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A t r ibu te to the memory o f Hemanga B iswasA t r ibu te to the memory o f Hemanga B iswasA t r ibu te to the memory o f Hemanga B iswasA t r ibu te to the memory o f Hemanga B iswasA t r ibu te to the memory o f Hemanga B iswas

Hemanga Biswas, the doyen of le f t i s t cu l tu ra l movement o f Benga l was the

'Bards of pass ion and of mir th ' ,  complet ing h is centenary th is year . He was a

s incere worker engaged in cu l tu ra l f ron t o f und iv ided Bengal and Ind ia for a t

leas t f ive decades. Though Marx is t in te l lec tua l confus ion and mora l chaos of

h is nat ive land and abroad and unexpected deve lopment had confounded h im.

Yet he had infused l i fe into the moribund current of cul tural movement with his

creat ive and Marx is t ideology in the st ruggle for emancipat ion of peasentry and

work ing c lass . He should be remembered for h is creat ive and leadersh ip qual i -

t ies in the cul tura l f ront . The sarcast ic and bi t ter opposi t ion must be taken as

a t r ibu te to the power of ar t .Though l ike a l l  human be ings he was s t rong ly

in f luenced by cu l tu ra l inher i tance. Marx is t ideo logy was congruous wi th the

r is ing ana ly t ica l sp i r i t .  He was a fo lk ar t is t and he metamorphosed the Ind ian

fo lk mus ic wi th Wor ld fo lk spec ia l ly that o f China and South-East As ia . He

spent a cons iderab le amount o f t ime in China to v isua l ise the exper iences of

Soc ia l is t const ruc t ion . We have immense ly benef i ted wi th h is versat i le work ing

capac i ty as an organ iser as an ar t is t and as a propagand is t .  He was a man

of except iona l in te l l igence and unusua l po l i t i ca l sagac i ty . He was born a hu-

manis t ,  but the ascet ic temper mastered h im. In h is age of humani ty cannot

but cry out aga ins t such monst ros i ty o f feuda l ism of h is soc ie ty .Though our

Communist Part ies are planned not evolved so i t is inherent ly fra i l in character .

Th is is the ch ie f reason why such type of exce l len t worker l i ke Hemanga

Biswas cou ld not be accomodated in any s t ream of po l i t i ca l movement . In

some period of his l i fe he transformed into an individual art ist or at best leader

of a cul tural t roupe. The rebel leader massed many sold iers ! Inspi te of al l th is

shor tcomings we shou ld remember h im for h is r ich documenta t ion and per form-

ing ar ts . He shou ld be eva luated in the proper perspect ive . Though master ing

the perspect ive is one of the basic sk i l l  of a mass-s inger . However he should

be remembered for his love of his country and of i ts poor , dest i tu te peasentry

and work ing c lass .
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Dhi rendranath Gangopadhyay

A person can be invo lved in ant isoc ia l ac t iv i t ies for var ious reasons . Suppose i f  he is not

sa t is f ied wi th h is expecta t ion f rom soc ie ty , i f  he doesnot sat is fy the excess ive demands of

the society, i f the society does not demand anything from him then a person learns to neglect

h is soc ie ty . When the soc ia l env i ronment become po isonous wi th in jus t ice , cor rupt ion , un law-

fu l ac t iv i t ies natura l ly man becomes antagon is t ic aga ins t soc ie ty . When the o ld soc ie ty s tands

as a hindrance l ike stumbl ing block to resist the arr ival pathway of the new society then some

persons of th is exis t ing society become al ienated f rom the old society and protest against th is

o ld sys tem of the soc ie ty .

Somet imes the pro tes t may be mi ld , somet imes i t is acute , somet imes i t become s i len t ,

somet imes i t is voca l , somet imes i t is re formis t ic and somet imes dest ruc t ive . When e i ther

product ion or d is t r ibut ion system or both of them needs radica l t reatment then a large sect ion

of popu la t ion le f t  the soc ie ty . There are among them the forerunner o f the fu ture model o f

soc ie ty , suppor ters of past go lden days and somebody who search for some myst ique wor ld .

The f i rs t group is suppor ters of revo lu t ion . They want to bu i ld a new deve loped soc ie ty

dest roy ing th is o ld soc ie ty . The second group is counter- revo lu t ionary . They are determined

to res is t the revo lu t ion by the name of past fantas ies . The i r romant ic appea l a t t rac t many

youths and eventua l ly they s t rugg le for i t .  They become apparent ly successfu l to thwar t the

revolut ionary process and they infuse to the old society with some new energy on i t . The third

group does not cons ider the a l l  mater ia l wor ld ly af fa i r as ins ign i f icant , wor th less but they are

re luc tant to act ive ly par t ic ipate in the st rugg le . They engage themselves wi th the popular form

of wel fare act iv i t ies , creat ing miss ionar ies , spread ing myst ic ism in ar t and l i te ra ture and

creat ing var ious absurd mater ia ls .

Ind i rec t ly the i r ac t iv i t ies he lp the counter- revo lu t ions . A l l  o f them are a l ienated . Aga in the

number of ant isoc ia ls wi thout any ideo logy are not less in number . Those who are invo lved

in un lawfu l ant isoc ia l ac t iv i t ies in search of l i ve l ihood or o ther reasons or say some qu ick -

tempered youths who want to destroy the society wi thout any reason al l have lost the moor ing

of soc ie ty and they are a lso a l ienated . The f i rs t group is idea l is t and they are vo luntar i l y

choose the path of ant isoc ia l act iv i t ies and those who are wi thout any ideology are compel led

to become an ant isocial . I t is of same resul t when a person lef t a society consider ing i t s ick

or somebody dis lodged himsel f f rom the soc ie ty . Al l of them are in f luenced by the same kind

of a l ienat ion prob lem. Neuro t ics are a lso to some extent a l ienated f rom the i r soc ie ty , sch izo-

phren ics are to ta l ly a l ienated even they become a l ienated f rom the i r essence a lso .

What is alienation? Is it a social evil or is it a natural protest -reaction of the idealist youth?

Is th is d iscuss ion of a l ienat ion essent ia l cons ider ing the revo lu t ionary perspect ive of our

c o u n t r y ?

In th is ar t ic le we have tr ied utmost to give answer to th is two quest ion. I t is di f f icu l t to

determine the def in i t ion of a l ienat ion . I t  has d i f fe rent usage. There are d i f fe rent a l ienat ion-

re la ted words in Engl ish such as est rangement , apathy , non- invo lvement , ind i f fe rence, detach-

ment e tc . .  Though somet imes some wr i te rs 1 have used the d i f fe rent words as subst i tu te of

a l ienat ion but they in tend to use the same cond i t ion of a l ienat ion . We have some const ra ins

in our vernacular  yet we have some exchangeable words to analyse the si tuat ion of al ienat ion.

Somet imes th is words are used in some narrow sense and somet imes i t is used in some

f lex ib le wider sense. Genera l ly there is no l imi t o f i ts meaning . On the otherhand they have

not tr ied to determine its exact def ini t ion. As a result the descrpt ion of al ienat ions are in most

cases radar less and somet imes meaning less . Some years ago in the d iscuss ion and seminars

arranged on behal f of Pavlov Inst i tu te specia l ly we have not iced th is sor t of tendency. I th ink

the aud iance there have not been much benef i ted to deve lop a concre te concept ion f rom th is

loose, unp lanfu l cur rent o f d iscuss ion f lowing in d i f fe rent d i rec t ion . I f  we want to know the

re la t ionsh ip of revo lu t ion and a l ienat ion then we have to be acqu ianted wi th the var ious

s t reams of a l ienat ion .

To determine the cause of a l ienat ion the psycho log is ts put excess ive emphas is on the

persona l re la t ionsh ip of ch i ldhood and ado lescents and menta l s t ress and s t ra in . I t  has been

decided that when a chi ld cannot in tegrate wi th the fami ly or soc ie ty due to unheal thy fami ly

env i ronment , inso lub le Oedipus complex , persona l l ib id ina l cr is is . Our past or ch i ldhood days

determine our adu l t mindset and behav iour . Amer ican Freud ian psycho log is ts ch ie f ly suppor t

th is theory and prac t ice .

On the otherhand the soc ia l th inkers op ine that a l ienat ion is a react ion of tens ion and

stress and stra in of th is highly technological mechanical society . Al ienat ion is the curse of th is

soc ie ty based on explo i ta t ion . The ind iv idua l is he lp less , inact ive and v ic t im of a l ienat ion . The

indust r ia l i s ts have robbed h is labour , the s ta te admin is t ra tors have snatched h is f reedom, the

leaders of th is soc ie ty have tac t fu l ly created h im l ike an automaton depr iv ing h is spontaneous

in i t ia t ive and judgement . Accord ing to the soc ia l theor is ts ind iv idua l ism and ind iv idua l in i t ia t ive

have been neg lec ted . Gradua l ly propaganda of th is theory has spread f rom the Univers i t ies

of Europe to the Univers i t ies of Amer ica. There was much more turmoi l of post war economic

rest lessness, do ldrum of European sta tes than Amer ica spec ia l ly at the f i rs t ha l f . So i t seems

that anarch ism agains t any type of organ isa t ion , ins t i tu t ion , d is t rus t aga ins t o ld va lues were

not so much preva lent in the f i rs t ha l f in Amer ican soc ie ty l ike Europe.

After a gap of few years special ly when America was heavi ly involved in Vietnam war then

on ly the cr is is deve loped and a sect ion of peop le were very much voca l aga ins t the soc ia l

in jus t ice . In the d iscuss ion of a l ienat ion there were severe cr i t i c ism regard ing soc ia l in jus t ice ,

chaos, d iscr iminat ion , oppress ion etc . .  Much more emphas is were g iven on the prac t ice of

soc ia l t raumas than on the organ ic ins t inc tua l dr ives . I t  was cons idered that catas t rophy of

the ind iv idua l ' s a l ienat ion was much more caused by the mechanisa t ion of the product ion

system. It was been well accepted a theory that the chief cause of social al ienat ion and social

negat iv ism were due to consumpt ion of abundant commodi ty and commodi ty fe t ish ism.

I t is needless to say, this two opinions are extreme. So they have fai led to determine the

exact def in i t ion of a l ienat ion . The f i rs t group cons iders ind iv idua l as an ins t inc tua l dr iven

an imal that has devo id of any soc ia l connect ion . And the second group, the soc ia l theor is t

cons iders ind iv idua l as Frankenste in who has no cont ro l over h is ac t iv i t ies , is to ta l ly dr iven

by the soc ie ty . Psycho log is ts g ive neg l ig ib le emphas is regard ing soc ia l in f luences in the

format ion of psyche. On the otherhand the soc ia l theor is ts g ive neg l ig ib le in f luence of ind i-
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v idua l and ind iv idua l ism to change th is soc ie ty . They actua l ly den ies the ind iv idua l ism.

Seeman 2 has d iscussed f ive charac ter is t ics o f psyche created by a l ienat ion . The a l ienated

man th inks that he has no ro le to p lay regard ing change of the soc iopo l i t i ca l sys tem. He is

power less , h is root of fa i th is jeopard ised, he does not bel ieve anybody. He bel ieves that no

ob jec t ive can be at ta ined by soc ia l ly sanct ioned pathway, i t  is imposs ib le to bu i ld anyth ing

in the templa te of th is ideo logy . He is d isgusted of any ideo logy . I ts soc ia l va lues are

meaningless so he is wi thout any re la t ion wi th the society and the persons of soc iety . He is

alone. He is not guided by his inspired inner essence. External social and state power are the

cont ro l l ing force of th is ind iv idua l . So he is a l ienated f rom his essence, he los t h is in tegr i ty .

One research-scho lar 3 has found three types of mindset among th is a l ienated youth .

F i rs t ly they are not in f luenced by others . Second ly they cannot in f luence others . Th i rd ly they

are a l ienated f rom the i r sou l .  One of them has d iscovered a spec ia l v i r tue regard ing conf l i c t

of opinion of father and son of this era. Youth of this era are reluctant to build this old society

o f the e lders more beaut i fu l ly wi th a new des ign . They want to be comple te ly detached f rom

this society. They do not think to fol low their predecessors. They want to be free denying their

predecessors and socia l reformers and for th is independence and al ienat ion they have launched

a struggle. They have developed their own cul tural environment . This can be considered a new

sub-cu l tu re . They los t the i r ab i l i t y to communicate wi th the e lders and they do not fee l any

urge to communicate .

Another researcher has seen express ion of two cont rad ic tory at t i tudes among th is a l ien-

ated youths . The non-v io len t Hippy at t i tude and v io len t dest ruc t ive at t i tude . The f i rs t group is

inact ive . They do not want to dest roy or const ruct anyth ing. They want the taste of new l i fe

wi thout any ef fo r t .  The second group is ac t ive . They want to dest roy the o ld soc ie ty and

rebuild it . They do not want to wait for i t . The Hippy's want to be outsider, they do not want

to be an ins ider . So the researcher th inks that i t  is the i r hea l thy and jus t pro tes t-behav iour

aga ins t th is suf focat ing soc ia l sys tem. On the otherhand the v io len t ex t remis t youths not on ly

want to capture the state power of th is downtrodden society but they are power-monger though

they do not want any change.

Another researcher has d iscovered a bas ic d i f fe rence regard ing a l ienat ion between a poor

b lack Amer ican youth and a r ich whi te youth . The poor b lack is a l ienated as he is detached

from the aff luent. He wants recognit ion from the society. He does not want to detach from  the

soc ie ty as l ike whi te youth . The b lacks do not want to remain at the f r inge of the soc ie ty

vo luntar i l y .  I t  is due to soc ia l oppress ion that they have no other opt ion .

In th is re fer rence Kenis ton 6 op ines that few wr i te rs are eager to determine the def in i t ion

of a l ienat ion . We have been in formed f rom the resarcher-essay is t tha t there is fau l t in th is

soc ie ty and we have los t someth ing va luab le . I t  is not the same th ing l ike 'emanc ipat ion ' .

There is someth ing absent on the cont rary that we have not rece ived anyth ing .

So Kenis ton has ra ised four quest ions regard ing a l ienat ion . I f  we get answer of th is four

quest ions we can rea l ize the exact p ic ture of a l ienat ion otherwise i t  would be poss ib le to

determne the def in i t ion of a l ienat ion . From where i t  is a l ienated , f rom which spec ia l re la t ion-

sh ip? Is there any poss ib i l t y to deve lop any new re la t ionsh ip ins tead of the o ld re la t ionsh ip?

How the a l ienat ion has been expressed? What or who is respons ib le for th is a l ienat ion?

Actua l ly he wants to mean the word 'a l ienat ion '  a spec ia l k ind of es t rangement . 7

In the d iscuss ion of a l ienat ion Kenis ton pr imar i ly re fer red the ph i losopher-n ih i l i s t as ex is-

tent ia l i s t and cosmic ph i losopher . Th is human l i fe is shor t- l i ved , ob jec t less and meaning less .

Those days are gone when i t was thought that an omnipotent  God is cont ro l l ing th is wor ld

wi th some ru les and regu la t ions that has been created for mank ind . Today we do not th ink

that there is ex is tence of any subject ive t ruth . We cannot say that we can express to others

what we do feel or th ink. As we are al ienated from the great soul so we are al ienated from

each other . This mindset has the root in the phi losophy of Judo-Chr ist ian thinking of the story

of banishment f rom heaven due to or ig inal s in and then fo l lowed by al ienat ion. Though we do

not share this or ig inal s in in our rel ig ion yet we inculcate th is existent ia l th inking. Perhaps no

person is f ree f rom th is idea.

Ken is ton has g iven some name of th is type of a l ienat ion as ‘cosmic outcas tness ’ .  Then

he has d iscussed regard ing cr is is o f human growth and deve lopment . Dur ing the process of

growth and deve lopment we are be ing a l ienated and we are forming new re la t ionsh ip . The

author is hear ing the lament of a l ienat ion f rom the cry of newborn babe. As the ch i ld grows

he cut al l relat ionship with their parents and that is a painful af fa i r as descr ibed by Keniston.

From ch i ldhood to ado lescent , f rom adolescent to youth , f rom youth to e lder ly , f rom e lder ly

to old age – this is the way that the life history of alienation of an individual proceed gradually.

A l though the a l ienated person does not a lways fee l th is deep t ragedy of th is a l ienat ion due

to format ion of new re la t ionsh ip . Though we are def in i te ly overwhelmed wi th in our consc ious-

ness due to pa in fu l a f fa i r o f th is a l ienat ion for breakage of re la t ionsh ip .

