons ive to others . So, women by p lay ing such ro les of a careg iver , for such a long t ime,

have cul t ivated a dist inct mode of moral th inking that gives preference to human connectedness

over log ica l reason ing . Now, i f  such a mode of th ink ing is accused of be ing immature and

incons is tent , then def in i te ly there is a pat r ia rcha l s t ra tegy beh ind such an accusat ion . Th is

typ ica l s t ra tegy of conf in ing women to a d is t inc t ro le of careg iver and subsequent ly deva lu ing

the very same ro le is a de l ibera te move on the par t o f pat r ia rcha l soc ie ty to dominate over

women and the i r capac i t ies . The mains t ream eth ic is ts fur ther th ink that possess ion of emo-

t ion ; a t tachment , connect iv i ty and such other re la t iona l concepts make an ind iv idua l ‘hand i-

capped ’ . Hence women be ing careg ivers and pre fer r ing emot ion and connect iv i ty to reason and

detachment , are in a way hand icapped.

But Gi l l igan does not perceive i t in the same vein. She argues that possession of capaci-

t ies to ex tend care to others and deve lop amids t connect iv i ty and at tachments do not make

women ‘handicapped’ . She expla ins that the l ived exper iences of women rather exhib i t a tota l ly

d i f fe rent p ic ture . The exper ience of car ing has prov ided woman wi th the same matur i ty , on ly

the mark of maturity here is ‘to learn the value of relations’ and not the value of reason. When

the focus on ind iv iduat ion and ind iv idua l ach ievements ex tend in to adu l thood, and matur i ty is

equated wi th persona l autonomy, concern for ‘ re la t ionsh ips ’ appears as a weakness of women

rather than as a form of human strength. Gi l l igan however, thinks that theor ies of psychological

deve lopment and concept ions of se l f and mora l i ty tha t have l inked progress or goodness wi th

d isconnect ions or detachment ; and advocated separa t ion f rom women in the name of psycho-

log ica l growth or hea l th , are dangerous .

Gi l l igan po in ts out that i f  we thorough ly examine the deve lopmenta l s t ra teg ies as of fe red

by the Freud-Piaget t rad i t ion , we wi l l  f ind that they va lue an autonomous, detached and

atomis t ic se l f which they th ink women are incapab le to rea l ize . They cons ider each ind iv idua l

as a ra t iona l i ty max imizer . In the i r op in ion reason dominates emot ion in ind iv idua ls . An ind i-

v idual stands apart as an isolated being and l ives as a uni t . The more one separates onesel f

f rom others, the more i t helps one to develop into a matured autonomous being. But to come

to th is pos i t ion of separa t ion , the ind iv idua l must learn to d is tance h imsel f f rom others . They

p lace emphas is on abst rac t ion as they cons ider i t  to be essent ia l fo r the deve lopment o f a

mora l ind iv idua l .  In the i r v iew, the not ion of abst rac t ion is assoc ia ted wi th ‘adu l thood ’ as a

mark of matur i ty . Presence of emot ion in the ind iv idua l cur ta i ls h is power of pure abst rac t

reason ing and reduces h is capac i ty o f tak ing ef f ic ien t mora l dec is ions .

The t rad i t iona l e th ic is ts however c la im that women cannot a t ta in such abst rac t ion . Women

prefer concre te adhoc ism and thereby cannot enter in to abst rac t in terpersona l cont rac tua l

re la t ions . Consequent ly they cannot de l iver a mora l dec is ion that is abso lu te and detached

f rom i ts context and thereby cannot exh ib i t mora l matur i ty . Women and the i r l ived exper iences

are exc luded f rom mains t ream eth ics on th is ground. But the care eth ic is ts argue that th is
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at tempt of the mainstream thinkers to keep women out involves the faul t of exclusion. In thei r

op in ion , the forced exc lus ion is ar t i f i c ia l .  In rea l i ty an autonomous se l f cannot remain ent i re ly

separa ted f rom ‘o thers ’ .  Separa t ion in such cases is mere ly apparent ; in rea l i ty se lves a lways

remain connected . The very deve lopment o f personhood is imposs ib le wi thout concre te loca-

t ions in the world. Gi l l igan and other feminist th inkers point out that the not ion of an isolated

se l f is unrea l izab le as i t  is based on ‘ the log ic o f den ied dependence ’ .  Women’s pre ference

to deve lop as a re la ted se l f and to remain connected wi th others has been cons idered as a

defec t , a weakness , by the t rad i t iona l th inkers .

The care eth ic is ts argue women’s l ived exper ience is not conduc ive to abst rac t ion ; i t

demands concre t iza t ion and adhoc ism. They rea l ize that human be ings are necessar i l y re la ted

and that th is must be re f lec ted in the i r normat ive behav ior . The human race surv ives on the

main tenance of in terpersona l connect ions . Th is needs to be re f lec ted in ra t iona l processes of

car ing and connect iv i ty , which are the two bas ic s ign i f i cant requ i rements for human suste-

nance. Gi l l igan suggests that we only need a di f ferent mode of percept ion a l together to judge

the role of care in ethical decision-making. There is a lot to learn in the experience of caring

– one can learn how to remain asser t ive in sp i te of be ing re la ted to others ; one can learn

through care and connect iv i ty about the t ru th that in mora l i ty what counts is contex tua l

reasoning and concrete others . That women prefer to remain connected and use care to judge

a moral s i tuat ion is something that needs to be addressed ser iously instead of being excluded

as be ing immature and dev iant .

Gi l l igan thus at tempts to construct such a sel f that honors re lat ional i ty . She perceives care

and co-feel ing to be the marks of matur i ty . She prefers to interpret matured sel f-hood in terms

of connect iv i ty . Thus, we f ind both Kohlberg and Gi l l igan enter e th ics f rom two d iamet r ica l ly

opposed psycho log ica l t rad i t ions . Whi le the former sees connect iv i ty as a s ign of immatur i ty

and s t rong separa teness as a s ign of matur i ty ; the la t te r sees connectedness as a s ign of

matur i ty and s t rong separa teness as a s ign of lack .

In th is connect ion Gi l l igan ’s three-s taged deve lopment shou ld be ment ioned to show how

connected se l f deve lops a care or iented mora l th ink ing . I t has three major leve ls : pre-conven-

t iona l ,  convent iona l and post-convent iona l ,  each leve l const i tu t ing two s tages . For Gi l l igan the

t rans i t ion between the s tages are fue led by changes in the sense of se l f  ra ther than in

changes in cogn i t i ve capab i l i t y . Gi l l igan ’s deve lopmenta l sca le exh ib i ts a progress ion f rom

sel f ish, to socia l to pr inc ip led moral i ty . In Gi l l igan developmental scale the Level I is the pre-

convent iona l leve l :  Or ien ta t ion to ind iv idua l surv iva l ,  which cons is ts o f two s tages . The s tage

I is marked by the or ientat ion towards indiv idual survival . At this stage the focus is on car ing

for one ’s own se l f in order to ensure surv iva l .  The se l f goes through her own cogn i t i ve

reconst ruc t ion that she is becoming more mature in ways of mak ing independent dec is ions

and tak ing care of herse l f ,  do ing someth ing for her own se l f .  Through matur i ty the terms for

ful f i l l ing the wish - ‘ to do something for myself ’ undergoes a transit ion. The self learns to take

dec is ions that af f i rm both femin in i ty and adul thood in i ts in tegrat ion of respons ib i l i ty and care .

In the transit ional stage II they gradually learn to care for others, and that self ishness is wrong.

This rea l izat ion fac i l i ta tes the sel f to focus on responsib i l i ty ins tead of remain ing sel f-centered.

But she st i l l  fa i ls to formulate a c lear sense of dec is ion and therefore fears to take respon-

s ib i l i t y , as she cannot come out fu l ly f rom the conf l i c t between se l f i shness and respons ib i l i t y .

The level I I is the convent ional level : Goodness as sel f-sacr i f ice. At th is level women typical ly

feel i t wrong to act in their own interests and that they should value instead, the interests of

o thers . They equate concern for themselves wi th the concern for others as wel l .  Through th is

transi t ion from self ishness towards responsibi l i ty , the sel f opens her up to face a greater real i ty

that she is a soc ia l be ing too. This rea l izat ion helps her to move toward soc ia l par t ic ipat ion .

Mora l i ty in the prev ious leve l was perce ived as a mat ter o f soc ia l sanct ions imposed by

the soc ie ty f rom outs ide . But in th is leve l the se l f conce ives mora l i ty in the l igh t o f shared

norms and expecta t ions of the soc ie ty . The se l f a t th is leve l earns her c la im to soc ia l

membersh ip through her in terna l iza t ion of soc ie ta l va lues. The focus in the stage I I I therefore ,

is on extend ing care to others and rece ives soc ia l conformi ty . There is a concomi tant des i re

to develop a voice wi th c lar i ty of expectat ions and also to assess the worth of her own sel f

through the lenses of others. The sel f st r ives to surv ive in the midst of car ing and protect ing

others as she rea l izes the t ru th that goodness l ies in se l f -sacr i f i ce and p leas ing others ( i .e . ,

taking care of others) . This suggests the natural incl inat ion of the sel f to reach out to others,

to enhance her own social circle. The self at stage III real izes that what is good is caring for

o thers . She thus equates goodness wi th se l f -sacr i f i ces to win the other . In the s tage IV the

inequali ty between the self and the other becomes evident to the self and she begins to realize

the t ru th that though the ‘o ther ’ is not the same as her own se l f but her own ex is tence is

inex t r icab ly l inked wi th the other . At th is s tage the ind iv idua l unders tands that the dynamics

of re la t ionsh ips const i tu te the very def in i t ion and ex is tence of the se l f .  The second t rans i t ion

begins as the sel f star ts to rat ional ize the logic of sel f-sacr i f ice in the service of the moral i ty

of care. The sel f reconsiders the re lat ionship between hersel f and the other . She f inds hersel f

in the mids t o f the d i lemma that whether i t  is se l f i sh or respons ib le , mora l or immora l ,  to

embrace her own needs within her realm of ‘concern for others’ . This state of cr is is leads her

to eva luate once aga in the quest ion of respons ib i l i t y tha t is so inex t r icab ly l inked wi th the

quest ion of matur i ty of the sel f . The sel f therefore understands the need to separate the voice

of her own from that of the others. I t means she now real izes the truth that she has got a

voice of her own that needs to be asserted apart from the views that she inculcated from the

soc ie ty . But she st i l l  fee ls the uncer ta in ty of her own wor th as she has doubt regard ing her

own capac i ty for independent judgment and a lso the leg i t imacy of her own po in t o f v iew. I t

is in the next level that the self tr ies to f ind out the basis of making her choice that wil l be

acceptab le by the soc ie ty . The next leve l is the post-convent iona l leve l :  Mora l i ty o f non-

violence. In Gil l igan’s scale of maturi ty, i t is the highest scale of development. The self at this

leve l d iscovers a way of reconc i l ia t ion between the in i t ia l l y conf l i c t ing concepts of se l f i shness

and respons ib i l i t y .  The se l f undergoes t rans i t ion through the re-unders tand ing of her own

capabi l i ty and worth and also reconstructs her not ion of moral i ty . The stage V of th is level is

marked by the realization on the part of the self that in order to attain self-integrity, relationship

and connect iv i ty wi th others have to be res tored through par t ic ipa t ion and in terac t ion ( ra ther

than for sel f sustenance and surv ival as viewed in stage I I I ) . At th is stage they learn that i t

is just as wrong to ignore thei r own interests , as i t is to ignore the interests or others.

One way to th is unders tand ing comes through the i r concern for es tab l ish ing connect ion

with others on the basis of honesty and respect . The moral concern remains as a concern for

not to hur t others . The sel f rea l izes that a connect ion or re la t ion invo lves two people and i f

e i ther one is s l igh ted i t  harms the re la t ionsh ips . She thus t r ies to res tore re la t ionsh ip and

re f ra ins one se l f f rom hur t ing others . In the f ina l s tage, that is s tage VI , care becomes the
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se l f -chosen pr inc ip le , one that recogn izes the in terdependence between the se l f and the other

and sets to res tore i t  th rough care connect iv i ty , a t tachment and nonv io lence. Progress f rom

stage to s tage is in i t ia ted in par t by the ind iv idua ls increas ing unders tand ing of human

re la t ionsh ips . Hence in Gi l l igan ’s deve lopmenta l scheme every ind iv idua l se l f deve lops in the

mids t o f connect iv i ty and for each of them, in tegra t ion of r igh ts and respons ib i l i t ies takes

p lace through an unders tand ing of log ic of re la t ionsh ips . At th is juncture I would l ike to sum

up the pecul iar i t ies of the t rad i t ional not ion of se l f (spec i f ica l ly that of Kohlberg) and draw a

para l le l out l ine of re la t iona l se l f as depic ted by Gi l l igan. This br ie f compar ison would help us

unders tand why such re la t iona l se l f opts for care over jus t ice .

The fea tu res o f au tonomous se l fThe fea tu res o f au tonomous se l fThe fea tu res o f au tonomous se l fThe fea tu res o f au tonomous se l fThe fea tu res o f au tonomous se l f

p Sel f enters the mora l arena when she or he sees compet ing c la ims about r igh ts .

p Sel f makes dec is ions by app ly ing ru les fa i r ly and impar t ia l l y .

p Self evaluates the quality of an act they perform in the light of the fact whether it has been

conducted accord ing to the un iversa l prescr ip t ion or not .

p Sel f conce ives respons ib i l i t y in the l igh t o f ‘answerab le to act ions ’ .

p Sel f ga ins ident i ty in terms of independence, autonomy, f reedom, separa teness and h ier-

a r c h y .

p Sel f a t ta ins mora l matur i ty through pr inc ip led unders tand ing of fa i rness .

p Sel f opts for the jus t ice-based ru le and reason based eth ics in reso lv ing a mora l conf l ic t .

The image o f re la t iona l  se l f  as proposed by Gi l l i ganThe image o f re la t iona l  se l f  as proposed by Gi l l i ganThe image o f re la t iona l  se l f  as proposed by Gi l l i ganThe image o f re la t iona l  se l f  as proposed by Gi l l i ganThe image o f re la t iona l  se l f  as proposed by Gi l l i gan

p Sel f enters the mora l arena in the mids t o f connect ion and assoc ia t ions .

p For the se l f ,  the pr imary mora l impera t ive is car ing about o thers .

p The se l f jus t i f ies her dec is ions on the bas is o f preserv ing re la t ionsh ips and emot iona l

c o n n e c t i o n s .

p The self evaluates the qual i ty of an act she performs by assessing the relat ionship in terms

of ana lyz ing whether anyone was hur t and whether the re la t ionsh ip was preserved. The

qual i ty o f the re la t ionsh ip ra ther than the impar t ia l i t y o f the dec is ion is the s tandard for

eva luat ing the dec is ions of women.

p For the se l f ,  respons ib i l i t y means tak ing care of another , inc lud ing the other ’s fee l ings .

p The se l f rea l izes her ident i ty in terms of re la t ion and connect iv i ty .

p The re la t iona l se l f pre fers the eth ic o f care in judg ing a mora l d i lemma.

C o n c l u s i o nC o n c l u s i o nC o n c l u s i o nC o n c l u s i o nC o n c l u s i o n

I t is c lear f rom the above d iscuss ion that Gi l l igan ’s se l f -const ruc t ion depic ts a to ta l ly d i f fe rent

form of mora l matur i ty . Ins tead of the mora l i ty o f r igh ts , Gi l l igan ’s se l f exh ib i ts the mora l i ty

o f care and respons ib i l i t y . She argues that the mora l impera t ive that emerges repeated ly f rom

the l ived exper iences of women is an in junct ion to care, a responsibi l i ty to do good to others

a long wi th fur ther ing one ’s own good. She argues that deve lopment o f a se l f in iso la t ion

ind icates a form of a l ienat ion, that is , separat ion of the sel f f rom i ts re la t ions. But in real i ty

the very development of personhood is imposs ib le wi thout be ing re la ted to others . Pass ing out

of one re la t ion enta i ls enter ing another . Relat ions are not cemented in a way the sel f cannot

be re- located. What is important is that the sel f can never be ful ly isolated from relat ions. In

rea l i ty , when connectedness is be ing den ied of the se l f ,  a l ienat ion occurs . So what every

ind iv idua l se l f must s t r ive to main ta in is the re la t ion , and to f igh t the oppress ions that con-

s t ra in the se l f fo rm be ing re la ted . Gi l l igan here suggested that in sp i te o f deve lop ing in the

midst of re lat ions, the sel f could asser t her f reedom by ra is ing one’s ‘vo ice ’ against object ion-

ab le s i tua t ions . The concerned se l f needs to ta lk in a d i f fe rent vo ice and demand ef fec t ive

changes. Th is is what Gi l l igan ca l ls vo ic ing one ’s f reedom. Hence, by remain ing wi th in the

sphere of connect iv i ty and at tachment , one can also express her f reedom by rais ing her voice.

In Gi l l igan’s opinion to have a voice, is to be human. To have something to say is to be a

p e r s o n .

But Gi l l igan a lso rea l izes that speak ing depends on l is ten ing and be ing heard ; i t  is an

in tense ly re la t iona l ac t . Hence by ‘vo ice ’ what is impl ied here is someth ing l ike what peop le

mean when they speak out f rom the core of the se l f .  Vo ice is there fore a power fu l psycho-

log ica l ins t rument and channel , connect ing inner and outer wor lds .

I t can thus be concluded that that the moral judgments of women dif fer from those of men

in the greater extent to which women’s judgments are t ied to care, co-feel ing and compassion

and are concerned wi th the reso lu t ion of rea l l i fe d i lemmas. Care , thus becomes the se l f -

chosen pr inc ip le of a judgment that remains psychologica l in i ts concern wi th re la t ionships and

response but becomes un iversa l in i ts condemnat ion of exp lo i ta t ion and hur t .  The over-arch ing

concern here is res tora t ion of d ivers i ty o f spec ies in the i r un ique par t icu lar i t ies through a

network of re la t ionsh ips that is const ruc ted upon the mora l i ty o f care .

GILLIGAN’S STAGES OF SELF DEVELOPMENT OF WOMEN

APPROX. AGE L E V E L S T A G E G O A L

Not l is ted P R E - C O N V E N T I O N A L I Ind iv idua l surv iva l .

Focus on car ing for the own se l f .

S tage marked by se l f i shness .

I I Trans i t ion f rom se l f i shness to respon-

s ib i l i t y to others .

Stage marked by respons ib i l i t y .

TRANSITION IS FROM SELFISHNESS - TO - RESPONSIBIL ITY TO OTHERS

Not l is ted C O N V E N T I O N A L I I I Goal is se l f -sacr i f i ce to main ta in

‘ g o o d n e s s ’ .