Do not we shed tears or deep sigh for our lost past in our mature age? Do not we feel

the o ld remin iscences of our ch i ldhood days as secured and not burdened wi th respons ib i l i t y

that we feel as being amnest ic of our al ienated current s i tuat ion? The author has given name

of th is a l ienat ion as 'deve lopmenta l es t rangement ' .  In th is re ference he has a lso impor ted

Oedipus complex. He opined that the school days of a chi ld is 'go as you l ike ' af fair , a kind

of dev ia t ion f rom independence. Apar t f rom matur i ty o f growth and deve lopment o f sex hor-

monal g lands the ch i ld faces a new form of a l ienat ion . Fami ly re la t ionsh ip spec ia l ly re la t ion-

ship wi th mother has to be bui ld up newly . He has to determine new socia l re la t ionship . We

have d iscussed the re la t ion of a l ienat ion h is tor ica l ly wi th product ion re la t ion and soc ia l

r e s t r u c t e r i n g .

Soc ie ty o f hunter-gatherers t rans formed in to soc ie ty o f an imal husbandry . Soc ie ty o f

s lavery t ransformed into feudal state and the feudal state developed into capi ta l ism. In al l th is

change every chapter of h is tory exhib i ted and st i l l  exhib i t ing i ts own form of cr is is of a l iena-

t ion. One class t r ied to establ ish the old order , the another group t r ied to ext inguish the old

form due to a l ienat ion . Th is type of a l ienat ions are ‘H is tor ica ls ’ .  Accord ing to the author , the

ana lys is o f young Marx 's a l ienat ion theory is pr imar i ly th is h is tor ica l ups and downs. Loss of

labour relat ion is the basis of al ienation from others and from self . In Marx’s analysis al ienation

is imposed not vo luntar i l y created . Man is not a l ienated vo luntar i l y . A l ienat ion has been

imposed on h im. Pro le tar ia t does not know that h is labour has been robbed, that he is

a l ienated f rom his labour . The greates t t rag ic v ic t ims of th is h is tor ica l a l ienat ion are the

dest i tu te workers . The fee l ing of a l ienat ion is the s tar t ing po in t to ex t ingu ish the a l ienat ion . 9

According to Marx due to al ienat ion from labour, worker is al ienated from his sel f . On the

otherhand accord ing to neo-Freudians the al ienat ion f rom sel f is the pr imary , i t is not due to

a l ienat ion f rom labour . In th is contex t Karen Horney sa id , when the ‘consc ious se l f ’  o f the

individual lost control from 'real self ' or 'pr imal self ' then only comes the quest ion of al ienat ion.
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Al ienat ion f rom labour is assoc ia t ive . A l ienat ion is ch ie f ly a menta l s ta te , not soc ia l .  Though

soc ie ty can augment or acce lera te the depth and breadth of a l ienat ion by ign i t ing i t .  Neo-

Freudian Fromm and others are on the same opinion. They say, al ienat ion from sel f 10 spl i t the

se l f so the ind iv idua l fee ls the soc ia l a l ienat ion .

When consc ious se l f d issoc ia te f rom the creat ive se l f then on ly one can fee l a l ienat ion

from self labour. He feels in him an object within many objects and feels himself a commodity

l i ke others . Karen Horney , Er ic Fromm are idea l is t .  Jus t Freud ian unconsc ious has been

t ransformed to them in new name as ' rea l se l f ' ,  'p roduct ive potent ia l ' .  Fromm has t r ied to

ox id ise and reduce Marx 's theory wi th Freud ian hypothes is . They are confused l ike many

Marx is ts as wel l  as our inexper ienced readers .

Ken is ton has used the term 'a l ienat ion '  to use ind iv idua l ' s vo luntary a l ienat ion . In th is

s i tua t ion ind iv idua l has wi l l ing ly ban ished h imsel f .  Ind iv idua l is fu l ly consc ious of th is a l iena-

t ion. He knows that he has lef t the society , society has not lef t h im. He is not an outs ider .

He wants change ei ther of society or of himsel f . Here interhuman relat ionship is not the chief

matter. On the other hand to cut off relationship is the main point. He is very much vocal about

pro tes t .  His pro tes t is aga ins t a l l  soc ia l va lues of cu l tu re . In a l l  types of a l ienat ion the

ind iv idua l is detached f rom one re la t ionsh ip and at tached wi th another . But what Kenis ton

descr ibed i t  is imposs ib le to at tach wi th any re la t ionsh ip in th is form of a l ienat ion . The root

o f th is a l ienat ion res t on var ious causes l ike psycho logy , soc io logy , cu l tu re , h is tory etc . .

In th is a l ienat ion there is to ta l detachment o f re la t ionsh ip yet i t  is not the sp l i t  o f the

essence in two d is t inc t par ts . Though they are outs ide of the soc ie ty yet th is a l ienated

ind iv idua ls are in teres ted regard ing other ind iv idua ls o f th is soc ie ty . The wi l l  and des i re to

s t r ike aga ins t th is soc ie ty is the resu l t o f th is in teres t .  The o ld soc ia l re la t ionsh ip is es tab-

l ished by th is form of pro tes t-ag i ta t ion . We can say th is pro tes t behav iour as a revo lu t ionary

mindset . The react ion of a l ienat ion or pro tes t aga ins t soc ie ty revea ls as h is compass ion for

this society. This is an expanding ideas of which one side is loaded with antagoism, al ienat ion

and the others ide is f i l led wi th the commitment of fusion that binds with a compuls ive loyal i ty .

The ext reme express ion of th is a l ienat ion is in acute psychot ic cond i t ion , var ious dest ruc t ive

antagon is t ic ac t iv i t ies and var ious revo lu t ionary act iv i t ies .

D is loya l i ty , psycopath ic a t t i tude, soc ia l re format ive mot ive and someth ing in between th is

two ext reme are expandable mindset . The resu l t o f the act iv i t ies of one ext reme is h igh ly

react ionary and conservat ive psycho log ica l ly and they are the s tumbl ing b lock aga ins t any

sor t o f revo lu t ionary act iv i t ies or soc ia l change. I f  we earmarked th is two ext remes as r igh t

and lef t then in the middle point there wi l l reside the saint ly people and good indiv iduals and

the persons who conserve and propagate the c lass ica l cu l tu re of the soc ie ty .

Only the in tens i ty or the quant i ty o f a l ienat ion would not be the cr i te r ia to comple te the

c lass i f icat ion of a l ienat ion. From where the person is a l ienated and in which way or form the

al ienat ion has been expressed – answer of th is two quest ions are most impor tant to complete

the class i f icat ion of indiv idual ’s al ienat ion. I f a person is al ienated f rom the socia l ly sanct ioned

ru les and regu la t ions then one can f ind in h im behav iour d isorder and then on ly antagon ism

wi th the soc ie ty wi l l  be inev i tab le . In every soc ie ty there is more or less some ru les and

regu la t ions . I t  is expected that each and every c i t i zen wi l l  ab ide by i t .

I t is unlawful activi ty to violate this rules. There are police and court to prosecute the law-

breakers. I t is needless to say that to protect the interest of the higher class of this society,

ch ie f ly th is d isc ip l ine , ru les , regu la t ions have been enacted . I f  anybody dev ia tes f rom the

cu l tu ra l ru les and va lues of the soc ie ty i t  w i l l  not create much uproar . Because the cu l tu ra l

rules and values are not  wel l demarcated. Over and above f lout ing the cultural norms are not

pun ishab le of fence under the cr imina l jus t ice sys tem.

According to th is person as far as expression is concern th is al ienat ion are of two types.

One is a l lop las t ic where the ind iv idua l is determine to change the soc ie ty and the other is

autop las t ic where the person is much invo lved in se l f -pur i f i ca t ion .

I f  we do not def ine a l ienat ion then th is fac t- r iched d iscuss ion of a l ienat ion wi l l  cer ta in ly

he lp to h igh l igh t the var ious facets and s t reams of a l ienat ion . A l ienat ion is not a lways an

ai lment, i t is not always a derogatory remark in every f ie ld. We cannot abandon the discussion

of a l ienat ion . On the other hand we shou ld encourage i t .  The revo lu t ionar ies are insp i red in

a l ienat ion . Th is is not a s t igma of revo lu t ion . We cannot deny that the revo lu t ionary th ink ing

and act iv i t ies are a l l  in many ways in f luenced by the bra in type of the ind iv idua ls . But we

cannot say i t  as a joyous p lay of an ind iv idua l .  Aga in we shou ld keep in mind that the

revo lu t ionary ideas and pathways wi l l  not be so s t r i fe- r idden i f  the sub jec t ive fac tors of the

revo lu t ionar ies are so in tense ly dominant . There shou ld not be necess i ty o f any cu l tu ra l

revo lu t ion af te r s ta te and economic revo lu t ion . So i f  we do not g ive excess ive emphas is to

th is ind iv idua l-psycho logy and sub jec t ive fac tors yet we can progress in th is d iscuss ion of

a l ienat ion prob lems and revo lu t ionary consc iousness and that would be much he lp fu l .

A l ienat ion is not someth ing new in our Ind ian soc ie ty .

Though we descr ibed the Ind ian soc ie ty as conservat ive ins t i tu ton yet here in d i f fe rent

ages a l ienat ion has been exh ib i ted . I t  has cha l lenged the soc ia l va lues . Though fewer in

number yet there was soc ia l s ta te revo lu t ion and cu l tu ra l revo lu t ion . Though the neuro t ics ,

psychot ics , cr imina ls had d is turbed the soc ia l re formers yet there were as wel l  Carvaka,

Mahav i r ,  Buddha and they had re lent less ly a t tacked the t rad i t iona l re l ig ion and c lerks who

wanted s ta tus co . In the Kuruskhet ra there was ‘Musa l parba ’ .  In se l f defense the t rad i t iona l

cu l tu re and re l ig ion has been resur rec ted through Bhagabadg i ta .  The Varnashram theory was

be ing estab l ished on so l id Karmafa l theory . Sta lwar ts l ike Kabi r ,  Nanak, Sr icha i tanya had

emerged. Though there is no reference of original sin in our rel igion yet in the music of Sufis

and Bauls , the ex is tent ia l i sm have expressed. Not far away in those days of Nineteenth

Century we have seen the cu l tu ra l revo lu t ion assoc ia t ing a l ienat ion among the d isc ip les of

D e r o z i o .

In West Bengal and in India var ious signs of al ienat ion are obvious. Though i ts forms and

charac ters are d i f fe rent , i t  is d is t inc t in i ts own charac ter . The prob lems of indust r ia l i sed

country and India are not the same. So problems of a l ienat ion of th is two areas wi l l  not be

same. Though there are some common features of a l ienat ion present in a l l  the count r ies .

Lon l iness , express ion of pr imal ins t inc t in l i te ra ture ; abst rac t express ion ism in ar t ;  ex is tent ia l

n ih i l i sm and absurd i ty in drama a l l  th is have been cropped up f rom the las t decade in our

count ry . For the las t three decades Ind ian idea l ism and t rad i t iona l cu l tu re are be ing at tacked

by the Marxist revolut ionar ies and try ing to defend i tsel f desparet ly. There is no doubt that the

aggressors are a l ienated f rom the mains t ream Ind ian cu l tu re . The counter revo lu t ionary ide-

o logy is cur rent ly now a f ie rce at tack ing force .

The counter revo lu t ionar ies are very act ive to form a l ine of bat t le in the two war- f ie lds

of cu l ture and pol i t ics . One par t of the Ind ian youths are specia l ly in f luenced for many years
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with ideas of terror ism of the past . The fol lower of this ideas are comparat ively wel l organised

than th is r igh t is t cunterac t ing forces . In compar ison to that the present le f t i s t camp is in

d isar ray and d iv ided in many par ts . The two powers of a l ienat ion and pro tes t-ag i ta t ions are

concent ra ted in two oppos i te poles . There is no midd le poin t even no mutua l area seen near

by. So there is rapid changes. One group is div id ing in at least three groups and new group

is be ing organ ised in d is turb ing regu lar i ty . Everywhere the process of sh i f t ing of th is two

ext remes le f t and r igh t are obv ious .

The current social and state system are in no way can at t rack the adolescent and youths.

So there is increas ing fee l ing of a l ienat ion among them. The number of psychot ics , neuro t ics

and de l inquents are increas ing as wel l as the number of s tudent-youths u l t ra-revo lu t ionary and

counter revo lu t ionar ies are a lso increas ing . Dr iven by the cent r i fuga l force the youths of our

country are being concentrated in two opposi te poles. The other character of th is concentrat ion

is not ic iab le . The two antagon is t ic forces are rear ly come across face to face . In East and

Southern part of India specia l ly in West Bengal the ul t ra lef ts are very much strong. The other

par ts o f the count ry are bast ion of u l t ra r igh t is t react ionar ies . To some extent for th is reason

and for some other reasons of cent r i fuga l forces the c lasses between r igh t and le f t are so

common. On the other hand there are c lasses among themselves . Day by day we are

exper ienc ing in t rac lass c iv i l  war than c lass wars .

The u l t ra le f ts th ink each and every person res id ing at the midd le po in t as re formis t or

camouf laged counter revo lu t ionar ies . And the u l t rar ights th ink the midd le roaders as the agents

of left ist . The persons residing at the two poles are blind with rage. Not only they cannot trust

the i r own comrades even they cannot see the i r own body par ts . So out of fur ious rage they

are express ing se l f -muta l ia t ing behav iour . Are Kuruskhet ra and 'Musa lparba ' not far beh ind? Is

i t  poss ib le to channe l led th is su ic ida l f igh t ing among bro thers in the pathway of revo lu t ionary

a c t i v i t i e s ?

I f we want to make some enqui ry than we have to make survey at schoo l co l leges . We

have to know the past h is tory o f th is youths .We have to do research in soc ia l sc ience,

economics , psycho logy in a l l  th is three areas . Wi th the he lp of some earnest co l lec t ive ef for t

of survey and research in length and depth of al l spheres by many persons we may be able

to know the actua l cause of th is a l l  pervad ing s ta te of a l ienat ion .

We f ind heal thy and sol id express ion of a l ienat ion in revolu t ion and i ts heal thy express ion

seen in psychot ic and dest ruc t ive behav iour . I t  become more harmfu l in counter revo lu t ionary

act iv i t ies . The revo lu t ionar ies are a lso dest ruc t ive but the i r dest ruc t ion have some meaning .

They want dest ruc t ion for creat ing someth ing . They want a surg ica l operat ion of the mal ignant

u lcer o f the soc ie ty wi th some exper ienced hand. Though he somet imes cannot remember h is

ob jec t ive when he is engaged in f ie rce s t rugg le wi th counter revo lu t ionar ies . He does not

create any oppor tun i ty for bu i ld ing someth ing new. Why the a l ienated ind iv idua l wants dest ruc-

t ion? Prev ious ly I comment that soc ie ty has not fu l f i l l  h is expecta t ion so he is a l ienated .

Soc ie ty is unab le to g ive h im secur i ty , soc ie ty is unab le to so lve h is prob lems, soc ie ty is

enmashed wi th un jus t and un lawfu l ac t iv i t ies . So he is ant isoc ia l ,  so he is a l ienated .

In the deep corner of h is mind perhaps there is embeded h is tory of h is ch i ldhood expe-

r iences of t raumat ised memory of p i ty , cruel i ty , depr ivat ion. So he dis l ikes his society . He has

huge expecta t ion so he has in tense fee l ing of fa i lu re . Somet imes the ch i ld out o f in tense

fee l ing of fa i lu re s t r ike h is most prec ious ob jec t .  In search of secur i ty he mut i l ia tes h imsel f

out of anger. The al ienated man behave almost l ike a chi ld i f he cannot channel led his sense

of a l ienat ion insp i red by some sc ient i f i c ideo logy of revo lu t ion . Though we shou ld admi t tha t

due to lack of wel l  cont ro l process unnecessary dest ruc t ion are seen in sc ient i f i c revo lu t ion .

I t  is not necessary to depend on inherent innate eterna l ins t inc tua l theory to exp la in the

rage react ion and hatred of an al ienated indiv idual . The chi ld since bir th exper iences in society

v io lence and hat red of adu l ts and he a lso learns to express h is fa i lu re in th is way. Th is

exp lanat ion is suf f ic ien t . Fa i lu re begets rage react ion and rage react ion create dest ruc t ive

at t i tude . Whi le d iscuss ing regard ing rage react ion of a ch i ld lead ing to de l inquent behav iour

Marwel l 12 has some exp lanat ion .

He has to know wi th some preplanned program in which area of the soc ie ty is f ra i l  that

has been infested by weeds and i t is possible to gain much, str ik ing this region. He does not

exhibi t his bl ind rage react ion to destroy everything. I f the rage of al ienat ion is not channel led

in r igh t way or i f  i t  is engaged in dest ruc t ive works than at leas t revo lu t ion would not be

poss ib le . The prep lanned wi l l  to bu i ld an idea l is t ic soc ie ty  would be incomple te . I t  is the

primary duty of al l revolut ionaries to pract ice the science of revolut ion and to study the ideolgy

of revolut ion. Without i t there wi l l be possibi l i ty of series of fai lures. Fai lure of revolut ion helps

the counter revo lu t ion .