Focus shifts from care for self to care

for o thers .

Goodness is equated wi th sacr i f i ce

of se l f .

I V Goal is rea l iza t ion of the t ru th that

she is a person too.

Inequa l i ty between the se l f and the

other becomes ev ident .
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TRANSITION IS FROM GOODNESS - TO - TRUTH THAT SHE IS A PERSON TOO.

Not l is ted P o s t - c o n v e n t i o n a l V Goal is real iz ing the moral i ty of non-

v i o l e n c e .

Real iza t ion of dynamics of re la t ion-

ships that leads to dissipat ion of ten-

s ion between se l f and other .

V I Care and connect iv i ty turns out to be

the se l f -chosen pr inc ip le that recog-

n izes the in terdependence of the se l f

and the other .

Sel f learns to mainta in one’s own in-

tegr i ty by increas ing unders tand ing of

human relat ionships and str ives to re-

s tore the pr inc ip le of non-v io lence.

GILLIGAN’S STAGES OF MORAL DEVELOPMENT OF WOMEN

APPROX. AGE L E V E L F E A T U R E S MORAL ORIENTATION

CONCERN FOR THE SELF

Not l is ted P R E - C O N V E N T - Egois t ic mora l concern . Ind iv idua ls do not unders tand

I O N A L Pr imary goa l is ind iv idua l any laws or soc ia l conven-

s u r v i v a l . t i o n s .

No independent power of Acts s imply out o f fear o f

th ink ing or ac t ing . pun ishment f i rs t ,  and then

acts in terms of sat is fy ing

one ’s own needs.

CONCERN FOR OTHERS

Not l is ted C O N V E N - Pr imary mora l goa l Ind iv idua ls main ta in persona l

T I O N A L i s to p lease others ,  connect ions .

whether they are f r iends

or larger soc ia l groups. One no longer looks at one’s

own v iews but adopts the

rules  and conventions of the

m a j o r i t y .

Focuses on the in teres t o f

o thers at the expense of

se l f - nour ishment .

Mora l goodness is equated

wi th se l fsacr i f i ce .

BALANCE CONCERN FOR SELF AND OTHER

Not l is ted P o s t - c o n v e n t i -

o n a l Se l f is gu ided by Mora l goodness is seen as

the idea l o f mora l car ing for both se l f and the

i n c l u s i v e n e s s . o t h e r .

Se l f rea l izes that car ing for

o thers can a lso count

as car ing for the se l f .

Pr imary goa l is to Sel f inc ludes others s tand

main ta in good and poin t in mora l dec is ions .

ba lanced re la t ionsh ip Sel f uses emot ion and fee l-

wi th others . ings as the pr imary too l for

reso lv ing mora l d isputes .

Exp lo i ta t ion and hur t is

mora l ly condemned.
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D. D. Kosambi ’s V iews on the Six Here t icsD. D. Kosambi ’s V iews on the Six Here t icsD. D. Kosambi ’s V iews on the Six Here t icsD. D. Kosambi ’s V iews on the Six Here t icsD. D. Kosambi ’s V iews on the Six Here t ics

and the Buddha : A Cr i t iqueand the Buddha : A Cr i t iqueand the Buddha : A Cr i t iqueand the Buddha : A Cr i t iqueand the Buddha : A Cr i t ique

Ramkr ishna Bhat tacharya

Both D. D. Kosambi ( 1907-66) and Debiprasad Chat topadhyaya ( 1918-93) , two lead ing Marx is t

th inkers in Ind ia , d iscussed at length the teach ings of the s ix here t ics and of the Buddha

during the sixth/f i f th century BCE in their seminal works, An Introduct ion to the Study of Indian

History (1956) and Loka
-
yata (1959) respect ive ly . I t wi l l  be in terest ing to compare and contrast

the i r v iews and observe how, in sp i te o f the i r bas ic s imi la r i ty o f approach, they ar r ived at

a lmost opposi te conclus ions in the 1950s. I t may also be stated in advance that Kosambi did

not radica l ly a l ter h is v iews in his last work, The Cul ture and Civ i l isat ion of Ancient India in

His tor ica l Out l ine ( 1965) , a l though he added much that was new. On the other hand,

Chat topadhyaya gradua l ly modi f ied h is v iews and came to a more apprec ia t ive assessment

o f the s ix here t ics and the Buddha. His las t work , His tory o f Sc ience and Techno logy in

Anc ient Ind ia ,  vo l .  2 ( 1991) records h is mature op in ion of these th inkers .

Kosambi , as is wel l -known, was not pr imar i ly in teres ted in ph i losophy and in h is magnum

opus does not dea l wi th the la ter deve lopments of the or thodox (a
-
st ika ) and heterodox

(na
-
st ika) systems. Yet he deal t wi th the six heret ics and their legacy (as also of the Buddha)

in some deta i l  and t r ied to account for both the i r or ig in and ext inc t ion . Qui te natura l ly the

Buddha gets the l ion ’s share in h is d iscuss ion but o ther th inkers are not t rea ted cursor i l y .

Kosambi summar izes the i r teach ings and assesses the i r v iews aga ins t the backdrop of the

t rans i t ion f rom t r ibe to s ta te , f rom a pastora l economy to an agr icu l tu ra l one and what

const i tu ted the Buddha ’s pre-eminence ( ( 1956/75) , 162-171 ) .

*

Chat topadhyaya’s study in 1959 was di rected to a s ingle quest ion : Why did the teachings of

the Buddha ’s contemporar ies , espec ia l ly the major f ive of the so-ca l led s ix ty- two here t ics , fa i l

to surv ive whi le the teach ings of the Buddha succeeded? Chat topadhyaya ’s answer was: The

Buddha had prov ided the r igh t i l lus ion to rep lace rea l i ty which h is o ther contemporar ies cou ld

not (506-07).

In th is connect ion Chat topadhyaya re fers to Kosambi but does not seem to not ice h is

observat ion on the s ign i f i cance of maj jh ima
-
 pat ipada

-
,  the Midd le Way ( ( 1956/1975) , 165) .

Moreover , speak ing of ascet ic ism Chat topadhyaya misses the po in t that Kosambi po in ted

out qu i te empat ica l ly :

[A]scet ic ism was not the i r (sc . the heret ica l teachers ’ ) d iscovery , for even brahmins had the t rad i t ion

that the s imple non-k i l l ing food-gatherer 's l i fe in the forest was in some way spec ia l ly mer i tor ious .

These new sects brought some pract ica l conc lus ions out of the s imple l i fe for the whole of a food-

produc ing non-t r iba l soc ie ty ( 1956/1975) , 165-66. Emphasis added) . 1

I t is interst ing to observe that Kosambi at tempted to l ink the views of the six heret ics to

the la ter deve lopments of Ind ian ph i losophy : A j i ta to the Carvaka/Lokayata , Pakudha to

Vaisesh ika , Purana to Samkhya, Makkha l i  to Yoga ( 1956/1975, 164) – not exact ly as a

ph i losoph ica l sys tem but as phys ica l exerc ise . 2

Chat topadhyaya in i t ia l l y ignored these aspects and pa id no at ten t ion to the ph i losoph ica l

inher i tance of the heret ica l sys tems e i ther in Lokayata or in h is other works publ ished before

the ear ly 1970s. I t  was on ly f rom the la te 1970s when he devoted h imse l f to the s tudy of

h is tory o f sc ience in anc ient Ind ia that he d iscovered new mer i ts in the ideas of the s ix

heret ics as also in the Buddha’s teachings, par t icu lar ly in the doctr ine of dependent or ig inat ion

(pat icya samuppa
-
da/pra t i tya samutpa

-
da ) .  He had v iewed th is doct r ine in Loka

-
yata (500-02)

exc lus ive ly in terms of i ts app l ica t ion to human suf fer ing (dukkha/duhkha ) ,  not as a un iversa l

pr inc ip le app l icab le to every th ing , human suf fer ing be ing on ly one of them (as Rhys Dav ids

(44) expla ins) . Kosambi , on the contrary , d iscovered in the concept of nirodha (cessat ion) , the

th i rd of the Four Noble Truths , 3 the or ig in of the ph i losoph ica l quest ion of negat ion .  Kosambi

cons idered th is aspect to be the qu in tessence of the Buddhis t d ia lec t ics (as Moggal lana

instant ly understood i t when Assaj i t told him in a nutshel l what his master had preached. Maha
-

vastu-avada
-
na ,  3:83) . Kosambi then refers to the negat ion of the negat ion ,  which came to be

formulated as la te as the n ineteenth century by Hegel and subsequent ly adopted by Marx and

Engels in the i r mater ia l is t vers ion of d ia lec t ics ( ( 1956/75) , 171 ) .4

I  have a l ready ment ioned that Kosambi and Chat topadhyaya, in sp i te o f the i r bas ic s imi-

la r i ty o f approach, had in i t ia l ly ar r ived at a lmost oppos i te conc lus ions in the 1950s. The

star t ing po in t even then was the same : t rans i t ion f rom the pre-c lass soc ie ty ( t r ibe) to the

c lass-d iv ided soc ie ty (s ta te) . Yet Chat topadhyaya harped on the i l lusory nature of the Buddha’s

teachings and the element of despair and frustrat ion common to the f ive of the chief heret ics.

Kosambi , on the cont rary , found many more pos i t ive e lements in the teach ings of the Buddha

and the s ix here t ics as ev inced in the cont inu i ty found in la ter deve lopments of Ind ian

ph i losophy . Chat topadhyaya too came to the same conc lus ion much la ter , on ly in 1991 , when

he s tud ied the ph i losoph ica l sys tems in re la t ion to the h is tory o f sc ience and techno logy in

anc ient Ind ia .

Let us now concent ra te on how Kosambi v iewed the advent and h is tor ica l s ign i f i cance of

the s ix here t ics and the Buddha.

*

Kosambi lays much stress on the rise of so many heretical views all at a time in ancient India

at a par t icu lar junc ture of h is tory . He notes that the k ings of those days ‘ ‘were deep ly

in teres ted in re l ig ious mat ters and pro tec ted these sects ’ ’  ( ( 1956/1975) , 163) . ‘ ‘ I t  fo l lows, ’ ’  he

says , ‘ ‘ tha t the new be l ie fs were the express ion of some urgent needs, some change in the

product ive bas is ’ ’  ( 164. Emphas is added) .

Kosambi then po in ts out three features common to these sects . They may be summar ized

as fo l lows :

1 ) ‘ ‘Each of them (sc . the new sects) had invo lved cons iderab le menta l and phys ica l e f fo r t

on the part of the f irst proponent’ ’ ((1956/1975), 166). They underwent years of painful ascet icism

before they began to preach the i r doct r ines. In pass ing Kosambi remarks: ‘ ‘There is no point in

argu ing whether they were Hindu or not ; Hindu ism came to ex is tence, wi th the inde l ib le s tamp

of these sects ,  on ly when they had faded many centur ies la ter . ’ ’  ( 166. Emphas is added. )
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2) ‘ ‘Wi thout except ion , even when the founder was a brahmin l ike Purana and Samjaya,

they act ive ly or pass ive ly den ied the va l id i ty o f ved ic r i tua la and observances . In the s tudy

of these sects , the f ina l metaphys ica l d i f fe rences are of lesser impor tance than the back-

ground phenomena of tr ibal l i fe and the monstrous cancer growth of sacrif icial r i tual in the tr ibal

k ingdoms. I t is out of these and as a protes t agains t the i r ant i -soc ia l features that everyone

of the sects appeared ... . [T]he new society had gone over to agriculture, so that the slaughter

of more and more animals at a growing number of sacri f ices meant a much heavier drain upon

producer and product ion . ’ ’  ( 166)

3) ‘ ‘ [T]he new re l ig ions were at the beginning al l much less cost ly to suppor t than vedic

brahmin ism. The sramana monks and ascet ics took no par t in product ion , as the i r creeds

forbade them to labour but ne i ther d id they exerc ise the leas t cont ro l over the means of

product ion . They were forb idden ownersh ip of houses , f ie lds , cat t le , the touch of go ld and

silver and trade .. . . Not only the family but caste and tribe were also renounced by the monk

upon ord inat ion , which adopt ion in to a quas i- t r iba l samgha. ’ ’  ( 168) .

In th is connect ion Kosambi ment ions the ru les of the Buddhis t Samgha in par t icu lar and

observes : ‘ ‘The Buddha h imsel f fo l lowed the ru le t i l l  h is death at the age of e ighty . His

d isc ip les went a long new t rade routes , even in to the t r iba l wi lderness , bear ing the message

of peace, but co inc identa l ly the in f luence of Magadhan t rade. Because they preached in the

people ’s languages, they l ived closer to the people than the brahmin wi th his monopoly of the

obscure ved ic Sanskr i t ’ ’  ( 168-69) .

Kosambi fee ls that the Buddha prov ided ‘a new re l ig ion [ that] was the exact para l le l ,  for

the same economic reasons, o f the move towards ‘ ‘un iversa l monarchy ’ ’ ,  the abso lu te despot-

ism of one as aga ins t the end less ly var ied ty ranny of the many ’ ( 169) . Moreover , ‘ ‘b rahmin

r i tua l (sc . ya jña ,  an imal sacr i f i ce) then served on ly the k ings , nob les , ch ie fs or r ich t raders ,

but had very l i t t le use for the common man in cont ras t to the la ter fu l ly deve loped brahmin

pr ies thood which per formed even the most t r i f ing r i tua l for anybody for incons iderab le pay-

ment. ’ ’5 The Buddhist doctr ine, on the other hand, ‘cal led i tsel f ‘ ‘Aryan’ ’ , thus admit t ing the r ight

o f ind igenous t r iba l e lements and lower castes to ennob le themselves mere ly by jus t ac t ion ,

cont rary to brahmin theory ’ ( 169) .

Eth ica l code in p lace of magic r i tua l ,  f ruga l way of l i v img ins tead of os tenta t ious d isp lay

of wealth in performing cost ly sacri f ices, and such l ike features are common to al l the heret ical

doc t r ines , not exc lus ive ly o f the Buddhis t samgha .  What then made the Buddha pre-eminent

o f them al l? Chat topadhyaya 's answer was: the Buddha had prov ided the r igh t i l lus ion of the

epoch which h is o ther contemporar ies cou ld not . Kosambi does not th ink in terms of i l lus ion

and real i ty at al l . Before gett ing into this issue he f i rst frames an al together di f ferent quest ion:

Why did so many al ternat ives to the Vedic rel ig ion r ise in one narrow region in eastern India

ra ther than in the s t rongho lds of the Vedis ts?

I f  i t  were a mat ter of s imple cont inu i ty and gradual evo lu t ion , the new re l ig ions should have ar isen

on the Indus wi th i ts ru ined memor ies of a great c iv i l i sa t ion , or in the nor th-west which had been

and remained the cent re of Vedic cu l ture for centur ies , or in Kuru- land which was the locus of the

Maha
-
bha

-
rata story and the su i tab le p lace for the mora l i ty wi th which the great ep ic is over loaded,

or at Mathura f rom which a new and power fu l cu l t o f Kr ishna as a l l -god was eventua l ly to spread.

Why did the newest and in some cul tura l respects ra ther backward land of the east take the lead

in the most advance form of re l ig ion? ’ ’  ( 1965/1972, 100)

Kosambi then goes on to relate the rise of new religions (not only of Buddhism) to the rise

of new classes in the Ganget ic basin. There were free peasants and farmers there. ‘ ‘The neo-

Vedic pastoral class of vaisyas within the tr ibe was replaced by agricul tur ist for whom the tr ibe

had ceased to exist ’ ’ (100). Traders had become so weal thy that the kings also used to treat

them wi th respect . The key to the change in soc ie ty as a whole was the or ig in o f pr iva te

property in farm animals, in land and i ts produce. Ki l l ing of cat t le in r i tual sacr i f ices was now

frowned upon and embodied in the doct r ine of ahimsa
-
,  non-v io lence. ‘ ‘How comple te ly the

s ix th-century re form drove th is [Ved ic sacr i f i ce of cat t le] too out o f fash ion is seen by the

abso lu te Hindu tabu upon cat t le-k i l l ing and beef-eat ing . . . .  A modern or thodox Hindu would

p lace beef-eat ing on the same leve l as cann iba l ism, whereas Vedic brahmins had fa t tened

upon a s teady d ie t o f sacr i f i ced beef ’ ’  ( 102) .

Moreover, ‘ ‘ the new eastern teachers rose above al l r i tual and broke the strongest tabu by

eat ing cooked food from the hands of another caste however low, or even lef t-overs of soi led

food’ ’ ( 103). ‘ ‘The leaders of the var ious innovat ing sects and thei r monkish fo l lowers (not the

lay be l ievers) ga ined the i r l i ve l ihood most ly by a lms. Th is was at base revers ion to food-

gather ing . . .  .  Cel ibacy and abst inence f rom hold ing proper ty made the new teachers much

more economic than greedy f i re pr ies ts in an acqu is i t i ve soc ie ty ’ ’  ( 103-04).

Aga in , a l l  th is is more or less common to a l l  the here t ica l sec ts , except ing perhaps

Makkha l i  Gosa la , who is sa id to have indu lged in sensuous orgy before h is death , dr ink ing

sp i r i ts , s ing ing incessanat ly and danc ing . But he d id a l l  th is in a s ta te of de l i r ium (Basham

61-62). Kosambi f inds a clue to the victory of the Buddha over other heret ics in this part icular

r e s p e c t :

Buddhism stood between the two ext remes : unrest ra ined ind iv idua l is t ic se l f - indu lgence and equal ly

ind iv idua l is t ic but preposterous ascet ic punishment of the body. Hence i ts s teady r ise , and i ts name

‘The Midd le Way’ . ( 105)

This doctr ine of the Middle Way then marks the superiori ty of Buddhism over al l other anti-

Vedic rel ig ions of the t imes. I t d id not provide an i l lus ion but set for th a viable way of l i fe ,

no less rea l than the others .

Not on ly th is , Kosambi cons iders the Noble Eight fo ld Path (a
-
rya asta

-
ng ika ma

-
rga )  to be

the core of Buddhism. This is why Buddhism was ‘ ‘ the most social of rel igions , the appl icat ions

of i ts var ious s teps are care fu l ly deve loped and expounded . . . ’ ’  ( 106. Emphas is added) . The

ear ly monks ‘ ‘wou ld accompany caravans, but even then passed the n ight outs ide the camp.

The Buddhis t monk was forb iden labour for pro f i t  and for agr icu l tu re , hav ing to l ive on a lms

or by gather ing food in the forest wi thout the tak ing of l i fe ; on ly thus would he be f ree to

concentrate upon his social duties, the obl igation to lead al l to the proper Way’’ (107. Emphasis

a d d e d ) .