Those who accept the ca l l  o f revo lu t ion are not a t a l l  sc ient i f i ca l ly consc ious or idea l is t .

I f  they are good in number they can jeopard ise the path of revo lu t ion . To fu l f i l l  sad is t ic or

dest ruc t ive at t i tude of the ind iv idua l may be h idden when the person is in revo lu t ionary

act iv i t ies . I f  some neuro t ic persons get the respons ib i l i t y to lead the revo lu t ion then i t  would

be on ly a h is tory of b lood bath and sense less k i l l ings . Though dest ruc t ion , v io lence, k i l l ing ,

b lood bath are unavo idab le in revo lu t ion yet no actua l revo lu t ionary does be l ieve in sheer

v io lence or dest ruc t ion . Dur ing exc i tement o f revo lu t ion any weakminded person may turns

in to a hyster ic or parano id . Th is dera i led revo lu t ionary leaders may perpetuate unnecessary

crue l ty and v io lence. In that case the hea l thy express ion of a l ienat ion may t rans form in to

unhea l thy psychot ic behav iour .

I f  the revo lu t ionary energy can be channe l led in todays youths mind to burn the waste

products and germ of the soc ie ty then we can expect emergence of a hea l thy pur i f ied

env i ronment . Otherwise every th ing can be dest royed by th is f i re . I f  th is youth force is chan-

nelled in proper scienti f ic way then we can expect that it would purify washed out al l the fi l thy

mat ters or we would be de luge in th is power of tornedo. To make revo lu t ion success is not

the so le respons ib i l i t y o f some leaders , i t  is the respons ib i l i t y o f the ent i re masses . They

shou ld know the d i f fe rence between the a l ienat ion of a revo lu t ionary and a psychot ic person.
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gists thought that every species of animal had been created by God in i ts exis t ing form, and

many be l ieved that a l l  an imals were descended f rom ancestors in Noah’s ark . Darwin found

these ideas d i f f i cu l t .

‘ ‘ I t  is s t range, ’ ’  he wrote f rom St . Helena in 1836, ‘ ‘ tha t th is l i t t le cent re of a d is t inc t

creat ion should , as is asser ted, bear marks of recent e levat ion . ’ ’  He d id not yet see how to

explain such facts. But on some human affa i rs he had certain ly made up his mind. His let ters

are fu l l  o f a t tacks on s lavery , which was on ly abo l ished in the Br i t i sh Empi re in 1838.

I was told before leaving England [he wrote from South America] that af ter l iv ing in slave

countries all my opinions would be altered; the only alteration I am aware of is forming a much

higher op in ion of the negro charac ter . I t  is imposs ib le to see a negro and not fee l k ind ly

towards h im.

On the other hand, he did not take to the savages of Tierra del Fuego. But he seems to

have l iked every other human race.

I must suspect [he wrote f rom Sydney] that those who have abused or sneered at the

miss ionar ies , have genera l ly been such as were not very anx ious to f ind the nat ives mora l

and in te l l igent be ings .

He returned to England in 1836, and never lef t i t again, par t ly because of pers is tent bad

heal th . In 1837 he star ted his f i rs t notebook on the transformat ion of species, that is to say,

the theory that ex is t ing spec ies of p lants and an imals , inc lud ing men, were descended f rom

ancestors very un l ike themselves and that the change, or evo lu t ion , had been main ly due to

the surv iva l o f the f i t tes t in each genera t ion . His great book, The Or ig in of Spec ies ,  was

publ ished twenty-two years later . Dur ing the whole interval he went on col lect ing facts for and

aga ins t the theory which he gradua l ly bu i l t  up . In do ing so, he says :

I fo l lowed a go lden ru le , namely that whenever a pub l ished fac t , a new observat ion or

thought came across me, which was opposed to my genera l resu l ts , to make a memorandum

of it without fai l and at once; for I had found by experience that such facts and thoughts were

far more apt to escape f rom the memory than favourab le ones .

In other words Darwin was about as intel lectually honest as it is possible for a man to be.

What other good qual i t ies had he? Again to quote from his own words, ‘ ‘ I think that I am

super io r to the common run of men in not ic ing th ings which eas i ly escape at ten t ion , and in

observ ing them care fu l ly . ’ ’  We are apt to forget that i f  Darwin had never wr i t ten a word on

evo lu t ion , he would s t i l l  have been among the wor ld ’s great b io log is ts .

He wrote a number of books on the fer t i l izat ion of f lowers. They descr ibe both observat ion

and exper iment . I t  is charac ter is t ic o f Darwin that h is exper iments were a lways very s imple .

When one reads them one is inc l ined not so much to say ‘ ‘how c lever Darwin was to th ink

of that, ’ ’ but ‘ ‘how stupid that rest of humanity was not to think of that before. ’ ’ For example,

he noticed that there are two kinds of primrose and cowslip, one with long styles, and the other

with short. He fert i l ized numbers of flowers with the pollen of others, and found that pollen from

long-s ty led p lants produced p lenty of seed on shor t-s ty led p lants , and s imi la r ly po l len f rom

shor t on long-sty led p lants . But when he crossed long wi th long, or shor t wi th shor t , he got

very few seeds.

Next spr ing have a look at a few pr imroses and cowsl ips to see the two forms, and in

August t ry to p ick some purp le loosest r i fe , which has three d i f fe rent forms of f lower whose

pecu l ia r marr iage sys tem Darwin s tud ied . Then you may care to read Darwin ’s books , The

re la t ionsh ip , f rom man’s defens ive used of language to h is es t rangement f rom his own

creat ive potent ia l and from the worker ’s loss of contro l over the product ive process to the

ind iv idua l ’s fee l ing of soc ia l or po l i t i ca l power lessness .
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JBS Haldane

‘ ‘You care for noth ing but shoot ing , dogs and ra t-ca tch ing , and you wi l l  be a d isgrace to

yourse l f and your fami ly , ’ ’  sa id Dr . Rober t Darwin , o f Shrewsbury , to h is son Char les , about

1 10 years ago. Cer ta in ly Char les showed l i t t le in teres t in Lat in and Greek, the on ly sub jec ts

taught h im at schoo l . He d id not do much bet ter as a medica l s tudent a t Ed inburgh. His

lectures bored him, but he began to f ind things out for himsel f . His f i rst scient i f ic paper, read

when he was 16 years o ld , conta ined the d iscovery that what had prev ious ly been ca l led the

eggs of Flust ra ,  an animal which forms incrustat ions on seaweed, could swim about , and were

rea l ly la rvae.

He had no l ik ing for a medical career, and when 19 years old was sent to Cambridge to

become a c lergyman. Once aga in he d id not care for lec tures , but showed great zea l in

col lect ing beet les. At 22 he lef t wi th a pass degree, and soon af terwards accepted an unpaid

post as natura l is t on H.M.S. Beagle , whose voyage round the wor ld las ted for f ive years . He

was, however , ab le to get ashore for weeks at a t ime espec ia l ly in South Amer ica . He

in teres ted h imsel f in geo logy and in co l lec t ing and descr ib ing h i ther to unknown an imals .

And what he was s tar ted h im th ink ing . He v is i ted is lands whose geo log ica l s t ruc ture

showed that the i r rocks had once formed par t o f the sea bot tom, and yet were inhab i ted by

an imals found nowhere e lse , though resembl ing those on the ne ighbour ing cont inent . On the

preva i l ing theor ies these an imals must have been spec ia l ly created . At that t ime most b io lo-
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Dif ferent Forms of Flowers on Plants of the Same Species .  In th is book he near ly d iscovered

what are now cal led Mendel ’s laws of heredi ty . His own exper iments on the inher i tance of the

f lower forms in the pr imrose agree wi th these laws. Unfor tunate ly h is modesty led h im to

inc lude wi th h is own some exper iments by a German botan is t ca l led Hi ldebrand, which had

cer ta in ly been car r ied out care less ly , and do not agree wi th Mendel ’s laws.

His las t book, pub l ished when he was 72 years o ld , was devoted to ear thworms, but he

had been studying them for at least 42 years. He points out that they are constant ly ra is ing

earth from below the surface, and may bring up a layer a foot deep in 60 years. This process

serves to bury large s tones and even bu i ld ings in the course of t ime. Among other exper i -

ments he d id a large number of in te l l igence tes ts on worms, f ind ing , for example , tha t they

pu l led t r iang lar p ieces of paper in to the i r bur rows by the sharpest ang le , but pa i rs o f p ine

need les by the b lunt end. He was conv inced that worms had in te l l igence.

Here he may have been biased by his genuine love of animals. He was fond of shoot ing

when young, but soon gave it up for observation, which demands as much skil l , and a lot more

pat ience. His son descr ibed an occas ion when he s tood so s t i l l  tha t some young squ i r re ls

apparently took him for a new kind of tree, and ran up his legs and back, while their anguished

mother barked at them f rom a rea l t ree .

In his scient i f ic work he was guided by two principles. He never forgot that everything has

a h is tory . For example , the so i l  o f Eng land has been made by ear thworms, and men have

been evo lved f rom animals . And he was a lways t ry ing to break down barr iers between groups

of l i v ing be ings which in our ord inary thought we regard as to ta l ly d is t inc t .  He devoted two

books to the movements of c l imbing p lants , and the even qu icker movement o f those which

catch insects . In these he po in ts out that many p lants have proper t ies which are usua l ly

thought to be pecu l ia r to an imals . In consequence he was not ashamed of mak ing what he

cal led ‘ ‘ foo l ’s exper iments, ’ ’ as when, af ter not ic ing that a plant responded to v ibrat ions of the

tab le , he made h is son p lay a bassoon to i t !

But i f  most of h is work was unor thodox he was fu l ly conversant wi th the ord inary theory

and prac t ice of zoo logy and botany . He was out to snow that the ex is t ing c lass i f i ca t ion was

art i f ic ia l , in the sense that there were no unchangeable l ines between species, and indeed that

var ie t ies , such as the bu l ldog or the Manx cat , were spec ies in the mak ing . But as a

pre l iminary to th is a t tack on accepted ideas , he devoted much of e ight years to descr ib ing

and c lass i fy ing, in s ix volumes, a l l the known species of l iv ing and foss i l barnac les . I t is no

use at tack ing a theory t i l l  you real ly understand i t , and your at tack is most successfu l i f you

apprec ia te i ts good points f rom actual exper ience, and so far as poss ib le preserve them when

f raming a new theory .

In 1837 Darwin began to make notes on the t ransmuta t ion of spec ies . By 1844 he had

wri t ten a sketch of his views, shown i t to col leagues, and asked for i t to be publ ished i f he

d ied . In 1858, four teen years la ter , A l f red Russe l Wal lace sent Darwin an essay conta in ing

many of the same v iews. Darwin proposed to pub l ished i t ,  and suppress h is own book.

However , Hooker , who had read Darwin ’s sketch , ins is ted that th is would be a ser ious loss

to science, and f inal ly Wal lace’s essay was read to the Linnaean Society in 1858 with extracts

f rom Darwin ’s unpubl ished book, and f rom a le t te r wr i t ten in 1857. Wal lace , who was as

magnanimous as Darwin , ent i re ly agreed to th is course , and there were none of the pet ty

squabbles about pr io r i ty which have occas iona l ly d isgraced sc ient is ts .

In 1859 The Or ig in of Spec ies was pub l ished. I ts argument fa l ls in to two par ts . On the

one hand ev idence is brought forward f rom the s tudy of foss i ls , o f geograph ica l d is t r ibu t ion ,

of embryology, and of vest ig ia l organs (such as man’s ear muscles or the remains of a dog’s

thumb) that ex is t ing an imals and p lants are descended f rom very d i f fe rent forms in the past .

On the other hand, the theory is put forward that the change has been mainly due to natural

se lect ion, or the preservat ion of favoured races in the st ruggle for l i fe . For example, wi th in a

spec ies some animals have th icker hai r than others . Such di f ferences are inher i ted . The th ick-

haired animals will survive better in a cold climate, so the species as a whole will tend to have

th icker ha i r .  The oppos i te wi th happen in a warm c l imate . S imi la r ly , p lants wi th an inher i ted

tendency to produce f lowers whose co lour and smel l a t t rac t bees wi l l  be more of ten fer t i l i zed

by them than p lants wi th unat t rac t ive f lowers , and there fore f lowers of many spec ies have

gradua l ly deve loped so that they now at t rac t bees .

To-day n inety-n ine b io log is ts in a hundred be l ieve in evo lu t ion , but a good many doubt

whether i t  can be ent i re ly exp la ined by natura l se lec t ion , though natura l se lec t ion is pre t ty

un iversa l ly admi t ted to have been one of i ts causes .

Of course , Darwin ’s theory was v io lent ly a t tacked by many people . B ishop Wi lber force

described it as an ‘ ‘utter ly rotten fabric of guess and speculat ion, ’ ’ and others used sti l l harsher

language. But the major i ty of b io log is ts , even when cr i t ica l , could not cope wi th the incredib le

mass of facts which Darwin had col lected in favour of his theory, and the detai l in which he

deal t wi th object ions to i t , especial ly in later edi t ions of the book. Hence he carr ied convict ion

where ear l ie r evo lu t ion is ts such as Lamarck had fa i led to do so. Darwin h imse l f ob jec ted to

cont roversy , but he found a number of very v igorous champions , espec ia l ly T .H. Hux ley . He

contented h imsel f wi th br ing ing forward fur ther ev idence in h is book on The Var ia t ion of

An imals and Plants under Domest ica t ion ,  and in deve lop ing h is theor ies , espec ia l ly on sexua l

se lec t ion , fur ther in The Descent o f Man .

I t was not t i l l the end of the nineteenth century that the weakest points in the theory of

natura l se lec t ion were d iscovered. Par t icu lar ly Darwin ’s theory of hered i ty was wrong. The

germ-ce l ls do not co l lec t cont r ibu t ions f rom the var ious organs of the body, as he be l ieved.

And var ia t ion is not so cont inuous as he of ten suggested . Evo lu t ion has not a lways taken

place in small steps. Thus the step from a coloured to a white flower may be taken in a single

jump wi thout in termedia tes . However , these cr i t i c isms do not d isprove e i ther evo lu t ion , or the

importance of natura l select ion. To-day a good many of the other object ions to Darwin ’s v iews

have been met . Darwin ’s theor ies must , I th ink , be modi f ied in many deta i ls , l i ke those of

Newton or Dalton, but I, at least, am one of those who regard them as one of the foundations

on which b io logy must be bu i l t .  As a resu l t o f accept ing Darwin ism, I th ink most b io log is ts

are now mater ia l i s ts , in the sense that they be l ieve that mat ter ex is ted before mind. Darwin ,

who was very caut ious , d id not go so far . He descr ibed h imse l f as an agnost ic .

As a resul t of Darwin’s work many people have come to bel ieve that our descendants wi l l

be much more per fec t than ourse lves , wi th less an imal charac ter is t ics . Others , because they

accepted Darwin ism, have been much more ready to app ly evo lu t ionary theor ies to soc ie ty ,

and to believe that the kind of organization which is best f i t ted for a people, for example, that

o f Eng land, changes wi th t ime. At one t ime, feuda l ism was the best poss ib le sys tem, la ter

on cap i ta l ism, whi le to-day soc ia l ism would be bet ter than cap i ta l ism. St i l l  o thers have used

Darwin ism (mistakenly , I th ink) to just i fy war and other bruta l k inds of compet i t ion. Darwin did
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He exp la ined which e lement is the le i tmot i f  o f l i te rary ar ts .

‘ ‘ . . .narrat ion of those themes which seem to be decent to both types of sense organs used

to gather in format ion and per form act ion , adherence to s tock not ions and prac t ices , e f fo r t to

ob l ige the la tent pass ion in man, demol i t ion of unwanted impediments , express ion of dormant

fee l ings , enhancement o f knowledge, asser t ion of se l f - respect e tc . . . . ’ ’

Sah i tyab ichar , 1934

( l i te rary cr i t i c ism)

As i f  knowledge based creat ion shou ld be de l ibera te ly const ruc ted ! A cer ta in amount o f

o i l  and sp ices shou ld be mixed in to i t  and then on ly l i te ra ture would become n ice emuls ion

l ike yummy dishes .

The cr i t i cs th ink that romant ic ism fades away i f lo ts o f ser ious and grave aspects are

d iscussed. Rajsekhar s tands out to be the concre te and def in i te pro tes t aga ins t i t .  There are

more of such instances in Bengal i l i terature. But i t real ly amazes when we consider how such

a knowledgeable grammar ian and somber persona l i ty l i ke Rajsekhar cou ld fee l ‘Kr ishnaka l i ’ ,

how he could rea l ize that by making faces or say ing ‘sh ’ the hero ine expresses a l l that she

wants to te l l .

In order to wr i te a nar ra t ive exact knowledge comes to be the f i rs t requ i rement . But he

confessed that he lacked that exact knowledge.

‘ ‘My experience is very l imited since have mixed with very few people in my li fe. I did not

see much of the rural society. At my workplace I mixed with people who are most ly business-

man or shop owners . ’ ’

– Sush i l  Roy, Manish i J ibankatha

( l i ves of great men) , page 166

Apar t he a lso confessed,

‘ ‘He is just an ordinary trader who sat isf ies only one type of customers or serves only the

usual provisions to the public. He is the supreme creator who got a unique taste and who can

make many customers fo l low h is own tas te . ’ ’

– Sahi tyer Par idh i

(per iphery of l i te ra ture) , Chalachch in ta

H is t imesHis t imesHis t imesHis t imesHis t imes

He has seen many changes in h is days . (Dur ing the Fi rs t Wor ld War Bakul La l ‘ar ranged to

del iver the same lot for f ive t imes, thus a handful of dust turned gold. ’ ) He witnessed several

soc io-economic upheava ls l ike two wor ld wars , r io t ,  par t i t ion and famine. He was the techno-

cra t-cum-bureaucra t-cum-manager of a b ig bus iness house for a lmost th i r ty years . But what

a sens ib le man he was! Such a great t rans format ion cou ld change h im very l i t t le . Because

he was a ca lm, qu ie t and wise arch i tec t o f the soc ie ty who concent ra ted on soc ia l re forms,

perce iv ing the changes.

‘ ‘Each of the matters transforms relent lessly. I t would not be the same as i t is today. But

in most o f the cases th is t rans format ion is very s low. That ’s why i t remains inconsp icuous . ’ ’

What type of t rans format ion he observed . . .

1 . Jus t l i ke Jh in tu watches the changes in h is aunts . ‘Sh ibamukhi Chimte ’ ( tongs wi th head

shaped l ike a fox head) . Jhintu ’s f r iend J i tu ’ s aunt te l ls her beads, prepares ‘borh i ’  (smal l

sun dr ied con ica l ba l ls made f rom p igeon-pea paste) , prepares ‘narhu ’ ( round shaped

not discuss the evolut ion of societ ies. But he made i t easier for others to do so. In fact , he

has had a very unset t l ing ef fect on thought , and made i t much harder to take a great many

cur rent ideas for granted , or to be l ieve a number of doct r ines which were thought to be

essent ia l to re l ig ion .

To sum up, Darwin specu la ted in the most dar ing manner . He was ext remely caut ious in

pub l ish ing h is specu la t ions and ext remely honest in weigh ing the arguments aga ins t them. But

h is mind was dominated by an immense respect for fac ts , and i t  is th is respect more than

any other charac ter is t ic which has g iven h im h is las t ing in f luence on human thought .

P A S

The In ter- re la t ion of Man and Woman in theThe In ter- re la t ion of Man and Woman in theThe In ter- re la t ion of Man and Woman in theThe In ter- re la t ion of Man and Woman in theThe In ter- re la t ion of Man and Woman in the

Wr i t ings of RajsekharWr i t ings of RajsekharWr i t ings of RajsekharWr i t ings of RajsekharWr i t ings of Rajsekhar

Basudev Mukhopadhyay

‘ ‘Hence my proper sel f is my ent i re l i fe . Not only my body pervaded through place and t ime,

my psyche and works are a lso incorporated in th is se l f .  I f I l ive for seventy years , then a l l

my phys ica l and psycho log ica l changes, a l l  the joys , sor rows, a f fec t ions and avers ions I

would exper ience, al l the good and bad deeds I would accompl ish would al l together const i tute

myse l f .  I t  wou ld be humi l ia t ing to name me as a mat ter ; I am a sequence of events go ing

on for seventy years. Apart i f any other sel f is ascr ibed for me then that would be transi tory,

par t ia l or uncor robora ted . ’ ’

– ‘ Ihaka l Paraka l ’

(L i fe Here and Here af te r )

Appra is ing Rajsekhar by segregat ing any component o f h is creat ion would be an in jus t ice to

h im. Hence we shou ld remember that whichever o f the e lements of h is creat ion come to our

cri t ical focus that is a part of a sequence. This sequence has its own ups and downs, diverse

sh i f ts : but we must say that somehow he constant ly ho lds on to the key tone. He has

exp la ined i t  in h is s tor ies , ar t ic les and le t te rs . What is th is key tone actua l ly?

Though he never denied his body pervaded through place and t ime and whi le going through

his writ ings it can be deciphered as equally important. Keeping in mind the place and time related

pos i t ion accord ing to the ph i losoph ica l t rea t ise of log ic he s ta tes that our re la t ion to the outer

wor ld is somet imes ana logous wi th t ime. As a resu l t o f the in terac t ions wi th th is fac tor h is

wr i t ings become a sor t o f ‘ep iphenomena’ . So i t is d i f f i cu l t  to prov ide ev idence of a par t icu lar

comple te and immacula te idea l f rom h is wr i t ings . Even then a key tone, which everywhere

appears to be immense ly s ign i f i cant in connect ion to the romant ic psyche of every great ar t is t ,

a lso ex is ts here in tense ly ; i t ’ s the pro found humanis t percept ion . He wants to learn , he a lso

wants to teach others since he is a scient ist , he is methodical , wise and scholar, and his sense

of reasoning and l imi ts are real ly amazing. Whenever some idea came to him he expressed that

in language, in articles or in stories. And in order to do this he created a humorous situation. And

everywhere he impl ic i t l y re ta ined some amazing but bo ld v iews.
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sweets made of coconut powder and jaggery) , ‘aamsat ta ’ ( th in sun dr ied mango cakes

made f rom r ipe mango ju ice) , and p ick les ber r ies . On the cont rary , Jh in tu ’ s aunt ie dresses

up and leaves for her o f f i ce in the midday and spends the morn ing , a f te rnoons and

even ings by read ing nove ls . Those are a lso on ly love s tor ies .

2 . Unmarr ied Saras i aunt ie re luc tant ly se lec ts widower Jog in Baru j je ,  the head Ass is tan t o f

her o f f i ce s ince she fa i led to p ick any husband of her cho ice though th is one is not

cu l tured, qu i te o ld and a heavy smoker . But f ind ing fau l ts is not passable any longer . Al l

the men are more or less d i r ty .

In this connect ion i t may be ment ioned that according to our previous not ion the women

in the fami ly have to handle the f i l th most ly and they have to spend more t ime wi th that

f i l th while nursing the kids so it is expected that their bodies would smell of dirt . But t ime

has changed and so an unmarr ied working woman says that al l the men are more or less

dir ty. But in his story ‘Jabal i ’ , Hindral ini has been ostract ized for being dir ty ( ‘ ‘Hindral in i got

used to unho ly prac t ices as she l ived in the ev i l  company of her husband. The re l ig ious

women of Ayodhyay twis t the i r l ips l ike sows on seeing her . Hindra l in i cannot bear i t any

more , today , a f te r the lunch she must be ta lk ing to her husband. ’ ’ )

3 . The main aspect o f th is t rans format ion is the evo lu t ion in human charac ter , the deve lop-

ment o f complex i ty . But Rajsekhar d id not show much concern about that . For h im both

male and female charac ters seem to be type charac ters . For ins tance, the guy deve lops

a fascination for more than one woman even though he got a wife and later he can realize

h is mis take . Rajsekhar cou ld not accept the la tes t changes of contemporary t imes, a l l  the

t ime he sneered at those. As in ‘Jashomat i ’  the o ld , lone ly , depressed bache lor Puran joy

cou ld not or d id not want to bef r iend Jashomat i .

4 . A change seems imminent as we f ind in ‘Dhustur imaya ’ , ‘ th is is not acceptab le . . .  th is

hackneyed concept o f negot ia t ion marr iage . . .  now on ly the age of consent has increased

and credent ia ls l i ke danc ing , s ing ing , M.A. and B.A. have been added to i t .

5 . Gradua l ly In course of t ime Rajsekhar confessed that . . .  ‘ ‘ then the background of Bengal i

soc ie ty changed gradua l ly consequent ly the backdrop of the s tor ies a lso chnaged. Use of

bombs, home ru le movement , boycot t movement he lped to expand the work per iphery of

men and women both , in terac t ions became eas ier . At las t there came the invocat ion f rom

farmers and workers , comradesh ip bus iness , Japanese ter ror , famine, r io t ,  homic ide , s laugh-

ter ing the count ry , f reedom, d isp lacement , abduct ion of women, Kal iyaga( the las t s tage of

creat ion) approach ing ann ih i la t ion , abo l i t ion of the fear o f pub l ic d isgrace, unres t r ic ted

c r i m e . ’ ’

(Ramdhaner Bai ragya, 1951)

RajsekharRa jsekharRa jsekharRa jsekharRa jsekhar  as an Ind iv idua l as an Ind iv idua l as an Ind iv idua l as an Ind iv idua l as an Ind iv idua l

Rajsekhar was for ty two when he star ted wr i t ing. Though not many in number, he kept wr i t ing

regu lar ly a f te rward . For a few years he s topped wr i t ing s tor ies and wrote essays . He created

‘ type ’ charac ters or representa t ive charac ters . These are no new creat ions , we f ind these

everyday around us . But there is a prob lem wi th these type charac ters . For example , in

‘Bhushundi r Mathe ’ ,  Shibu became a ghost a f te r death and h is wi fe Nr i tyaka l i too was reborn

in subsequent t imes and to re ta in the t rad i t iona l con juga l re la t ionsh ip wi th h im she became

a female ghost , ‘ ‘she bi t her tongue in shame on seeing him’ ’ . I t is a lso there in the story

‘Kash inather Janmantar ’ ( reb i r th o f Kash inath) . I t  g ives as cer ta in idea about type charac ter .

But when in ‘Ch ik i tsa Sankat ’ we f ind Miss Bipu la Mal l i ck cou ld d iagnose Nandababu ’s

disease, in order to cure him she marr ied him and became Mrs. Bipula Mitra . Since then Mrs.

Mi t ra ’ does not t reat any other pat ient except her husband’ and here we fee l l ike knowing a

few more th ings s ince we get puzz led .

1 . Is i t so that a person l ike Rajsekhar, a man with scient i f ic out look, act ively engaged in the

prac t ice of sc ience, cou ld not cast o f f rac ism and h is be l ie f in caste sys tem ul t imate ly?

Or he wished to ignore it since he hated it at his heart? Or the statement made by Kedar

Chat ter jee towards the end of ‘Swyambar ’ was on h is mind . . .  ‘B rahmin caste is the

super ior caste among a l l  castes , be i t ph i losophy poet ry or theory of love, a l l  come f rom

the Brahmin ’s head. ’

2 . Towards the end of his story wr i t ing phase Gokul Goswami in ‘Shashth i r Kr ipa’ feels proud

to be known as Brahmin and he cons iders the in ter-cas te marr iage as drowning of one ’s

bi r th as a human being. But towards the end of the story as soon as Gokul declares his

pride as a Brahmin, Meni remarks, ‘What a Brahmin, my fool! ’ with his hands on his behind

Goku lbabu fee ls a qu i te b ig ta i l  there !

3 . Seems he had such a b l ind spot that he found in ‘G i ta ’ ,  ‘here the a l l  t ime best austere

ascet ic pract ice has been descr ibed ’ .  But on severa l occas ions in h is s tor ies he made fun

of the exp lanat ions of Gi ta . Such an example fo l lows here . . .

In the s tory ‘ T i lo t tama’ ,  Ramdas Chanchu te l ls S iddh inath ,

‘ ‘ I  am also the Brahma. T i lo t tama, your c lassmates , your Vice Chance l lo r . . .  everyone

is the Brahma. Al l are the same, but a l l  appear to be d i f fe rent on ly by i l lus ive t r icks .

– You want to say that Ti lot tama and the old humpback maid of our house are same?

– Certa in ly ! A saint and a dishonest man are equal , the same ul t imate soul l ives in a l l . ’ ’

4 . The le t te r by Somnath Lah i r i  on read ing h is ‘Ja t i  Char i t ra ’ in Desh magaz ine is rea l ly

touching. In fact , th is Rajsekhar is qui te unfami l iar to us. Here he is the representat ive of

the el i te society who can even wri te, ‘ In f idel i ty is an inseparable part of woman’s freedom. ’

On the cont rary in h is ar t ic le ‘Sah i ty ikar Bra ta ’ he wrote , ‘ I r respect ive of h is ind iv idua l

po l i t i ca l v iews, a l l  the wr i te rs among us can take the ef fo r t to d iscard the i l lus ion , laz iness

and evil intentions with the help of their writ ings. Now no other vow seems greater than it . Let

a few f ight on po l i t i ca l issues, but humani ty and soc ia l v i r tues are greater than po l i t i cs . The

wri ters of our country should try to revoke the sense of social dut ies. We need many powerful

wr i te rs l ike Harr ie t Beecher Stowe and Dinabandhu Mi t ra who would succeed to mot iva te the

people aga ins t soc ia l v ices . ’

Did the apoli t ical Rajsekhar not real ize that it is impossible to inspire the people act against

soc ia l v ices wi thout ac t ive par t ic ipa t ion in po l i t i cs? Because those who want to keep in

force the social evi ls earned this power by using a certain brand of pol i t ics and by pol i t ics

on ly that cou ld be encountered .

5 . On the other hand, a per fec t ly urban person l ike Rajsekhar rea l ized that Nature has been

abandoned f rom the in te l lec tua l prac t ices of the Bengal i  and psycho logy took the re ign

instead. He could not obey th is feature of moderni ty and that is why he could wr i te such

a nice art ic le l ike ‘Nisargacharcha’ . Though this quotat ion is qui te length, we should tolerate

i t  judg ing i ts s ign i f i cance.

. . . the Bengal is are qui te indi f ferent to topics regarding the Nature, the love for Nature as
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seen in anc ient Ind ian and Western wr i t ings are not found in our wr i t ings . Many pre fer the

natural color, smel l and taste of food but the sweetmeat maker does not real ize that . Simi lar ly,

many s torywr i te rs do not th ink i t  necessary to not ice the natura l hea l thy tas te of genera l

readers . I t ’s not whol ly t rue that people hanker af ter perver t love, greed and romance and so

our narrat ives stock up on those items. If the story writer guides his pen according to his own

taste and he possesses that power of pen, then his taste is bound to get infused in al l . The

reader does not place any order for anything, he accepts i t as the latest t rend what he gets

f rom the author . . .  the reader cannot be sat is f ied on ly wi th d iscuss ions on prob lems and

theor ies , he expects a var ie ty o f emot ions . Bengal i  l i te ra ture is progress ing . The scope and

per iphery of peop le ’s work has expanded s ince the count ry got f reedom. Now the male

characters are not only sons of land owners, c lerks, wr i ters or painters , the female characters

are not on ly homely , not-so- l i te ra te daughters or housewives . The Bengal is are learn ing d i f -

ferent sciences, they are travel ing to near and far, even a few are going to explore the facts

beh ind the Nature . St i l l  we f ind that the pr inc ipa l fac tor o f our l i te ra ture is love . Here the

change is thus revealed that the love is no more in i ts natural form, i t has been added with

foreign color and smell in order to enhance its ‘appeal’ . Most of the foreign stories are also love

or ien ted but there are a lso many s tor ies wi thout the issue of love and enter ta in ing s tory- l i ke

l ight l i terary pieces and the reade enjoy those profoundly. But in our l i terature st i l l we do not

found such var ie t ies as in Western l i te ra ture . ’

He agreed that the main const i tuent o f l i te ra ture is love and in a larger sphere i t  is a

narrat ive centered on the inter-relat ion of man and woman. But i t is not the old story of love;

i t  got a new coat o f modern i ty . Parashuram too accepted i t .  Here the main purpose is

p leasure , the p leasure of en joy ing l i te ra ture .

But this type of pleasure should not harm the mental health, if it does so then it wil l spoil

the fun , the purpose would not be served.

6 . Somet imes h is wr i t ings cause our embarrassment . In ‘ Ja ihar i ’ s Zebra ’ he wrote . . . .

‘Actually your dog is at fault, why did he go to the stray bitch? He seems to have no taste

though he is a high pedigree dog. Many fools get enticed on seeing painted faced gir ls. Like

them Pr ince got charmed on see ing the p ink co lor o f the b i tch . ’  . . .

I t  is a b i t embarrass ing . Who are the women who stand on the road wi th pa in ted faces

to seduce the men? Is it so that Rajsekhar did not know how all human qualit ies can be spoilt

by f ie ry hunger?