I t  was not mere ly the at ta inment o f persona l ni rva
-
na that gu ided the Buddh is t monk; h is

soc ia l miss ion is o f card ina l impor tance. These features of Buddhism exp la in why i t suc-

ceeded in i ts miss ion whi le o ther here t ica l doct r ines cou ld not .

I t  is apparent that Kosambi cares l i t t le for the metaphys ics or onto logy of Buddhism. I t is

the soc ia l ph i losophy of the Buddha that concerns and impresses h im most . Dropp ing h is

customary re t icence he waxes e loquent on the ach ievements of Asoka (Ashoka) , ‘ ‘ the great

emperor , ’ ’  and h igh l igh ts th is very aspect which marks h im d i f fe rent f rom the Ar thasa
-
st ra k ing :
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The Arthasast ra k ing owed noth ing to anyone; h is sole business was to ru le for the prof i t of the state ,

wi th ef f ic iency as the one ul t imate cr i ter ion . Wi th Asoka, the soc ia l ph i losophy expressed in the s ix th-

century Magadhan re l ig ions had at las t penet ra ted the sta te mechanism (( 1965/1972) , 158) .

In connect ion wi th the in te l lec tua l turmoi l  in the then Ind ia Kosambi acute ly observes :

The s ix th century B.C. produced the phi losophy of Confuc ius in China and the sweeping reforms of

Zoroaster in I ran. In the midd le of the Ganget ic bas in there were many ent i re ly new teachers of whom

the Buddha was only one, not the most popular in h is own day. (97,100)

He might have added that Greece too wi tnessed the r ise of Presocra t ic ph i losophers in

the same period.6 Now that the t ime of the Buddha’s death has been brought down to c. 400

BCE (Norman 50-51) , the per iod of the r ise of severa l compet ing doct r ines in Eastern Ind ia

would be the f i f th century BCE. Of al l the teachers who dissociated themselves from the Vedic

varna (cas te) sys tem, the Buddha a lone was to propose a new way of l i fe and put forward

a new concept o f the s ta te . Speak ing of the Buddha’s pronouncements of the new dut ies for

the abso lu te monarch (such as, main tenance of peace and order , pub l ic works for the benef i t

o f the sub jec ts , e tc . ,  in shor t ,  a model o f wel fa re s ta te appropr ia te to the those days) ,

Kosambi wr i tes :

This is a star t l ing ly modern v iew of pol i t ica l economy. To have propounded i t at a t ime of Vedic yajna

to a soc ie ty that had just begun to conquer the pr imeval jung le was an in te l lec tua l ach ievement of

the h ighest order .  The new phi losophy gave man cont ro l over h imsel f .  ( 1 13. Emphasis added) .

At the same t ime, Kosambi does not fa i l  to not ice the bas ic l imi ta t ion of th is new

phi losophy in a backward society : ‘ ‘What i t could not give was l imi t less scient i f ic and technical

cont ro l over nature wi th the benef i ts to be shared by a l l mankind accord ing to ind iv idual and

soc ia l need ’ ’  ( 1 14) .

That the doct r ine never the less cont inued to grow even af te r the Buddha ’s death is ‘ ‘be-

cause i t  was eminenty ly f i t ted to the needs of a rap id ly evo lv ing soc ie ty ’ ’  ( 1 14) .

To sum up then : Kosambi ’s exp lanat ion of the r ise of the here t ica l doct r ines and the

u l t imate v ic tory of the Buddha ’s teach ings over o thers prov ides an exce l len t ins tance of

studying his tory afresh, as Engels urged Marx is ts to do (Selsam and others (eds. ) 71) . Instead

of fo l lowing what Marx had summar i ly d ismissed as a ‘ ‘super-h is tor ica l ’ ’  theory (Se lsam and

others (eds . ) 71 ) , Kosambi a t tends to a l l  the deta i ls o f the soc io-economic scenar io preva i l ing

in the Ganget ic bas in dur ing the s ix th/f i f th century BCE. Nor does he underva lue the gen ius

of the Buddha and h is in te l lec tua l ach ievements , and exp la ins h is success both in terms of

the crying need of the hour and how he alone could fulfi l it, not the others. Yet Kosambi insists

that ‘ ‘Buddhism cannot be t reated sole ly as a personal achievement of i ts unquest ionably great

founder nor was i ts dec l ine due to the imper fec t ions of humani ty ’ ’  ( ( 1965/1972) , 100) . Thus,

tak ing both the ob jec t ive and the sub jec t ive cond i t ions in to cons idera t ion , Kosambi prov ides

a model for Marx is t h is tor ica l ana lys is , rad ica l ly d i f fe rent f rom any other ‘ ‘Marx is t ’ ’  in terpre ta-

t ion of fe red by others . 7

Notes and Refe rencesNotes and Refe rencesNotes and Refe rencesNotes and Refe rencesNotes and Refe rences

1 Kosambi says a l l th is in h is la ter work in less deta i l  ( ( 1965/1972) , 104-05) . For Chat topadhyaya’s

v iews see R. Bhat tacharya 2010.
2 Kosambi ’s observat ion on Yoga is h igh ly sardonic and wor th quot ing :

Yoga within l imits is a good system of exercise in a hot cl imate for people who do not l ive by muscular

exer t ion and hard phys ica l labour . The most that one can at ta in by i t is some measure of cont ro l over

normal ly invo luntary funct ions of the body, and good heal th ; but no supernatura l powers [such as

becoming inv is ib le or f ly ing through the a i r at wi l l ] .  ( 1965/72, 105)
3 The Four Noble Truths are : i ) dukkha ,  suf fer ing , i i ) dukkhasamudaya ,  or ig in of suf fer ing ,

i i i )  dukkhani rodha ,  cessat ion of suf fer ing , and iv) dukkhani rodhaga
-
min i pat ipada

-
,  way to the cessa-

t ion of suf fer ing . (Dhammacakkapavat tana sut ta ,  5-8)
4 For a more deta i led d iscuss ion of negat ion and the negat ion of negat ion, see R. Bhat tacharya 2009.
5 In h is la ter work (1965) Kosambi says the same in another way : ‘ ‘The yajña was ended for the

easterner in a l l  but theory ; the brahmin of the fu ture would eventua l ly agree to serve a l l castes as

pr ies t and to adopt new worsh ips to o ld forms in order to gain h is l ive l ihood – pay ing l ip serv ice to

the Vedas a l l the whi le . ’ ’  ( 1965/1972) , 104.
6 Kather ine Osborne has recent ly prov ided a shor t but luc id account of the Presocrat ics . The c lass ic

Marx is t account by George Thomson is s t i l l  wor th s tudy ing.
7 See, for example , Ram Bi las Sharma’s very ‘ ‘ le f t -wing ’ ’  but large ly po in t less study and cont rast i t

w i th Kosambi ’s . I t is ra ther s t range that noth ing of Kosambi was inc luded in a co l lec t ion of essays

ent i t led Buddhism: The Marx is t Approach .
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From the Desk of the Mind-Pain terFrom the Desk of the Mind-Pain terFrom the Desk of the Mind-Pain terFrom the Desk of the Mind-Pain terFrom the Desk of the Mind-Pain ter

Lone l iness o f the Wr i te rLone l iness o f the Wr i te rLone l iness o f the Wr i te rLone l iness o f the Wr i te rLone l iness o f the Wr i te r

From the l is t of the names of wai t ing pat ients when my assistant Tarun cal led 'Bibhas Sanyal ' ,

then one midd le aged man entered in to the cab in . Wear ing o ld- fash ioned garments the person

seemed to be qu ie t sane and sober and i t  was imposs ib le to con jec ture that he was not

conf ident on h imse l f .  Though the person was unknown to me but for some unknown reason

every Bengal i  name seemed fami l ia r to me. But par t icu lar ly regard ing th is person he seemed

more familiar. The reason behind it I donot know. Yet I could not recall anything. The gentleman

informed me, ' 'Doctor , perhaps my problem is not l ike your other pat ients." I became aler t and

stare at h im to hear what he want to say across the tab le .

My problem is I cannot do some writ ing for the last few years. I feel paucity of words in

my mind. Th is condi t ion aggravated for the las t two years . By the by I can in form you that

I ret i red from a Goverment off ice few days ago. Off ice work as you know just to maintain the

l ive l ihood. Actua l ly I am a wr i te r . I wr i te regu lar ly . My ar t ic le has been pub l ished somet imes

in the famous magaz ine 'Desh ' .

Suddenly I could recal l as a l ightn ing and I excla imed in wonder – Your are that famous

Bibhas Sanya l , wr i te r o f the s tory 'B i rodh ' (Oppos i t ion)?

He stared at me, 'Oh yes, that is a long past but you st i l l remember i t? You have read

that s tory? '

I could not believe that the writer of short story 'Birodh', Bibhasbabu is now with me. Once

upon a t ime that story has moved me much. After that wri ter Bibhas Sanyal is such a person

who is only avai lab le to me not in th is mater ia l sensuous wor ld but in the dreamy imaginary

wor ld . Anywhere I searched that name and found anyth ing wr i t ten by h im read i t breath less ly .

However this t ime I concealed my sense of wonder. Though already I had expressed i t a l i t t le

b i t ,  tha t was not good spec ia l ly for a Psych ia t r is t .  Because anybody can open anyth ing to a

Psychiatr ist so if the Psychiatr ist expresses his inner self than it would be diff icult for a person

to express h imsel f proper ly . Th is we ca l l  in our language ' res is tance ' .

I f I cannot  wri te my existence is meaningless. That condit ion is unimaginable to me where

I am eat ing, dr ink ing, s leeping but not wr i t ing. By the by you should note, as i t is important

in my life, I am a bachelor. My elder brother has died and I am in the joint family of my elder

brother wi th nephew and nices. They are l ike my of fspr ings. Though I have separate room but

I use to go regular ly in some sol i tary places. There I spend few days for th is wr i t ings. I t is

di f f icul t for me to wri te anythng without this sol i tary place. I donot know whether i t is my bad

habi t or not .

No, no i t  is not a bad hab i t .  Everybody needs a sec luded p lace for wr i t ing someth ing .

So there is some sc ient i f i c reason beh ind i t .

Yes, I cannot reca l l i t  per fect ly but have read the opin ion of some Psycholog is ts as why

our creat ive , imaginat ion has become so power fu l  in some sec luded p laces . In th is regard

some of the p laces of mine are f ixed . And aga in there are some new p laces such as sea-

beach, bank of the r iver or such places where is a f ie ld st retch ing to or as far as hor izon.

Just af ter one month I feel the intense urge to go out for somewhere. And reaching there

my pent up imaginat ions and thoughts suddenly crumbled to come out . The faces star t ta lk ing

thei r stor ies incessent ly of thei r old inc idences. A huge amount of stor ies that are di f f icu l t for

me to manage. But what happened recent ly , gradua l ly I have los t the urge to wr i te anyth ing

in th is part icular lonely place. On the contrary I feel intense fear . Somet imes i t happened that

I want to escape from this situtation, I could not stand this lonely situation. As if  the loniliness

was trying to engulf me. For that reason I could not be able to write anything in the last two

years . But I cannot s tand th is k ind of ex is tence.

O. K. now one thing I have to know. How much lonliness you feel in your personal bachelor

l i f e ?

L is ten , everybody fee ls o f some accompany. I t  is natura l .  I a lso do fee l i t  but I have

accepted i t .  Because I have done my rout ine jobs spec ia l ly my wr i t ings amidst th is lon l iness .

However wi th my elder brother , s is ter- in- law, nephews and nices I am f ine. They have fu l f i l led

my lonl iness in day to day l i fe to a great extent .

Now what exact ly do you fee l in that v is i t ing p lace , why you have to escape f rom that

p l a c e ?

I t is hor r ib le lon l iness ! Prev ious ly I have never acqua in ted wi th th is k ind of lon l iness . I t

was expressing a profound sol i tar iness of al l my surroundings. As i f there was nobody exist ing

in this earth. I f there was any train service at night then I would come back at night .On the

next dawn I s tar ted . Coming home I fe l t immense re l ie f see ing the faces of my nephew and

nices . I never thought that the i r faces were so much p leasurab le . Now I can rea l ise that a l l

th is problems develop due to my intense lonl iness. But i f the things cont inue in this way then

i t would be imposs ib le for me to compose anyth ing . And then i t  would be use less ex is tence

for myse l f .

Then l is ten Bibhasbabu, any ar t is t searches for a lone ly p lace for two reason. F i rs t ly i f

we want that the s t imula t ions that are s tored in our memory need f ree access to our con-

sc iousness then the externa l s t imula t ions shou ld be as min imum as poss ib le . Second ly i t  is

seen that in lone ly env i ronment the eterna l t ime-space cont inuum jo ins wi th the cur rent t ime-

space f low so the present images s tored in the memory become more deep and pro found.

They become more power fu l to nar ra te a s tory . Because we know that in s i lence any word

is t ransforms in to more power fu l symbol .

They deve lop in the bossom of t ime. The sor rows and miser ies , the i r dest ruc t ion , var ious

feel ings comprehension of morta l l i fe become more painfu l and profound in th is condi t ion. Then

only all this images want to be more verbal, there is an appeal within the self to jot down this

verbal images in pen and papers and we are forced to compose. I t is a fact that we go to

a lone ly p lace wi th the s tored memory of exper iences , s t imula t ions , fee l ings of the d in and

bust le o f our day to day l i fe . There the in terna l env i ronment gets emanc ipated due to shut

down of ex terna l env i ronment . A v igorous turbu lant cond i t ion of s tored memory s tar ts a t th is

s tage spontaneous ly wi th the format ion of incessant inner speech. In th is s i lence develops the

f low of comprehens ion of e terna l t ru ths and they mix up wi th the s tored memor ies . Then we

publ ish th is creat ive verba l images by some compos i t ion in th is env i ronment o f hue and cry .

Th is is the p leasure and recogn i t ion of a creat ive ar t is t .

The bird that is f ly ing throughout the day in the open sky, knows that i t has a branch of
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tree in this earth so that it can return in the dusk. This is its pleasure and joy. Otherwise this

sky  would be a blue deser t to i t . Personal re lat ionship, fami ly and socia l status al l are l ike

the branches of t ree to a bi rd . The ar t is t creates in a lonely , secluded place but he returns

under the shel ter to his fami ly and personal re lat ionship. The ar t is t gets the socia l recogni t ion

for h is creat iv i ty but he gets persona l recogn i t ion through h is persona l re la t ionsh ip . S imul ta-

neous ly th is two th ings enve lop h im in a menta l secur i ty . Many ar t is ts do not possess that

creativity in their old age. As we realise this kind of ornamental existence of some of the poets

and wr i te rs in the seminars and conferences as spec ia l guests or pres idents .

They are non-existent in the literary world. They live by their past deeds and that help them

to get a kind of social recogni t ion, honour etc. . At home in the personal relat ionship this kind

of recogni t ion help them to get a k ind of personal secur i ty for rest of thei r l i fe . Though you

are still not in that age as you would not lost your creativity in this age. But when the creativity

s topped or los t i ts t rack , then exact ex is tent ia l secur i ty or cr is is per turbed the ar t is t and he

gets his meaning of existence at the personal relat ionship. This is true not only in the fag end

of l i fe when almost al l creat iv i t ies started to cease but also i t is true for an art ist who is at

the peak of h is creat iv i ty . In some in tervening per iod they remain to ta l ly non-creat ive . At that

per iod they l ive their l i fe just l ike other ordinary people. Again gradual ly they bui ld up in their

mind the ar t is t ic creat iv i ty o f emot ions and fee l ings through the i r day to day exper iences .

In your case we have to th ink whether your bache lor l i fe is bear ing upon your persona l

recogni t ion or not . Every person in th is earth needs at least one person wi th whom he would

deve lop an uncond i t iona l persona l re la t ionsh ip . That person would be most wanted and be-

loved. Except th is re la t ionsh ip h is ex is tence would be meaning less . We have to th ink whether

you are depr ived of th is bas ic necessary cond i t ion of l i fe or not .

Remain ing s i len t for some moment Bibhasbabu open h is mouth , tha t I do not know but

would it be so important factor in my life? But it is true that after demise of my elder brother

the nephew, n ices were very much depended on me. Now they are a lmost independent . That

may be a factor. But there are artist who are widower in this age and their children are grown

up and separa ted f rom h im!

No Bibhasbabu it is a factor. There is not a single person living in this earth to whom your

exis tence has some specia l bondage, to whom you are the most dearest and wanted. But you

are an art ist . Only an art ist can overcome this factor. You would not be ext inguished only with

th is mor ta l l i fe . Ord inary peop le surv ived by the i r ch i ld ren . Af ter two three genera t ions they

a lso surv ived by others . In th is way on ly the spec ies is preserved. But you would surv ive

beyond that due to your art ist ic creativi ty in future in the mind of many people. Extending your

t ime, crossing your per iod you would survive by your readers. That is the chief moral incent ive

of creat iv i ty , o f ex is tence for any ar t is t .  You shou ld not th ink of your lone l iness in some

sec luded p lace .

Those who are in cr is is l i ke you, they are your inv is ib le co- t rave l le rs . Do you not wr i te

anything for them? You should think how you can narrate your present crisis or problem in your

wr i t ings. And that would be a method to help you yoursel f or your readers to overcome thei r

cr is is . In this matter Rabidranath is our classical example. Throughout his l i fe he had lost one

by one his sister- in law, son, daughter , wi fe. Reaching some secluded place you feel that you

are alone. How you could think of  that. You have forgotten that there are innumerable readers,

admirerers in every nook and corner o f Bengal .

Jus t one or two successfu l ar t ic les would be your turn ing po in t .  In that case you can

choose for wr i t ings a par t ia l sec luded p lace than a comple te one. The charac ter o f an ar t is t

i s to create or rear someth ing , except o f fspr ings so that they can cross the boundary of

contemporary t ime-per iod and to reach and preserve someth ing for d is tant fu ture . And to do

that he has to per form h is works a lone s i len t ly . Transgress ing the boundary of h is res idence

the whole wor ld became h is res idence. He remains beyond h is t ime and become for a l l  t ime

or c lass ic and that is h is l i fespan.

Af ter th is br ie f d iscuss ion I have g iven some hypnot ic-suggest ion therapy cover ing and

reminding him his past g lory . There I have suggested to him –– you have done enough, you

have done your job, i f you do not wr i te anymore st i l l  you would be remembered by us. You

have created your permanent p lace in Bengal i  l i te ra ture . There would be suf f ic ien t readers of

your wr i t ings. And the shel ter what would be vanished in your death, as you think, is nothing

in compar ison to your mor ta l remains . Ins tead now whatever you wr i te that would be bonus

to your readers so that your p lace would be permanent and eterna l a f te r your demise . I t  is

not at al l possible for you to know that how much readers are there who love and appreciate

your wr i t ings . I f  somehow you can know that f igure than you would not fee l yourse l f a lone.