Never the less , Rajsekhar be l ieves that lead ing a l i fe by conforming to the regu lar norms

of this society is only val id. In compliance to it he considers taking resort to the golden mean

of l i fe is bet ter . In an essay ca l led ‘Prar thana ’ he wr i tes . . .

‘ ‘The major i ty depend more on div ine forces whenever they get in to a cr is is . The i l l i terate

peop le take resor t to amule ts , lucky charms, ob la t ions of f i re , the l i te ra te ones pray to the

God. No need is felt to consider if the purpose is right or wrong before performing the chanting

or prayers to serve i t .  In o lden days the daco i ts used to of fe r prayers to the goddess Kal i

before hi t t ing the road. Occul t r i tes per formed to hypnot ize one or cause one’s death are st i l l

tak ing p lace . Those who f i le fa lse case aga ins t the i r opponent too pray to the God. The

student who wants to come f i rs t a t the examinat ion , the cand idate who wants to manage

a job by d isappo in t ing two thousand cand idates , the g i r l  who wants to seduce the new ICS

by defeat ing her compet i to rs , many of them pray to the God or take resor t to the d iv ine

powers. None of them are real ly bad; the prayers , ‘make me beaut i fu l , successfu l and famous’

seem to be qu i te natura l fo r the ord inary peop le . ’ ’

So we are expected to do everyth ing calculat ingly . The Bengal is do not know how to hold

on to thei r re l ig ion, how to make money or how to earn div ine bless ings but they know how

to love and they love ca lcu la t ing ly . As i t  is there in ‘Gamanush Jat i r Katha ’ . . .

‘ ‘Jagai babu said, ‘No more talks, marry Priyotosh’ . Hindol said, ‘ I t was he whom I loved but

he is so stup id ! Jagai babu sa id , ‘See, why should he want to marry you otherwise? One who

got the ph i losopher ’s s tone in h is s tomach can marry the most beaut i fu l woman in th is wor ld . ’ ’

The sub t le use o f words .The sub t le use o f words .The sub t le use o f words .The sub t le use o f words .The sub t le use o f words .

Is ‘Ka j ja l i ’  any a lchemy? In Chalant ika d ic t ionary the meaning of Ka j ja l i  is g iven as b lack

powder of mercury and sulphur . We get a more deta i led descr ip t ion of Kaj ja l i in ‘Nabyarasyani

V idya ’ by Acharya Prafu l la Chandra Roy. ‘Accord ing to Chakradut ta by gr ind ing equa l por t ions

of mercury and sulphur in a gr indstone a blackish dust l ike new matter comes out at f i rst . In

Ayurveda i t is ca l led ‘Ka j ja l i ’ . The stor ies of Parashuram, remind of ‘ka lyashya ’ or ‘ka lmash ’

or ‘k i lwish’ or gloomy image. But not only showing the image of darkness, Parashuram thought

o f the remedy to darkness a lso . ‘Ka j ja l i ’ is that medica t ion which wi l l  perhaps act as the

prevent ive of soc ia l ev i ls . Here i t  seems that Parashuram wants to a lchemize the re la t ion

between man and woman. He wants to color the pale st reams wi th heavenly splendor . (Gi ld ing

pa le s t reams wi th heaven ly a lchemy–Shakespeare) .

The History of alchemy is as old as the history of civil ization. In all ages in all civil izations

the renowned peop le worked on a lchemy somet imes urged by the greed of get t ing ph i loso-

pher’s stone, sometimes for gold or the panacea. Might be i t is not l ike that at al l . Might be

tak ing the name ‘Ka j ja l i ’ is another ins ign i f i cant issue l ike h is tak ing the name ‘Parashuram’ .

But what ’s the harm there in accept ing i t  as meaningfu l? Use of any favored word a lso has

many impl ica t ions .

The a lchemy of Parashuram is based on a very concre te foundat ion . I r respect ive of the

no-nonsense and unaf fec ted at t i tude, i t  is v ibrant and pu lsa t ing . Here is no space for bogus

fantasy and i l lusion. This real izat ion is direct , straight and there is no ambiguity in i t . In some

places he showed that our expectat ions are strange. What we can get or what we get is much

more va luab le ins tead. As for example , Ner i is much more accompl ished than the bet ter ha l f

whom ‘Kar t ik ’ wanted (Ratara t i ) .  S imi la ry , ‘Padmamadhu’ is much more at t rac t ive and accom-

pl ished than the wi fe whom ‘Keshto ’ wanted to marry . That is why urged by the ins t inc t for

preserv ing one ’s own spec ies ‘Keshto ’ ran wi th ‘Padmamadhu’ leav ing beh ind h is ‘new cu l tu re ’

formulated by him (Kachi Samsad) . Rajsekhar taught us that l i fe is much more meaningfu l and

substant ia l than these ch i ld ish cu l tu res . Th is l i fe accommodates ins t inc ts for se l f -defense and

preservat ion of spec ies . Our show of f bus iness is based on these ins t inc ts on ly . That ’s why

the heroes in most o f the cases re turn to the i r o ld f lames (Anandabai i ) .

There are many s ta tements in Rajsekhar ’s wr i t ings which are l ike ly to of fend the women.

Th is is qu i te natura l !  What more cou ld be expected f rom the feuda l backward soc ie ty o f the

time! Once Kedar Chattujje even said that fall ing in the trap of a beautiful woman and a tigress

are the same! Yet a few nar ra t ions rea l ly amaze us . For example , ‘Kr ishnaka l i ’ s f ind ing out

n ice mother- in- law and husband, ‘Jaba l i ’  suggest ing dancer ‘Ghr i tach i ’  so that she does not

break her wais t whi le danc ing on muddy p laces . Many such examples are there scat tered in
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his s tor ies .

Ra jsekhar , observed and pondered over h is sur round ings f rom an in te l lec tua l and unb iased

point of view. In the words of Rabindranath, ‘ ‘ I don’t know if he got an axe in his hands but

there is a fire inside him which destroys all the wastes of mind and brain. He knows all easily

and can nar ra te a l l  s imply . ’ ’ (A le t te r to Amol Hom in 1926.) Parashuram thought how to

eliminate the sorrows and distresses of the poor and oppressed of his society. He had no other

Kaj ja l i or magic pot ion near him except his knowledge. That ’s why by handl ing a page of his

own poet ry to h is gr iev ing granddaughter he can te l l  her , ‘Keep yourse l f  engaged in s tud ies ,

there is noth ing super io r than knowledge. ’  Parashuram is our Kaj ja l i ,  h is knowledge is our

K a j j a l i .

J a b a l iJ a b a l iJ a b a l iJ a b a l iJ a b a l i

The wr i t ings of sc ient is t Rajsekhar are c lass ica l and fu l l  o f a l lus ions . There might be many

reasons beh ind express ing and represent ing one ’s own ideas through mytho log ica l ta les . But

here i t  shou ld be not iced how sk i l l fu l l y he presented a per fec t s tory keep ing the human

re la t ions a l ive .

The obst ina te o ld sa in t Jaba l i  now l ives in ut te r economic cr is is . He was ra ther comfor t-

able in Ayodhya as he was favored by Ram but now Ram has gone to l ive in the jungle and

Ayodhya is in a chaot ic cond i t ion , so he suf fers f rom insecur i ty . He cou ld not conv ince Ram

to come back. He has been insulted by Ram. At last he decided that he would leave Ayodhya

and t rave l to the Himalayas . Jaba l i  pro fesses that he is an oppor tun is t ,  he acts as the

si tuat ion demands and he is neither a bel iever nor a non-bel iever but in real i ty he is not l ike

that . He does not bow h is head even amids t cr ises ; he does not sur render h is idea ls .

S imi la r charac ters can a lso be found in our contemporary soc ie ty . Rajsekhar h imsel f wro te

about Buno Ramnath in ‘ J iban Yat ra ’ . However , when the insu l ts , accusat ions and s lurs f rom

his immedia te soc ia l c i rc les crossed to lerab le l imi ts he adv ised h is wi fe that s tay ing in the

so l i tude of the Himalayas is bet ter than l iv ing in th is soc ie ty . The doc i le wi fe Hindra l in i

accepted the dec is ion . But there a lso nobody spared them. Even ‘ the boys who are doomed

to d ie ear ly , the underage imper t inent good- for-noth ing creatures ’  (ba lkh i lyagan) hur r ied ly came

to cr i t i c ize h im. Since he does not obey the Vedas ,  he does not ar range r i tua l is t ic ob la t ions

and does not respect the God, he should be punished. Sti l l Jabali remains rigid, he won’t move

an inch .

A new cr is is cropped up on another side. A rumor reached the ears of Devraj Indra, that

by do ing some sacr i f i c ia l r i tua ls Jaba l i  would win such a b less ing that Indra would poss ib ly

lose h is throne. So he sent dancer Ghr i tach i and many pa la tab le food to d is turb the r i tua ls

o f Jaba l i .  Jaba l i  cou ld unders tand a l l ,  he thanked Indra for the food, asked Ghr i tach i not to

take any more trouble and sent her back to convey Indra that he won’t do the r i tual . But al l

these fa i led to save h im. Jaba l i ,  such an uny ie ld ing person, had been forced to consume

poison. But to the last he returned from hel l and Brahma blessed him since he str ict ly adhered

to h is mora l pr inc ip les .

Such a person who never knew se l f -decept ion rea l ly impresses us . We f ind the indomi-

tab le Rajsekhar in th is Jaba l i .  We never suspect i f  there was any charac ter l i ke Jaba l i  in

real i ty . Because we know, that ’s the truth what you create’ . We are fami l iar with such poverty-

st r icken, tor tured Jabal i in our society and his s imple and human behaviour wi th Ghr i tachi , the

dancer o f the heaven, demands respect . We f ind that ch i ld less Hindra l in i in tense ly loves th is

wei rd husband le t i t  be out o f pre jud ice , respect or love . Such a Jaba l i  was the idea l o f

Rajsekhar . Parashuram showed how the hungry s tomach shapes our l i fe s ty le and in f luences

the human re la t ions . Amids t a l l  tha t man keeps a l ive a f lame of idea l ism.

How indomi tab le was Rajsekhar h imsel f? In the in t roduct ion to ‘Ba lmik i Ramayan ’ he

wrote . . .  .

‘ ‘The poet ’s composi t ion ends on a happy note. But his descr ipt ion of the judgment at f i re

d is turbs our taste . Af ter k i l l ing the Ravana, Ram summoned Si ta and refused her wi th haughty

words. He focuses on protect ing the honor of Ikhkhaku c lan and salvaging his lost image, he

never thought what would happen to Si ta . He did not hear anyth ing against Si ta t i l l  date but

he wants to forsake her before anyth ing happens. He suspects that S i ta has los t her char-

ac ter . We fee l that th is eccent r ic i ty o f Ram is qu i te un l ike of Ram. ’ ’

Freud ian Psycho logyFreud ian Psycho logyFreud ian Psycho logyFreud ian Psycho logyFreud ian Psycho logy

The younger bro ther Gi r indrasekhar was in contac t wi th Freud through le t te rs . Gi r indrasekhar

took an important ro le in int roducing Freud to the inte l lectuals of th is country . Rajsekhar knew

al l these. Apar t f rom that Freud was an in ternat ional ly famous personal i ty , so Rajsekhar would

have a respect for h im obv ious ly . But we do not f ind such overwhelming reverence in the

wr i t ings of Parashuram.

In the stor ies of Parashuram the men frequent ly refer to Freud whi le defending their extra-

mar i ta l a f fa i rs as i f  i t  resu l ts f rom the i r repressed des i res of the subconsc ious which creates

havoc rarely surfacing up on the conscious level . How is the indiv idual responsible for i t? And

that is why the wives pro tes t , ‘Damn Freud ’ .

The somber, conscient ious, dut i fu l person is tak ing help of di f ferent symbols where strange-

ness and amusement predominate . But why and how would he express these issues? He has

le t p ieces of h is mind f loa t perched somet imes on hobgobl in s tor ies , mytho log ica l s tor ies or

a story within a story as he fancied at the time of writing. And it seemed as if he was standing

apar t wi th a suppressed smi le suggest ing ‘Wel l ,  you see, I have made i t ! ’

F reud has main ta ined that the repressed des i res tend to come out defy ing the censor . In

case of def ic iency in growth and deve lopment o f the mouth , anus and gen i ta ls o f the ch i ld

the persona l i ty may suf fer f rom neuros is centered on these reg ions when i t comes of age.

Sexual urge is the driving force in the conduction of l i fe, the l ibido. In his story, ‘Rajbhog’ we

f ind the repulsive greediness of an old man centered on hunger-thirst and sexual urge. Yet we

would l ike to know whether Rajsekhar accepted th is psycho logy . Of course he d id not o ther-

wise he would not have wr i t ten . . .

A. ‘ ‘Whatever the disc ip les of Freud may hold, the pr imary urge of l iv ing being is hunger

and th i rs t . ’ ’  ( ‘N i ramishash i Bagh ’ , 1953)

B. ‘ ‘Never the less noth ing is imposs ib le for d isc ip les of Freud, they can sure ly come up

wi th an exp lanat ion based on ana lys is . ’ ’

( ‘N ikash i ta Hem’ , 1954)

Now le t us see what the charac ters of Parashuram’s s tor ies say in th is mat ter .

1 .  In ‘Koch isamsad’ the wr i te r speaks in the f i rs t person. . .

‘ ‘Tomtom and cymbals are r ing ing f rom al l  par ts o f the car r iage made of i ron and wood,

thrus ts o f the wheels and c lu t te r ing of the p is ton rods . . .  I am shak ing vehement ly in the
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Tandava posture ly ing on my back, Hamin Ast , Wa Hamin Ast ( I t is here, oh, i t is here! )

Is there any wicked serpent h idden beh ind th is beast ly imaginat ion (a l te rnat ive ly , poet ic

imaginat ion) , th is un jus t i f ied craze for the ra i lways ! I do not dare to ask Gi r in Bose. ’ ’

Why is the boldness to ask Girin Bose lacking? That is because Girin Bose has put forward

prec ise ly the explanat ion of ‘mind ’ in h is essay ‘Achal O Sachal Mon’ .  The Body is as i f

the machinery of the engine and mind is the motion of the engine. Gir in Bose is the direct

d isc ip le o f Freud hence i t  would not be prudent to cha l lenge h im d i rec t ly .

2 . In the very p iece Keshto says ‘Accord ing to Freud love is the p las ter o f c iv i l i za t ion on

b e s t i a l i t y ’ .

3 . In the same piece when the wife of the professional wanted to eavesdrop whi le Keshto and

Padmamadhu Bose ta lked to the nar ra tor to ld h is wi fe , ‘Your cur ios i ty in the mat ter

between others is not good. Do you know what is the in terpre ta t ion of Freud of th is

tendency . . . ’ As soon as the name of Freud was ut tered h is wi fe burs t out say ing ‘Don’ t

ment ion the wicked man’s name’ . Is that poss ib le? The wi fe of a midd le c lass fami ly

reveal ing her wrath on Freud having learnt his theory on sexual urge and related effor ts in

1929 in Calcut ta?

4 . In the same p iece of wr i t ing the pro fess iona l nar ra tor appears in the ro le of the psycho-

ana lys t hav ing approved Freud ’s theory and says ,

‘ I  have shown precedent f rom psychology to af f i rm that he has no reason to be ashamed

of . There was another mind concea led beh ind Keshto ’s mind so long which and a quake

there in made h im p lay the ape. ’

5 . In that case what would be the Freud ian exp lanat ion of p la ton ic love? In tens ive arguments

took p lace on the mat ter in ‘N ikash i ta hem’ .

‘P inak i Sarbangya sa id , ‘Do you know what p la ton ic love is l i ke? I t is the ext remely

c lose mutua l a t tachment between two hear ts wi th no t race of grossness . . .  as Chandidas

has sa id , ‘Love wi th the washer-woman is tes ted go ld wi th no t race of sexua l pass ion . ’

Ja t ish sa id , ‘That is the s ta tement o f Chandidas h imse l f ,  there is no tang ib le ev idence of

how the relat ion actual ly was. General ly the ment ion of love refers to the pr imal desire for

sexual intercourse. Platonic love or love for the washer-woman is nothing but a type of the

same just as the giant ch i l l i  f rom the hi l ls has no hotness but has s l ight smel l of ch i l l i .

Lal i t said, ‘ I understand. Just as no feeding of the poor or the Bengalis is complete without

a sl ight smel l of f ish, no love, common or Platonic , can be there wi thout a trace of lust .

The tested gold of Chandidas is not pure gold; there is at least one sixteenth part of al loy

in i t .

6 . In numerous s tor ies woman seek to become men and men seek to become women and

Parashuram exper iments wi th them purpose ly but s t range ly enough he has not accepted

the onus of judg ing over the mat ter or ar r iv ing at some conc lus ion .