As i t  is not poss ib le to know exact ly , jus t imagine i t .

He d id not fee l any necess i ty to come aga in . Because af te r a long days in terva l I saw

an art ic le wri t ten by him in a reknowed magazine. Though i t is not some extraordinary but the

story moved me. Af ter that he had no news. I regular ly search the magazines i f I could f ind

a story of our wr i ter . P A S

Three Rev iewsThree Rev iewsThree Rev iewsThree Rev iewsThree Rev iews

[We reproduce be low the rev iews of the fo l lowing works of Debiprasad Chat topadhyaya:

Science and Soc ie ty in Anc ient Ind ia (Calcu t ta : Research Ind ia Publ ica t ions , 1977) , His tory

o f Sc ience and Techno logy of Anc ient Ind ia : The Beginn ings (Calcut ta : F i rma KLM, 1986)

and History of Science and Technology in Ind ia ,  Vol . I I : Format ion of the Theor i t ica l Funda-

menta ls of Natura l Sc ience (Calcu t ta : F i rma KLM, 1991) . The f i rs t is a rough t rans la t ion of

a rev iew by Wal ter Ruben ( 1899-1982) , eminent Sanskr i t i s t ,  tha t appeared f i rs t in Deutsche

Li teraturz
-
e i tung 99:5/6, May-June 1978. The other two by Rober t Temple, His tor ian of Science

of China and Ind ia , appeared in Nature ,  Vo l . 331 , 14. 1 . 1988 and Vol . 353, 5. 1 . 1991 respec-

t i v e l y ]

Wa l te r RubenWal te r RubenWal te r RubenWal te r RubenWal te r Ruben

This impor tant book ( Sc ience and Soc ie ty in Anc ient Ind ia )  deals wi th on ly medic ine of

anc ient Ind ia , because there on ly th is ‘ ‘has reached the fu l l  s ta tus of sc ience. ’ ’  (p8. sec . 3,

201) i .e . ar r ived at the knowledge of ‘ ‘na tura l laws ’ ’  (svabhava ,  p . 440) wi th cor respond ing

sc ient i f i c consc iousness (p . 424) . The pos i t ion of medic ine in anc ient Ind ia is charac ter ised

by the fac t tha t the ‘ ‘ leg is la tors ’ ’  (p6, 51 , 212) (bet te r the theo log ica l teachers of r igh t and

mora l ) have sever ly accused the phys ic ians as i r re l ig ious . Agains t medic ine which was in-

c l ined towards mater ia l ism, there s tood re l ig ion wi th the be l ie fs o f reb i r th , magica l conse-
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quence of prev ious work and redempt ion ; th is exp la ined in the way of compromise d iseases

from own causes and (!) from the consequence of sins of the diseased in previous l i fe. Certain

medicalmen bel ieved accordingly, that amort izat ion for sins was the only way of cur ing (p. 40).

The work has a v i ta l aspect of manysided and basic wor ldwide f ight of knowledge against

be l ie f .  Dr . Chat topadhyay s ta ted ins ide the per iphery of Ind ian h is tory under d iscuss ion , how

pr imi t ive-soc ia l magica l-mytho log ica l thoughts in a lmost 3000 years of c lass s t rugg le has

deve loped on the one hand in to re l ig ion , theo logy and idea l ism and on the other had in to

sc ience, a the ism and mater ia l i sm (and to compromises) , f rom the beg inn ing indeed of the

c lass s t rugg le – in Ind ia recogn ised at the beg inn ing of the soc ie ty in about 100 BC. From

that t ime the ru l ing brahmanic pr ies t-magic ians and somewhat la ter each ‘ ‘ leg is la tor ’ ’  saw in

the phys ic ian an i r re l ig ious opponent , fo r they wanted to cure d iseases themselves wi th the i r

m a g i c .

A l ready in 1968 i t was po in ted out by A. Weber : but th is is to be car r ied forward by

mater ia l is t ic indo log is ts in which both the wr i te r and the cr i t i c be long.

The wr i te r spec ia l ly endeavoured to show that anc ient medic ine as a sc ience res ts on

‘ ‘na tura l laws ’ ’  (see above) . Here fur ther research must be done, for the anc ient Ind ians d id

not know any sys tem of natura l laws, ne i ther phys ica l nor chemica l ,  as t ronomica l or medica l .

Medicalmen spoke l i tera l ly only of svabhava (see above) : of the ‘ ‘own being’ ’ f rom which the

products of mat ter become so, as they are (p . 155, 177, 357, 411 ) .  The mater ia l i s ts (or

natura l is ts as they are somet imes cal led : p . 155, 177, 357, 411) prop ionated as for ins tance

the heat of f i re comes from ‘ ‘own being’ ’ (or in th is sense f rom onw nature) of the element ,

but s t i l l  not f rom a genera l sys tem of natura l laws.

In anc ient Ind ia sc ient i f i ca l ly educated maler ia l i s ts were sensua l is ts and as such unab le

to recogn ise sc ient i f i ca l ly the rea l sys tem of natura l laws.

Dual is t ic ph i losophers put th is ‘ ‘own nature ’ ’  as dr iv ing force of deve lopment aga ins t ac-

c ident , t ime or fa te i .e . god. The dua l is t ic Samkhya ph i losophy of ten unders tood under th is

term ‘ ‘own being’ ’ , or iginal matter out of which al l mater ial products have appeared and appear-

ing ; but the i r dua l ism means that th is mater ia l deve lopment o f the sp i r i t  dependent anc ient

mater ia l occurs for the purpose of sp i r i tua l sou l ,  so that the sou l or the consequence of

prev ious work in the actua l dr iv ing force . However Samkhya and mater ia l ism spoke of such

a ‘ ‘na ture ’ ’  or mat ter , and that d id a lso occas iona l ly ob jec t ive idea l is t (p . 374) , as wel l  as

dua l is t ic ph i losophy of Nyaya-Vaises ika . The vast Bhagavatg i ta , based on Samkhya ( 18, 41

f f ) appl ied this concept of nature on the contrary ideal is t ical ly : the r ights and dut ies of the 4

castes originate from their ‘ ‘own being’ ’ and also the relat ionship of individual soul to the world

spir i t was regarded as such an ‘ ‘own being’ ’ (8, 3).

There was in anc ient Ind ia jus t no somewhat deve loped sc ience and the author is r igh t

when he casua l ly charac ter izes medic ine as a d ic ip l ine , which he hopes, to be d i f fe rent f rom

our concept of science (p. 273, sec 209, 212). Here one can and must observe, that although

even our vast inner medic ine in a product o f h igh ly deve loped exper iences , i ts sys tem of

natura l laws has not yet beenfu l ly known.

The anc ient Ind ian medic ine grew f rom an exper ience, f rom an en l igh tenment , which

opposed magica l mytho logy . Medic inemen were regarded in Kauta lya ’s teach ing of s ta tes ( iv ,

1 ,  56f ) as ar t isans or ar t is ts (accord ing to the v iew of Konner ) ; th is teach ing of s ta tes was

i tse l f  a k ind of en l igh tened exper ience wi th inc l ina t ion towards sc ience. I t  was demonst ra ted

f rom cer ta in rad ica l schoo ls o f mater ia l i s ts such as Barhaspatyas and Ausanasa ( 1 ,2 1 f f ) and

so did the medicine (p. 367). One can put the ‘ ‘ teaching of lust’ ’ or that of body as the third

s imi la r d isc ip l ine and those three at once set aga ins t the or thodox r igh t –– mora l teach ing .

Ast ronomy of which on ly a few remarks have been made,may be l ikewise examined.

(p . 353 f f ) .  These four teach ing of medic ine , s ta te , lus t and r igh t cum mora l ,  appeared

substanc ia l ly between 300 BC and 300 AD as the c lass soc ie ty was advanc ing and the

l i te ra ture was app ly ing scr ip ts . These teach ings were favourab le for the r ich t raders of the

t ime, who were educated ci ty dwel lers , who in despot ism enjoyed a cer ta in f reedom of thought

wi th th is ant i -sc ient i f i c redempt ion –– re l ig ion , because the ru lers needed them. The i r re f ined

cour t isan soc ia l l i fe approached somewhat o f the Athen ians . Moreover , h is tor ica l connect ions

due to common Indo-European t rad i t ions , t rade and cu l tu ra l re la t ionsh ip of Ind ians and Greeks

to Baby lon ians accounts for cer ta in  s imi la r i t ies of both anc ient medic ines . Both taught v iz .

a s imi lar ra t iona l (not sc ient i f ic ) humora l patho logy (p . 156) . Both medic ines were regarded as

hand ic ra f t and for tha t reason got a t ten t ion of cer ta in castes . But the here t ica lness by the

or thodoxy was found on ly in Ind ia and usua l ly not in Greek democracy . Wi th the theo logy of

the Brahmanic caste , the medica l men sought cer ta in compromises (p . 372 f f ) and thereby

ar r ived at some cont rad ic t ions of the i r combinat ion of knowledge and be l ie fs , which remained

due to almost 3000 years cont inu ing ‘ ‘As iat ic Mode of Product ion ’ ’ t i l l  young Indian capi ta l ism

of our era. Thus spoke Indira Gandhi in 1968 that ‘ ‘we’’ are so much arrested in our past that

‘ ‘we ’ ’  as a lso our sc ient is ts lead a somewhat sch izophren ic l i fe . Only h is tor ica l and d ia lec t ica l

mater ia l i sm po in t out to i t .  Jus t th is has made the author capab le to make substanc ia l

progress over h is great predecessors l ike Dasgupta and Fi l l iozat .