Bernard Shaw held two th ings to be the cont r ibu t ion of bourgeo ise c iv i l i za t ion . . .  one of

them is gun powder and the other is romant ic love. This is why no form of modern love can

be found in our c lass ica l Sanskr i t  l i te ra ture . Rajeskhar too admi t ted th is . So he wrote in the

preface of h is t rans la t ion of Meghdoot . ‘ ‘Tastes of the present wi l l  not be in harmony of the

days of yore. Ancient poets did not usual ly dist inguish between love and lust and that is why

the i r compos i t ions seemed to be af fec ted wi th obscen i ty . But there is not much d i f fe rence

between anc ient and modern wr i te rs in the apprec ia t ion of sent iment expressed in wr i t ings ,

on ly the modes of express ion are d i f fe rent . ’

In fact Rajsekhar knows i t wel l that the ent i re mat ter is a fash ion. Whenever a t rend or

fash ion emerges i ts impact would reach th is count ry and the young peop le would dance and

caper wi th the same. He has admi t ted that love is the mains tay of l i te rary works wr i t ten in

prose or the in ter- re la t ion between man and woman in a more extens ive sphere . But th is is

not the hackneyed tale of love of the olden t imes, ‘ the marr ied and l ived happi ly ’ stuf f of the

days bygone, t in t o f modern i ty is c lear ly mani fes ted here . Parashuram too has accepted th is

and having the fun of i t , tast ing the joy of i t , is the main object ive. Having the pleasure is

the bas ic goa l o f l i te ra ture but these shou ld be noth ing that causes impai rment o f hea l th , i t

wou ld then spo i l  the fun and act aga ins t the ob jec t ive , aga ins t the very apprec ia t ion .

In his words ‘Modern Bengal i wr i ters have come to real ize that sex appeal is the essence

of good story . Th is is actua l ly the eterna l emot ion of love, sex pass ion . But formula is very

much t r i te , wi thout var ie ty and the s t rong pungent aroma has faded out . So appropr ia te

changes have been made and i t is now known as sex appeal . Ti l l now no Bengal i wr i ter has

been able to ut i l ize i t fu l ly . ’

(Ramdhaner Bai ragya) P A S
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A b s t r a c tA b s t r a c tA b s t r a c tA b s t r a c tA b s t r a c t

Water resources are abso lu te ly essent ia l fo r susta in ing a l l  fo rms of l i fe , food product ion ,

economic deve lopment , and for genera l wel l -be ing . The access to water is a bas ic human

r igh t , as because water is a soc ia l and cu l tu ra l goods, not mere ly an economic commodi ty .

Globa l consumpt ion of water is doubl ing every 20 years , more than twice the ra te of human

populat ion growth. Ind ia has the h ighest vo lume of annual groundwater ext ract ion in the wor ld ,
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and in most par ts of i t , groundwater ext ract ion is twice the rate of the annual recharge. The

growth in water consumpt ion is h ighest in the agr icu l tu ra l and indust r ia l areas , where the

resources to buy water are read i ly ava i lab le wi th r ich farmers and indust r ia l i s ts . Potent ia l

human r igh t issues can ar ise f rom lack of safe water . Const ruc t ion of dams can lead to

imbalances in the ecosys tems and degradat ion of the qua l i ty o f human l i fe , spec ia l ly the

l ivel ihood of the local tr ibal populat ions. To solve the growing water cr is is, one of the possible

so lu t ions that has been proposed and has been implemented is pr iva t iza t ion of water , which

in ef fec t leads to t reatment o f water as a commodi ty . Increase in water consumpt ion wi l l  be

sat is f ied through the market dynamics of ten at the cost o f the poor who cannot a f fo rd the

increased water tar i f fs . Pr iva t iza t ion can a lso favour bu lk water expor ts , which wi l l  have

d isas t rous eco log ica l and env i ronmenta l consequences . Water pr ic ing and pr iva t iza t ion wi l l

inev i tab ly increase the pr ice of the major crops and vegetab les a l l  around the wor ld , which ,

in turn , can adverse ly a f fec t food secur i ty , which is another impor tant human r igh t issue in

the th i rd wor ld . Communi ty based water management po l ic ies such as ra inwater harvest ing ,

check dam const ruc t ion , susta inab le watershed management , in tegra ted r iver bas in manage-

ment and i r r iga t ion ef f ic iency can be susta inab le so lu t ions of water cr is is , which a lso can

respect the human r igh t issues as wel l .

1 .  In t roduc t ion In t roduc t ion In t roduc t ion In t roduc t ion In t roduc t ion

There are three phases of human c iv i l i za t ion , namely , agr icu l tu ra l ,  indust r ia l and in format ion

techno logy based g loba l ized c iv i l i za t ion . In a l l  the above ment ioned phases man has become

an agent that has modi f ied h is immedia te env i ronment which g ives h im phys ica l sus tenance

and af fords h im the oppor tun i ty for in te l lec tua l ,  mora l ,  soc ia l and sp i r i tua l growth . S ince

anc ient age, man has deve loped the capac i ty to modi fy the face of the ear th . Dur ing the

course of evo lu t ion of the human race, c iv i l i za t ion has t rans formed the env i ronment in count-

less ways and on an unprecedented sca le . Use of f i re , domest ica t ion of an imals and ear ly

agr icu l tura l pract ices are the major s teps to modi fy the al ready ex is t ing condi t ions. Dur ing last

two centur ies , the human soc ie ty has t remendous ly used energy , raw mater ia ls , marg ina l ized

peop le and t ranspor t commodi t ies over huge d is tances and genera ted enormous amount o f

wastes ––  most ly hazardous, cu lminat ing in the dest ruc t ion of the equ i l ib r ium of the env i ron-

ment . Env i ronmenta l degradat ion has ra ised the uncomfor tab le quest ions about the concept

o f deve lopment i tse l f .  So far as the pro tec t ion of nature is concerned, there is a lways a

ph i losoph ica l conf l i c t between the deve loped and deve lop ing nat ions . The deve loped wor ld

s t resses more on the pro tec t ion of nature , whi le the deve lop ing wor ld emphas izes more on

soc ia l jus t ice . Deve lopment has increased consumer ism in a smal l sec t ion of the soc ie ty , but

as expected , i t  has degraded and dep le ted natura l resources .

Water is a compound whose mater ia l const i tu t ion becomes secondary to i ts symbol ic

value because of its reflection in our mind as a symbol of life. The access to water is a basic

human r igh t , as because water is a soc ia l and cu l tu ra l good, not mere ly an economic com-

modi ty . The hydro log ica l cyc le of the g lobe can be re fer red to as water democracy , because

i t is a sys tem of d is t r ibu t ing water for a l l  the l iv ing be ings . Prov id ing water is abso lu te ly

essent ia l fo r a count ry ’s deve lopment ob jec t ives wi th job creat ion , food secur i ty , GDP growth

and soc ia l goa ls inc lud ing pover ty reduct ion (UNESCO, 2009) . Desp i te s ign i f i cant progress of

human soc ie ty , water re la ted prob lems are cont inuous ly a f fec t ing the soc ia l in f ras t ruc tures and

jeopard iz ing the product iv i ty o f the soc ie ty . A substant ia l propor t ion of i l l  hea l th in Ind ia can

be at t r ibu ted to lack of safe dr ink ing water , poor san i ta t ion and hyg iene prac t ices . In 2002,

the Wor ld Heal th Organ iza t ion est imated that 1 . 1 b i l l ion peop le ( 17% of the g loba l popu la t ion)

lacked access to safe water resources , and 2.6 b i l l ion people (42% of the g loba l popula t ion)

lacked access to improved san i ta t ion , which is the pr imary cause of water contaminat ion and

waterborne d iseases (WHO, 2004). Changed consumpt ion pat terns and unsusta inab le manage-

ment pol ic ies of our society are cont inuously leading us towards a pol luted and water st ressed

w o r l d .

2 . G loba l  wa te r s t ress ,  consumpt ion pa t te rns and human r igh tsG loba l  wa te r s t ress ,  consumpt ion pa t te rns and human r igh tsG loba l  wa te r s t ress ,  consumpt ion pa t te rns and human r igh tsG loba l  wa te r s t ress ,  consumpt ion pa t te rns and human r igh tsG loba l  wa te r s t ress ,  consumpt ion pa t te rns and human r igh ts

Globa l consumpt ion of water is doubl ing every 20 years , more than twice the ra te of human

popula t ion growth . At present more than one b i l l ion peop le on ear th lack access to f resh

drinking water. By the year 2025 the demand for freshwater is expected to r ise to 56% above

what current ly avai lable water can del iver, i f current trends persist (Barlow, 2003). Many of the

wor ld ’s major indust r ies are high ly water in tens ive. In many areas, agr icu l ture is a lso i r r igat ion

in tens ive . Such i r r iga t ions need a huge amount o f water . Ind ia has the h ighest vo lume of

annual groundwater ext rac t ion in the wor ld , and in most par ts of i t ,  groundwater ext rac t ion is

tw ice the ra te of annual recharge (Bar low, 2003). In teres t ing ly , the annual average ra in fa l l  in

India is 4000 bill ion cubic meters, but the annual water requirement of India is only 450 bill ion

cubic meters (Rao, 1995) . St i l l  the count ry is p lagued by env i ronmenta l issues such as water

po l lu t ion f rom raw sewage and runof f o f agr icu l tu ra l pest ic ides , water cr is is and unequal

d is t r ibut ion problems, which, in turn, is making the whole s i tuat ion paradoxical (Sharma, 2005).

The concept o f bas ic water requ i rement (BWR) was proposed by the governments of

d i f fe rent count r ies , water agenc ies and communi ty organ iza t ions , which can re f lec t the human

r igh ts issues centered on th is impor tant resource . The concept re fers to the amount o f water

that an ind iv idua l would need dai ly to fu l f i l l  the i r four bas ic domest ic needs: dr ink ing, san i ta-

t ion , bath ing and cook ing . Var ious leve ls o f BWR have been suggested by the Wor ld Bank,

WHO, USAID, the UN based on the ob jec t ives of bet te rment for the fundamenta l hea l th

cond i t ions of ind iv idua ls and assumpt ions of techno logy cho ices made at modest leve ls o f

economic development . Est imates of the BWR range f rom 20 - 50 l i t res per day, independent

o f c l imate , techno logy and cu l tu re (Gle ick , 1999) .

A region where renewable f resh water avai lab i l i ty is below 1700 cubic meters/capi ta/annum

is a ‘water s t ress ’ reg ion , and one where ava i lab i l i t y fa l ls be low 1000 cubic meters/cap i ta/

annum is termed as water scarce reg ion (Falkenmark 1992) . The annual per capi ta ava i lab i l i ty

of renewable freshwater in India has reduced from around 5,277 cubic meters in 1955 to 2,464

cubic meters in 1990. Consider ing the pro jected increase in populat ion by the year 2025, the

per capita avai labi l i ty is l ikely to drop to below 1,000 cubic meters and India wi l l face severe

water scarc i ty (The Energy and Resources Ins t i tu te , 1993) .

Potent ia l human r ight issues can ar ise f rom lack of safe water . For example , env i ronmen-

ta l re fugees of ten cann ’ t get proper access to safe water and san i ta t ion . Lack of access to

safe water in the v ic in i ty o f the home can af fec t the hea l th and educat ion of women and

ch i ld ren (WHO, 2000). Many ch i ld ren usua l ly car ry water f rom dis tant sources ra ther than

going to school, which impairs their r ight to an education. Most of the women and gir l chi ldren

in Rajasthan, Ind ia spend a cons iderab le amount of t ime of the i r l i fe for co l lec t ing water . On
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an average, a rural woman walks more than 14000 km./year for searching and col lect ing water

(Sh iva , 2005) . In the remote rura l areas of Rajas than, men genera l ly migra te to urban areas

in search of work because the chances of agr icu l tu ra l prosper i ty are min imum in those water

scarce regions. Women spend most of their t ime in col lect ing water, and l i t t le t ime is general ly

left for other productive works (Shiva, 2005).  On the other hand, the story is just the reverse

for the developed areas of the wor ld . The r ichest par ts of the wor ld , main ly the industr ia l ized

nat ions , accounts for 86% of consumpt ion of a l l  goods inc lud ing water . Nor th Amer icans use

1 ,280 cub ic meters of water/person/year ; Europeans use 694; south Amer icans use 311 ;

whereas in As ia and Af r ica , the f igures are 535 and 186 respect ive ly (UNESCO, 2009) .

3 . Wate r economy and human r igh tsWate r economy and human r igh tsWate r economy and human r igh tsWate r economy and human r igh tsWate r economy and human r igh ts

Civ i l izat ion is becoming more and more dependent on i r r igated land for growing food.  Scarc i ty

o f f resh water a f fec ts the food secur i ty issues . In water s t ressed areas , par t icu lar ly in the

t rop ics , the FAO est imated that temperature r ise because of g loba l warming can increase

evapot ransp i ra t ion which can increase sa l in i ty in the so i l  and water . The reduct ion of the

overal l avai labi l i ty of water for i r r igat ion would l imi t the possibi l i ty to extend ir r igated areas for

agriculture in future. In addit ion to the water scarcity on arid lands, sal ini ty wil l also affect soi l

product iv i ty adversely (Parry et .a l . 2007).  The intens i ty of groundwater use, par t ly encouraged

by subs id ized rura l e lec t r i f i ca t ion , has led to the emergence of many groundwater-dependent

economies , which are cur rent ly fac ing ser ious threats f rom aqui fe r dep le t ion and po l lu t ion

re la ted prob lems (UNESCO, 2009).

The concepts of water footpr ints and vi r tual water are of ten used to descr ibe the relat ions

between water management , in ternat iona l t rade and po l ic ies . Water footpr in t is def ined as the

to ta l vo lume of f resh water used for product ion of goods and serv ices consumed by the

ind iv idua l or communi ty . On the other hand, v i r tua l water is re fer red to the amount o f water

used for the product ion of goods or serv ices, and is a too l for determin ing the movement of

water through in ternat iona l t rade. Water main ly a loca l issue, a l though i t becomes a reg iona l

issue where r ivers or lakes cross nat iona l boundar ies . I t  is the v i r tua l water that ac tua l ly

makes i t  a g loba l issue in terms of product ion and consumpt ion . Count r ies wi th water shor t-

ages can impor t water- in tens ive goods and serv ices , whi le water-abundant count r ies can

increase the economic s t rength by us ing the cr is is (UNESCO, 2009) .

The d imin ish ing qua l i ty o f water supp l ies , water tax , pr iva t iza t ion and s t r ic t env i ronmenta l

e f f luent s tandards are compel l ing indust r ies to increase the i r water e f f i c iency . Indust r ia l water

product iv i ty is a genera l ind ica tor o f e f f i c iency and per formance in water use. In emerg ing

market economies indust r ia l demand for water is r is ing wi th rap id growth in manufac tur ing

output , so water use ef f ic iency shou ld be increased accord ing ly to main ta in the equ i l ib r ium

(UNESCO, 2009).

4. Wate r po l lu t ion and human r igh ts Wate r po l lu t ion and human r igh ts Wate r po l lu t ion and human r igh ts Wate r po l lu t ion and human r igh ts Wate r po l lu t ion and human r igh ts

Vulnerab i l i t y to po l lu t ion is genera l ly l inked to an aqu i fe r ’s access ib i l i t y . Sha l low aqu i fe rs

genera l ly suf fer f rom agrochemica ls , domest ic and indust r ia l waste po l lu t ion . Major water

po l lu tants inc lude microbes ( l i ke in tes t ina l pathogens and v i ruses) , nut r ien ts ( l i ke phosphates

and n i t ra tes) , heavy meta ls and meta l lo ids ( l i ke arsen ic , lead, mercury) , organ ic chemica ls

( l i ke DDT, lubr icants , indust r ia l so lvents) , o i l ,  sed iments and heat . V i r tua l ly a l l  indust r ia l and

goods-produc ing act iv i t ies genera te po l lu tants as unwanted by-products . Heavy meta ls can

contaminate the aqu i fe r and subsequent ly can b ioaccumula te in the t issues of humans and

other organisms. For example, more than 100 mi l l ion people are l iv ing in the arsenic af fected

distr ic ts of India and Bangladesh. 9 distr ic ts out of 19 in West Bengal , 78 blocks and around

3150 v i l lages are af fec ted wi th arsen ic-contaminated groundwater (Chakrabor t i  e t .  a l .  2002) .

The use of arsen ic contaminated groundwater for i r r iga t ion purpose in crop f ie lds subsequent ly

t ransmi ts arsen ic in the food cha ins (Meharg and Rahman, 2003) .