Ind ian WisdomInd ian WisdomInd ian WisdomInd ian WisdomInd ian Wisdom

Rober t  TempleRober t  TempleRober t  TempleRober t  TempleRober t  Temple

The h is tory o f Ind ian sc ience has not been wel l  documented and th is fasc inat ing book does

much to remedy the s i tua t ion . I t  dea ls la rge ly wi th what happened before 500 BC, and i ts

contents wi l l be highly unexpected to most readers. The book is pr imar i ly wri t ten for an Indian

aud ience and the author brave ly a t tacks ‘ ‘H indu rev iva l ism’ ’  and the obscurant is t doct r ines of

the re l ig ious fanat ics of India , point ing out that even many Indian sc ient is ts are ta in ted by i t .

Th is has resu l ted in a widespread unwi l l ingness among devout Hindus to acknowledge indebt-

edness to the Indus Val ley c iv i l i za t ion , which preceded the Aryan invas ion of Ind ia and which

co l lapsed about 1500 BC. Chat topadhyaya takes th is bu l l  f i rmly by the horns , demonst ra t ing

conc lus ive ly that the mathemat ics and geometry preserved in the Hindu Sulvasut ras can on ly

be Harappan ( Indus Val ley c iv i l i za t ion) in or ig in .

The book wi l l  be tough go ing for those wi th no background in Ind ian s tud ies , as the

references to the Vedas and count less other matters taken for granted by an Indian readership

wi l l  be obscure or even incomprehens ib le . But th is vo lume is never the less a master ly con-

t r ibu t ion to the h is tory of sc ience.

I t  is , fo r example , as ton ish ing what the author revea ls o f the complex i ty o f the br ick

techno logy of the Indus Val ley c iv i l i za t ion . One of the mathemat ica l preoccupat ions of that

c iv i l i za t ion was to make wide ly vary ing const ruc t ions of br icks – of great s ize – hav ing

ident ica l areas and vo lumes. The Indus people were thus concerned wi th at tempt ing to square

the circ le, knew the Pythagorean theorem (as the Babylonians also did) , had an accurate value
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of the square root of 2 to 5 decimal places, and indeed worked with the decimal system. They

were fond of prob lems such as ‘ ‘const ruc t a square whose area is three t imes the area ’ ’  o f

a g iven square ’ ’  or ‘ ‘ t rans form a square in to a rec tang le of the same area ’ ’  or ‘ ‘ const ruc t a

tr iangle whose area is equal to that of a given square’ ’ . This information was preserved by the

later Hindus for superst i t ious reasons connected wi th the awe in which they held baked br icks

(which they were incapable of making) and to which they attr ibuted a myst ical or div ine power.

Indus Val ley ast ronomy is less fu l ly t rea ted because less ev idence surv ives , but i t  was

fa i r ly advanced, and ingenous analys is of one datum has y ie lded a prec ise date of 2357 BC

for an observat ion . Fa i lu re of sch lars to dec ipher the Indus scr ip t makes var ious specu la t ions

on Indus ast ronomy cont rovers ia l ,  though many surv iv ing shor t inscr ip t ions seem to re fer to

s tars ( represented by a f ish s ign) .

For 1000 years , between 1500 and 500 BC. Ind ia had no form of wr i t ing . Most sc ience

d isappeared. But i t  was dur ing th is per iod that the ear ly Hindus deve loped l ingu is t ic sc ience

to its highest pitch in the world history, a story also told in the book. The motivat ion was the

need to preserve immense ly long tex ts ora l ly wi thout so much as a sy l lab le out o f p lace .

Stemming f rom th is ex t raord inary feat o f l ingu is t ics came the foundat ion of phonet ics , e tymol-

ogy , semant ics , and the most compl ica ted grammar in the wor ld , tha t o f c lass ica l Sanskr i t .

Aso d iscussed at length is the anc ient Hindu concept o f r ta , which seems to be the wor ld ’s

ear l ies t formula t ion of the pr inc ip le of natura l law, and which in the Vedic per iod in Ind ia

t ranscended a l l  w ishes of the gods .

A seque l vo lume by another author dea l ing wi th the h is tory o f Ind ian sc ience of subse-

quent epochs wi l l  appear in due course . We can hope i t wi l l  match Chat topadhyaya ’s book,

which wi l l  be a fundamenta l re ference work for decades to come.

S t rugg l ing fo r the a i rS t rugg l ing fo r the a i rS t rugg l ing fo r the a i rS t rugg l ing fo r the a i rS t rugg l ing fo r the a i r

Th is [Vol . 2 of the same book] is more than a book on the h is tory of sc ience. I t grapples

directly with the issue of whether India is to have any future or not. Chattopadhyaya is a brave

man, and he has tack led the fundamenta l prob lem head on: he shows the h is tory o f Hindu

obscurant ism that has suppressed the r ise of sc ience in Ind ia through ages – the impl icat ions

for the present are c lear .

There were many bri l l iant ear ly scient ists in India, and i t is in this book that we learn of

them essent ia l ly for the f i rs t t ime. The author ’s h is tor ica l-spadework is breath tak ing . He recon-

s t ruc ts the t rue s tory through the fog of the in terven ing re l ig ious fanat ic ism, and undoes the

tang led knots of mangled tex ts brought about by the centur ies of d is tor t ion and suppress ion .

Westerners wi l l  be amazed to learn that human corpses were rout ine ly d issected in Ind ia

centur ies before Vesa l ius ( 1514-64) , as par t o f what Chat topadhyaya r igh t ly ca l ls anc ient

Ind ian ‘ ‘ ra t iona l is t medic ine ’ ’ .  The re levant anc ient tex t spec i f i ca l ly ca l ls for ‘ ‘d i rec t persona l

observat ion ’ ’ .  The or ig ina l form of Ind ian Ayurved ic medic ine was thorough ly and spectacu lar ly

ra t iona l .  But i ts sad d is tor t ion , over lay and indeed pervers ion by re l ig ious fanat ics as neces-

s i ta ted the use of Chat topadhyaya ’s own surg ica l sk i l l s in ex t rac t ing the or ig ina l g lor ies of

anc ient Ind ian medic ine f rom the mounds of rubb ish in which i t  became embedded.

This is one of the saddest books ever wri t ten about the history of science. For never has

a cu l tu re so sat is fac tor i l y s t i f led sc ient i f i c progress as Hindu cu l tu re . The smug of se l f -

sat is fac t ion of the devout – and they near ly won a recent e lec t ion – has put a wet b lanket

over generat ion af ter generat ion of br i l l iant men of science. The Indian genius is there; but so

is i ts nemesis . Th is book deserves to be read as a case h is tory of how rat iona l ism can be

defeated repeate ly over the course of three mi l lenn ia . There is no para l le l in the anna ls o f

human thought .

Chat topadhyaya conv inc ing ly shows at great length that the sc ient is t Uddalaka Arun i

antedated Tha les of Greece and that Ind ian sc ience is o lder than Greek sc ience. In the

seventh or e ight century BC, Uddalaka held to a pos i t ion of ‘ ‘essent ia l ly a rat iona l knowledge

based on observat ion and even exper iment . ’ ’ He bel ieved that ‘ ‘everyth ing is made of indiv is ib le

par t less ent i t ies . ’ ’  He conce ived ‘ ‘ the bas ic s tu f f o f the wor ld as cons is t ing of f ines t essence

of inv is ib le minute par t ic les . ’ ’  But more impor tant , ‘ ‘ ins tead of jus t proc la iming some theory or

seek ing any scr ip tura l dec lara t ion as i ts main prop, he wants to demonst ra te i t  on s t rength

of ac tua l observat ion at every s tep ’ ’ .

In no other cu l ture d id atomism have a longer h is tory . As Chat topadhyaya poin ts out , ‘ ‘ in

the Ind ian t rad i t ion atomism was much more than a somewhat pass ing ep isode as i t  was in

anc ient Greece. ’ ’  He says , ‘ ‘The defence of a tomism there fore spec ia l ly in the nature ph i loso-

phy of the Nyaya-Vaises ikas s t re tched over many centur ies seems to be a un ique feature of

the sc ient i f i c t rad i t ion of anc ient Ind ia . ’ ’

This is in stark contrast to China, where an atomic hypothesis never took root at a l l . As

recent ly as the seventeenth century in Ind ia , the ph i losopher Gadadhara on h is deathbed

uttered as his last words ‘ ‘Pi lu, pi lu, pi lu ’ ’ , which means ‘ ‘Atoms, atoms, atoms. ’ ’ Thus, atomism

was a t rad i t iona l Ind ian hypothes is for more than 2,200 years .

Th is superb work of scho larsh ip def ies a l l  summary . The author has rendered a serv ice

to a l l  h is tor ians of sc ience by open ing up an unknown wor ld – unknown even to h is fe l low

count rymen. Let us hope that the lessons wi l l  not be los t on them.

If India continues to allow religion to have the upper hand over science, then the tales told

by Chat topadhyaya wi l l  have sequels , and India wi l l  re lapse in to the Stone Age. That , f rank ly ,

is h is message. P A S
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