      Mercury and lead f rom indust r ia l ac t iv i t ies , min ing and landf i l l  leachates a lso af fec t

human hea l th . In Japan, mercury tox ic i ty caused minamata d isease which k i l led and impai red

severa l thousand peop le . Minamata d isease is a po ison ing d isease of cent ra l nervous sys tem

deve loped among the inhab i tan ts who rout ine ly had large quant i t ies of f ishes and she l l f i shes

in which methy lmercury compound had been absorbed d i rec t ly through the g i l l s or through the

in tes t ina l t rac ts or been accumula ted at h igh concent ra t ions by food cha ins af te r d ischarge

f rom chemica l p lant to the sea and r ivers (Min is t ry o f Env i ronment , Govt . o f Japan, 2006) .

      Groundwater sys tems are very vu lnerab le f reshwater resources and prone to contami-

nat ion. Pol lutants can take years to reach the aqui fers, but , once i t reaches the water source,

i t is very dif f icul t and cost ly to remove the pol lutants. More than 80% of sewage in developing

count r ies is d ischarged wi thout proper t reatment which can po l lu te the r iver sys tems, lakes

and coasta l water bod ies (UNESCO, 2009) .

      These examples can re f lec t tha t human r igh ts issues concern ing safe water access

r igh ts are cont inuous ly a f fec ted in modern deve lopmenta l scenar io . A smal l sec t ion of the

soc ie ty is v io la t ing the ru les and the whole c iv i l i za t ion is pay ing the cost .

5 . Dams cons t ruc t ion and human r igh tsDams cons t ruc t ion and human r igh tsDams cons t ruc t ion and human r igh tsDams cons t ruc t ion and human r igh tsDams cons t ruc t ion and human r igh ts

The d isp lacement caused by large sca le i r r iga t ion and hydro-pro jec ts has drawn cons iderab le

at ten t ion in recent years . Numerous s tud ies have a lso been conducted on reset t lement and

rehab i l i ta t ion of d isp laced persons and of the impacts of d isp lacement on income, s tandards

of l iv ing and physical and emot ional heal th (e.g. , Thukral 1992, McCul ly 1997). I t emerges that

la rge dams are the s ing le largest cause of d isp lacement in Ind ia s ince independence.

Large sca le defores ta t ion for dams and cana ls can lead to imbalances in the ecosystems.

Fo l lowing the const ruc t ion of dams, the aquat ic l i fe is genera l ly severe ly a f fec ted . Changes

in water veloc i ty , water chemist ry , temperature and turb id i ty d is turb the f ree passage of f ishes.

Weeds of ten spread in i r r igat ion reservo i rs . These, in turn , can spread diseases among human

beings and cat t les . Const ruc t ions of dams on many r ivers make them l i fe less ; can reduce the

f low as wel l  (Sh iva , 2003) . Thus, the r ivers become incapab le of wi ths tand ing the increas ing

pol lut ion load. As most of the civ i l izat ions depend on the r ivers for their socia l , bio logical and

economic benef i ts , i t  can lead to degradat ion of the qua l i ty o f human l i fe . So i l  eros ion and

degradat ion is another s ign i f i cant e f fec t caused by dam const ruc t ion , main ly because of water

logging and sal in i ty . Dams are usual ly const ructed in remote forest and hi l l  areas where most

o f the ind igenous and t r iba l peop le l ive . These act iv i t ies can eminent ly a f fec t the l ive l ihood

of the t r iba l popula t ion . The sudden in f lux of modern technolog ies , dest ruc t ion and modi f ica t ion

of the natura l sys tems and the u l t imate d isp lacement and reset t lement can cause soc ia l ,

cu l tu ra l and economic co l lapse in the ind igenous communi t ies (Sh iva , 2003) .

Another shor tcoming of es t imat ing dam-re la ted d isp lacement is that on ly reservo i r d is-
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placement is genera l ly taken in to account by the government of f ic ia ls . Large dam pro jec ts can

d isp lace peop le in a number of ways inc lud ing due to assoc ia ted cana l const ruc t ion , down-

st ream impacts , t rea tment o f catchment area, compensatory af fo res ta t ion , secondary d is-

p lacement s t ra teg ies and due to re la ted conservat ion schemes l ike sanctuar ies and nat iona l

parks estab l ishment . When a l l  the fac tors are cons idered for eva luat ion , i t  can lead to much

larger f igures of d isp lacement . Est imates of d isp lacement a lso fa i l  to cons ider the ef fec t o f

the r ise in water level as the reservoir begins to si l t up. As a result of the submergence are

be ing larger than or ig ina l ly es t imated, la rger numbers of peop le are d isp laced than prev ious

est imat ions . Fur ther , peop le reset t led on the edges of the reservo i r may be forced to move

repeatedly as the water r ises to submerge the new set t lements.  A review by the World Bank

pub l ished that on an average, 13,000 people is d isp laced for each new dam const ruc t ion in

modern scenar io (Cernea, 1996) . By th is es t imate , more than 39 mi l l ion peop le have been

disp laced so far due to const ruc t ion of over 3000 large dams. So, the est imates of on ly 2

mil l ion people in India t i l l 1990 have been displaced by al l dams shown by the off ic ial reports

are vast ly inaccura te (Gle ick , 1999) . Even when such surveys are conducted , many charac-

ter is t ics o f these surveys lead us to quest ion government f igures . I t  has been noted that

pro jec t author i t ies of ten prov ide lower d isp lacement f igures than might ac tua l ly be the case

in proposal documents , so as to show a favourable cost benef i t ra t io to the funding author i ty

and thus ensure c learance for the pro jec t (McCul ly , 1997; Cernea, 1996) .

6.  Wate r p r i va t i za t ion and Human r igh ts Wate r p r i va t i za t ion and Human r igh ts Wate r p r i va t i za t ion and Human r igh ts Wate r p r i va t i za t ion and Human r igh ts Wate r p r i va t i za t ion and Human r igh ts

In Ind ia , changes in the economy have been made wi th the l ibera l iza t ion , pr iva t iza t ion and

g loba l iza t ion of a lmost every aspect . Whi le th is process began in 1991 in sectors l ike power ,

i t  has gradua l ly expanded in the water sector in recent t imes. To so lve the growing water

cr is is , one of the poss ib le so lu t ions that has been proposed and has been implemented is

pr iva t iza t ion of water , which in ef fec t leads to t reatment o f water as a commodi ty . The

ideo log ica l cho ice of t rea t ing water as an economic goods or a ‘cashab le resource ’ is based

on the asser t ion that market is the pr inc ipa l mechan ism to regu la te the f low of goods . But ,

i t  should be remembered that under fundamenta l r ights in the Const i tu t ion of Ind ia , Ar t ic le 21

ent i t led ‘protect ion of l i fe and personal l iber ty ’ states: ‘no person shal l be depr ived of his l i fe

or persona l l iber ty except accord ing to procedure estab l ished by law’ (Gol , 1986: 7) . In v iew

of the scope of th is r igh t , env i ronmenta l and eco log ica l damage of water resources are

regarded as amount ing to vio lat ion of Art ic le 21. Further , ‘ the ent i t lement of c i t izens to receive

safe dr inking water (potable water) is part of the r ight to l i fe under Art ic le 21 ’ (Sinha, 2001).

The admin is t ra t ions are consc ious ly over look ing the complex i t ies of the water manage-

ment sys tems that are deep ly in tegra ted in the soc ia l ,  po l i t i ca l and economica l s t ruc tures . On

the other hand, water has become b ig bus iness for g loba l corpora t ions . I t  has l imi t less

markets in the changing scenar io of growing water demand and water scarc i ty . Numerous case

studies around the wor ld h igh l ight the other i l ls of water pr ivat izat ion such as poor qual i ty of

water , unsusta inab le water min ing and lack of t ransparency and accountab i l i t y (UNESCO,

2009). The pr ivat izat ion of water has a l ready happened in severa l developed count r ies and is

be ing pushed in many deve lop ing count r ies through s t ruc tura l ad jus tment po l ic ies (Bar low,

2003) . Water pr iva t iza t ion wi l l  invar iab ly increase the pr ice of th is common proper ty resource

because there are h idden costs invo lved in water co l lec t ion , pur i f i ca t ion and d is t r ibu t ion . The

corpora t ions wi l l  recover the i r cos ts by exp lo i t ing the consumers . I t  has been argued that

pr iva t iza t ion wi l l  he lp to reduce unsusta inab le water use and wi l l  promote water conservat ion .

But the market dynamics wi l l  inev i tab ly a f fec t the economica l ly weaker c lass of the soc ie ty

who cannot a f fo rd the increased water tar i f fs (Bar low, 2003) .

Another poss ib le threat o f water pr iva t iza t ion is the unsusta inab le water ex t rac t ion by the

water corpora t ions for max imiz ing pro f i ts and subsequent dest ruc t ion of water bod ies and

aqui fers . Corporat ions in search of prof i ts can compromise on water qual i ty in order to reduce

costs . Th is is espec ia l ly re levant in Ind ia , where the water qua l i ty regu la tory boards do not

have the ef f ic iency to enforce the i r s tandards . There have been numerous examples of

outbreak of ep idemics because of poor water qua l i ty management and regu la t ions (WHO,

2004).

Ind iscr iminate min ing of groundwater by a mul t inat iona l sof t dr ink g iant in Andhra Pradesh,

Tami lnadu and Kera la has resu l ted severe threats to the loca l water resources . They are

ext rac t ing 1 mi l l ion l i te r o f groundwater per day which is dest roy ing the ba lance of the loca l

ecosys tems and human soc ie t ies . Many wel ls are dr ied up and a lso become contaminated

(wi th excess ive ca lc ium and magnes ium) in the ad jo in ing areas of the sof t dr ink bot t l ing

fac tory in Kera la . The company ’s usage of agr icu l tu ra l land for non-agr icu l tu ra l purposes is

a lso quest ionable. A study of Wor ld Wi ld l i fe Federat ion in 2001 showed that the bot t led water

indust r ies use 1 .5 mi l l ion tons of p las t ic every year , and af ter d isposa l , these bot t les re lease

tox ic chemicals in the envi ronment (Bar low, 2003). In India , the dr ink ing water and sof t dr ink

industr ies have been shown to have high pest ic ide levels in their products. In 2003, the New

Delh i ,  Ind ia based Cent re for Sc ience and Env i ronment showed that some of the sof t dr inks

that were be ing so ld in Ind ia conta ined l indane, DDT, mala th ion and other dead ly pest ic ides

which can cause cancer and can affect the immune systems (Cri t ic ism of Coca Cola, Wikipedia).

Pr ivat izat ion can also favour bulk water expor ts as contro l over water is t ransferred f rom local

communi t ies to g loba l corpora t ions , which wi l l  have d isas t rous eco log ica l and env i ronmenta l

consequences . Many crops and vegetab les need huge amount o f water for the i r growth and

product ion. For example, in India , product ion of 1 kg. of Basmat i r ice requi res 4200 l i ters of

water , for long durat ion coarse r ice i t is 2500 l i ters and for wheat the amount is 700 l i ters

(Sh iva , 2003) . Water pr ic ing and pr iva t iza t ion wi l l  inev i tab ly increase the pr ice of the major

crops and vegetables al l around the wor ld , which, in turn, can adversely af fect another human

r ight issue of food secur i ty . Whi le government management o f water resources is par t ly

responsib le for the water cr is is we face today, pr ivat izat ion wi l l at best compound the problem.

7 . Conc lus ionConc lus ionConc lus ionConc lus ionConc lus ion

The water footpr in t o f humani ty has exceeded susta inab le leve ls a t severa l p laces and is

unequa l ly d is t r ibu ted among peop le . Good in format ion about water footpr in ts o f communi t ies

and businesses wi l l  he lp to understand how we can achieve a more susta inable and equi tab le

use of fresh water. Reducing the water footprint is the need of the hour, just l ike reducing the

carbon footpr in t ,  to ensure our env i ronmenta l ,  economic and soc ia l secur i ty .

Communi ty based water management po l ic ies such as ra inwater harvest ing , check dam

const ruc t ion , sus ta inab le watershed management , in tegra ted r iver bas in management and

i r r iga t ion ef f ic iency are far bet ter and susta inab le a l te rnat ives to water pr iva t iza t ion . These

act ions also can respect the human r ights as wel l and should be implemented in large scales
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(Agarwal and Nara in , 1997) .

The meaningfu l implementa t ion of susta inab le deve lopment can now be fur ther advanced

to he lp l ink soc ia l deve lopment and human r ights aspects of susta inab le deve lopment wi th the

env i ronment , as wel l  as ensur ing economic wel l  be ing through the benef i ts that adequate

suppl ies of water can prov ide. I t is absolute ly essent ia l for us to secure the r ight for sav ing

water resources and env i ronment in genera l .  Though a lo t o f regu la t ions , ac ts and laws have

been enacted here and there, but i t is more impor tant to ra ise the genera l awareness of the

common peop le about the i r bas ic r igh ts . Then on ly the peop le wi l l  come to unders tand how

the i r r igh ts are be ing v io la ted . Knowledge about deve lopment and env i ronment is not enough,

ra ther the upsurge of the common peop le and push ing the pr inc ip les of human r igh ts are

ext remely impor tant .
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Alo Bhat tacharya

A poet is a poet throughout his l i fe. He may continue his wri t ing upto his end or may decide

on a sudden that he wi l l  wr i te no more as he has noth ing new to say . There may be

quant i ta t ive or qua l i ta t ive changes in h is wr i t ing . His poems may ga in new l i fe , new d imen-

sions or may not as he may go on repeat ing himself . I t depends. But i f a poet turns himself

in to a def ferent ind iv idua l accord ing to the need of t ime and began to respond and react to

the soc ia l happenings through h is poet ry then he becomes a commi t ted ind iv idua l and a poet

also. Now we have to determine his place he deserves in the history of l i terature as a changed

ar t is t .  Thus he demands spec ia l a t ten t ion . Manibhushan Bhat tacharya is th is type of poet .

H is f i rs t book was pub l ished in 1962, May wi th the poems wr i t ten in la te 1950s. He is

marked as a poet of 1960s. So l ike the poets of his t ime and age he had the nat ional and

internat ional events and pol i t ica l happenings in his background. About 50 years ago before his

t ime the Marx is t theory of d ia lect ica l mater ia l ism reached i ts culminat ing point in the Bolshevik

Revo lu t ion and af ter that the Sta l in-era , the de-Sta l in iza t ion programme, Rise of Communis t

China and later Vietnam war; al l were indicat ing towards a new trend. In India as i ts react ion

a Communis t Par ty was formed and the young genera t ion of Benga l o f tha t t ime was in f lu-

enced more or less by the Student Federa t ion of the und iv ided Communis t Par ty . But the

fasc ism main ly in Germany and I ta ly before the I I Wor ld war and the in f luence of Capi ta l is t

America were almost paral le l t rends. Al l these worked in making a modern Indian mind in that

decade but react ion var ied accord ing to temperament . Manibhushan was at tached to the

Student Federa t ion so far h is le f t  or ien ta t ion permi t ted h im f rom his co l lege l i fe . I t  was the

progress ive organ iza t ion in f luenced by the Sov ie t Russ ia which assured a dream of equa l i ty ,

a c lass- less soc ie ty where each ind iv idua l wi l l  be awarded wi th the i r jus t dues . Those who

bel ieved in the bas ic human r igh ts Manibhushan was among them. Keeping th is in mind he

was then t ry ing on ly to be a good poet , was concerned wi th the un ique techn ique and was

experiment ing with the novelt ies in dict ion. His poems were being publ ished from ’58-’59 in the
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journa ls l ike Par ichaya ,  Desh or Kabi ta Pat r ika of Buddhadev Basu and others . His prof ic iency

promised h im the most cher ished fame and prosper i ty in fu ture . His connect ions wi th Kolka ta

was only to attend classes in the Calcutta University yet he was a renowned poet by this time.

A poet who had a long way to go and to choose which way to go! Part icular ly the art ists of

the 60’s in Bengal were s t i l l  go ing through the burn ing sensat ion of the Par t i t ion of the i r

homeland; be ing uprooted and thrown in to uncer ta in ty as re fugees, i t  sense of insecur i ty wi th

a b leed ing wound of cutmark wi th in the i r hear t ,  the creat ive persona l i t ies were more sens i t i ve

at that t ime than common man because they who could and st i l l can only feel the agony and

ecstasy of creat ion and thus were d is turbed what wi l l  be the i r s tand ! ‘Ar t for Ar t ’s Sake ’ is

a very al lur ing theme at the same t ime confusing phrase for an art is t who thought themselves

depr ived of the desi red recogni t ion. Wi th the r ise of Soviet Union and the success of Marx is t

theory in i ts f i rs t phase natural ly the American bloc was act ive and si lent ly spreading i ts spel l

o f i l lus ion in var ious enchant ing ways which was apparent ly innocent , a l l  over the wor ld . The

th i rd wor ld count r ies l ike Ind ia who was d issat is f ied f rom many s ides was i t ’ s easy target .

The cu l tu ra l f ron t was how much per turbed became c lear when wi th the coming of the

Amer ican poet A l len Ginoberg in 1962 Kolka ta became f ro thed up wi th h im. The theory of

complete f reedom of an ar t is t created inc i tement that an ar t is t is only an ar t is t to create ar t ;

no obl igat ion or commit tment to anybody and he is ent i t led to lead an extravagant l i fe . A few

l ines f rom the diary of Ginsberg wi l l c lear the theory : ‘November ’62- ‘ ‘Night at the burning

ghat-25 np. two tr iangle paper packets of ganja at Nimtala St. pipe shop. . . . - A body burning

in the first ash pit-pile of wood and the head slowly bubbling up around mouth and nose-cheeks

b lackened wi th sheets of f lame c lasp ing the vo lume of the face-sp l i t t ing , and p ink undersk in

s izz l ing open –– Sat on the bench and watched f ive minutes , –– s tar ing at the head- feet

pa in ted red s t ick ing out the other end of the wood st ruc ture bed. ’ ’

Th is ph i losophy of l i fe , th is type of l i v ing wi l l  end your sou l in a decomposed rubb ish ,

use less for the wel fare of mank ind ; that Manibhushan rea l ised af te r ta lk ing wi th Ginsberg in

the Coffee House in Kolkata in ’62. Ti l l then he was not sure of his exact role in a society

as an individual but l ike some others he was never thought of himself to be the hero of Albert

Camus’s ‘Outs ider ’ .  The ph i losophy of Ginsberg may su i t a cap i ta l is t count ry but not a

deve lop ing count ry l i ke Ind ia which had a l ready become a dr ied re fuse be ing exp lo i ted as a

co lony for years . Now Manibhushan rea l ised that th is se l f -wi l led Bohemian l i fe s ty le wi l l  throw

him towards noth ingness; i t wi l l not sui t h is temperament and wi l l not assure him that per fec-

t ion in creat ion which he is searching for . He cut of f his relat ions with the urban intel lectuals

o f h is t ime cent red round Kolka ta and th is ex i le gave h im the repose to prepare h imse l f by

extens ive read ing and th ink ing . In 1963 dur ing the Indo-China war the commerc ia l magaz ine .

‘Desh’ was publ ishing a ser ies of art ic les on the ‘Freedom of an art is t ’ . Manibhushan disagreed

wi th them on cer ta in points and stopped wr i t ing in ‘Desh’ for ever s ince then and decided to

wr i te on ly in l i t t le magaz ines . He never c lamoured for pub l ish ing h is wr i t ings or make them

a source of earning. He took a long gap before publishing his next book ‘ë×ÂÈßÂF úõÇõþÏ’ in May
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Dur ing the Naxal i te Movement in India which had star ted in ’67-68 had a c lass character

which made many to re th ink about the i r soc ia l ex is tences and dut ies . I t  had per turbed

Manibhushan and thus f rom the las t e leven poems main ly o f th is book he began to change

himself . He is now not only a promising poet with new dimension in his work but a committed

ind iv idua l a lso . Th is except ion s ing led h im out .

The po l i t i ca l s i tua t ion in Ind ia and that o f Bengal in the ’70s was unprecedented in i ts

h is tory and Manibhushan who is go ing to take a turn in h is forms and techniques became a

representat ive of that phase in Indian his tory . Pol i t ics ref lected in his poems as he deal t wi th

the raw real i ty and current af fa i rs mingled wi th poet ic f lavour but he was not going to be a

par t isn poet . He wrote f rom h is consc ience tak ing fu l l  l iber ty o f be ing a f ree human be ing

commi t ted to h is mother land and to h is oppressed count ry men. There is a lways a r isk that

aesthet ic appeal of poetry may suf fer i f i t becomes a pol i t ica l poem. Let us see how far he

was t ry ing to be a po l i t i ca l ly consc ious at a t ime a sens i t i ve and suscept ib le poet f rom h is

book ë×ÂÈßÂF úõÇõþÏ of which only few poems are selected here for discussion.

‘úSnÂóË•Âõþ ›¶¿îÂ’ if it is the name of a poem it indicates that the poet is referring to his

enemies but the theme of the poem clar i fy that h is enemies are c lass-enemies. Ear l ier in h is

poem Î|íÏüËäÂîÂòîÂ± of this book his class consciousness and the exploitation that happens in

a c lass-d iv ided soc ie ty is c lear ly re fer red :

‘‘÷ý±æòÏ ßÂ±õþõ±Ëõþ õþ±¿S ò±Ë÷,
ü÷¢¶ Õ=Âù ¿âËõþ Îò±ËéÂõþ îÂ±hÂ±ûþ öÂõþ±
›¶BåÃi§ Âó±õþð ÎæËá ÝËêÂ¼’’

The poem ends wi th the l ine descr ib ing a teen-age boy wi th a broken s la te and in rags

‘‘Âó±Ëûþõþ ÷±¿ùßÂ Ü ÎåËùéÂ±ý× ÛßÂ÷±S æ±Ëò
÷±òÅËøõþ ðÅõþ™L ÕöÂ±õ¼’’

Now in his writ ings the poet declares that he is fully aware that who are the exploiters and

in any case he is not go ing to make any soc ia l compromise wi th them.

‘‘ÎôÂ±éÂ±Ëõ± ý±æ±õþ ôÅÂù ýûþËîÂ± ÷õþËí
ë×ÂËŒÂ ÂóËhÂ û±ý× ¿ßÂc ñ¿õþò± äÂõþËí¼’’

 He wil l go on writ ing poems like thousand flowers and if his opponents cause him death

for this he wil l never surrender. He is as if in the batt lef ield of Mahamaya and Mahisasur and

is  alert to resist the asur at any t ime with arms may the asur be the American imperial ism.

He dares to announce ‘õõÇËõþõþ ñ±ûÇ ßÂËõþ Âóð±â±îÂ ßÂ¿õþ’ bold and arrogant but lyrical and emotional

in the next l ines

‘ü/îÂ ü÷ûþ ýËù ü±áËõþ û±õ±õþ
äÂËù ÎûËîÂ ÎûËîÂ ôÅÂù ÎôÂ±éÂ±õ Õ±õ±õþ¼’

The reader has to admit after a jolt that he is after al l a poet. His uncompromising poems

wi l l  cer ta in ly have the i r e f fec t on them as he is dea l ing wi th t ru th and a lso wi th leave

ever las t ing t ranqu i l i t y on readers .

In his poem ‘¦¤±ñÏòîÂ±’ Manibhushan starts with the line

‘ÕËòßÂ ôÅÂù ÎîÂ± ÎôÂ±éÂ±Ëò± Îý±Ëù± Ûý× õ±á±Ëò
Ûõ±õþ ¿ßÂåÅ öÅÂù ßÂËõþ±, ÷±S± öÅÂù õ±ò±ò öÅÂù
ë×ÂËŒÂ±Âó±ŒÂ± úsËöÂËãÃ, äÂ•ÅÂúÓù
                          ôÅÂù õ±á±Ëò¼’
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ar t is t ,  when he fee ls ignored provoke h im, o f fe r h im lucra t ive ways to have easy success ,

fame, recogn i t ion , pub l ic i ty , money, prosper i ty , luxur ious fore ign tours , a t t rac t ive pub l ica t ion

of his books all those of which he had been deprived so far. He will swallow the offers of which

there is always a hanker ing, and be trapped, consciously or unconsciously , in the process and

automat ica l ly he wi l l  change in to a compromis ing ar t is t wi thout knowing the fac t that thus he

had los t h is f reedom, he cannot even create ‘Ar t for ar t ’s sake ’ as a f ree ar t is t .  A l l  these

happened to Manibhushan from the very f i rst ( in ’62-’63) when he has publ ished his f i rst book

(wi th borrowed money) but wi thout the expected resul ts ; of fers and provocat ion came and went

away. His convic t ion helped him to remain stable real is ing that no word ly benef i ts awai ts h im;

he had chosen the path of the lone traveller with an umbrella on his head which is full of holes.

Some progress ive and concerned ar t is ts s tar ted the i r journey bes ide h im but he knows

that one day being deprived they wi l l change their roles in the midway; ei ther wi l l turn to the

oppos i te s ide or wi l l  t ry to main ta in both ro les and wi l l  be pre tent ious or more dangerous ly

somet imes become secre t suppor ters of react ionary forces . Lack of ideo logy wi l l  make them

confused. These confused in te l lec tua ls are more harmfu l for the soc ie ty .

The prob lem star ts when af ter the pr imary s t rugg le you expect some re turns but you are

depr ived . Those who are en joy ing popu lar i ty creat ing meaning less l i te ra ture (which somet imes

degrades the s tandard of Bengal i  l i te ra ture) yet be ing pra ised as successfu l creators d is turbs

you to become impat ien t and to change your ro le . Your s tarva t ion becomes your weakness

and thus you can be a fence-s i t te r ,  can make a doub le s tandard . His tory have these k inds

of examples of which this poet is fully aware which he indicates in his poem ‘ý¿õøÉ’ 
‘‘ë×ÂòÅò æ;Ëù¿ò îÂ±ý× ý×¿ùúöÂ±æ±õþ áËgÂ
ùÉ±æ ôÅÂ¿ùËûþ äÂËù ÎáËå Âó±Ëúõþ õ±¿hÂËîÂ¼’’

He exp la ins th is type of t reachery through a metaphor . He knows the so lu t ion is a se l f

training and to have a conviction in life, thus he will go on doing his work following a restrained

and composed l i fe s ty le be ing und is turbed wi th the outer provocat ions . He knows the pr imary

ga iners are not permanent ga iners . When a bar ren per iod comes we become busy wi th the

vaccum-f i l lers forget t ing that we are passing through an age of mediocre. He is convinced that

man is unpred ic tab le and new genera t ion wi l l  come and create new h is tory . The t ime eterna l

is the judge to dec ide who wi l l  be the owner of the v ic tory stand of mankind.

In his poem ‘›¶îÂ±õþí±õþ ¿õõþnËXÂ’ he claims that the root cause of all problems is the unfair

production and unequal distribution of food products in a class divided society. ‘‘÷Å¿M• ¦¤BåÃ
ë×ÂÈÂó±ðËò’’ If from childhood one can get proper food no problem arise as it arose from the age

of Mahabharat in case of Dronacharya ’ s ch i ld Aswathama who had r icke t as he was depr ived

of mi lk as i t is st i l l  done nowadays. The fa l l of Bast i l le For t by the hungry mass of France

in 1789 also was caused by inequal i ty in social structure; i t can happen in any country of the

wor ld except in a c lass- less soc ie ty .

Th is inequa l i ty is expressed in the poet ’s unexpected a l legor ica l express ion

‘‘ðÅ¿éÂ ÷ù±ËéÂõþ ÷ËñÉ •ÅÂËð ßÂ±Ëù±
             ü±¿õþõXÂ ¿ÂóÒÂóËhÂõþ ¿öÂîÂËõþ
ü÷ Õ±ûþîÂò æÅËhÂ Âóõþ¦óõþ Âó±ú ¿ôÂËõþ ÎæËá ÝËêÂ Õü¿ýø•ÃÅ
                    õÅXÂ Ý õènéÂ±ü¼’’

He has wr i t ten ear l ie r many poems wi th ly r ica l e f fec ts and sooth ing music . But now he

will do deliberate ‘wrong’ as a protest and that will be äÂ•ÅÂúÓù or not easy to accept by the actual

wrong-doers . The root o f h is anger and gr ievance comes out in next l ines :

‘‘ü±îÂäÂ¿ùvËúõþ ¿úõþÏøäÂ±õþ±õþ öÂ±ãÃ± ëÂ±Ëù qßÂËò± Âó±îÂ±õþ Õ±hÂ±ù ÎïËßÂ
    ¿êÂßÂ îÂàòý× Îá±÷îÂÏõþ æËùõþ ë×ÂÂóõþ ¿îÂò¿éÂ ßÂù±ûþ
      æûþ¿üÑËýõþ ý+ð¿ÂóGÂ-ßÂ±éÂ± åÅ¿õþõþ ôÂù±ûþ
                                  äÂÒ±ð ë×ÂêÂËù±–’’

With the usage of the word ‘ü±îÂäÂ¿ùvú’ he reminds us of the intensity of his pain of the

Par t i t ion of Benga l and the so ca l led Independence –– a s tabbed Independence. He compares

this image with the stabbed heart of Jaysinha in the drama ‘¿õüæÇò’ by Tagore. He feels that

par t icu lar pa in in h imse l f .  The agony takes a v isua l image wi th the r ise of a severed moon

which shines on the sharpness of the kni fe against the dry and broken skele ton of a shi r ish

tree. (A piece of poetry which bleeds before our eyes. How can he l ive a smooth l i fe with the

haunting memory of it which has caused the rai lway platforms to be fi l led up with the homeless

half naked human bones, helplessly ly ing with scanty belongings –– no where to go. After 200

years of co lon ia l exp lo i ta t ion and af te r so many b loodshed of common peop le is th is the

Freedom which we are longing for! Is this a freedom which these people are enti t led. The poet

wi l l  never forg ive the consp i ra tors who had d iv ided h is homeland, and had brought d isgrace

to humani ty . The i r po l i t i ca l t r icks have created th is ‘have nots ’ c lass and se lec ted ‘haves ’ .

Now they wi l l  go on watch ing the s i tua t ion as the o ld crane does wi th ha l f c losed eyes

stand ing and observ ing worms and insects before eat ing . Th is po l i t i ca l ly consc ious fars igh ted

poet poet ica l ly presents h is thoughts exp la in ing the fac t in few l ines which a po l i t i ca l leader

t r ies to exp la in through long speeches. He has taken h is s tand and appeal ing other poet not

to waste t ime in subject ivism but oppose in stern words the misery of his country and country-

men and prepare readers to accept i t . This is not the t ime to think about ‘Art for arts sake’

but use art as your weapon to make your mother land free of danger. He repeats these words

aga in in the end of the poem, do wrongs to make yourse l f r igh t

‘‘ÕËòßÂ ôÅÂù ÎîÂ± ÎôÂ±éÂ±Ëò± Îý±Ëù± Ûý× õ±á±Ëò
     Ûõ±õþ ¿ßÂåÅ öÅÂù ßÂËõþ±
     åKð öÅÂù ÕïÇöÅÂù• ÷éÂßÂ±Ëò± ¦¤±ð ús&¿ùõþ
            ð±ÂóéÂ ¿òËûþ ë×ÂÂóËhÂ ÎôÂËù±
     Õ±á±å± Õ±õþ ßÂÒ±éÂ± á±Ëåõþ ¿õÂó#òßÂ ÷Óù õ±á±Ëò¼’’

by uproot ing the use less weeds and pr ick ly shrubs wi th your power fu l hands make the

count ry a rea l garden. You, the poets and ar t is ts are the creators . By the use of the word

‘ë×ÂÂóËhÂ ÎôÂËù±’ he is verbally going against the state power. If he is accusing directly those who

are responsible for the misery of the mass he is taking the risk of being marked as an ‘uneasy’

poet whose d i rec t and p ierc ing words are cha l lenges for the power fu ls and h is sp i r i ted ap-

proach wi l l  someday in f luence the peop le to res is t .

So the poet ry o f Manibhushan has taken a dangerous turn which is unsafe for many so

isolate him and ‘ ‘k i l l h im by si lence’ ’ . This is a planned old technique to si lent a just person

who has become a cause of anx ie ty . Less pub l ic i ty and less pub l ica t ion wi l l  d ishear ten an
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Thus the eterna l h is tory of mank ind pro tes ts to a l l  these indecent , unho ly prac t ices

through th is two h is tor ica l charac ters of two d i f fe rent t ime, p lace , temperament . The s laughter

Bru tus and the non-v io len t Buddha both show the i r d isapprova l by the i r impat ien t movements

meaning h is tory wi l l  never pardon th is decept ion aga ins t which th is poet is wr i t ing . He sees

the whole history of mankind at a t ime and his poems are the proof of his power to see the

local pet ty happenings in a big span, space and t ime and wisely and ef f ic ient ly he mixes the

thought process of East and West with a phi losophical out look of l i fe. Thus his protests comes

to the so lu t ion .

‘‘¦¤õþ+Âó¿ü¿XÂõþ æòÉ Z±¿eßÂ ¿òûþË÷
             ÷±ËçÂ ÷±ËçÂ ¿ýÑü±õþ Õ±|ûþ ¿òËîÂ ýËõ¼’’

The dia lec t ica l process through armed revo lu t ion against the explo t iers wi l l  end the explo i-

tat ion and wi l l create the new history of c lassless society . The poet indicates that i t must be

done to save the majority, the privileged selected fews must be opposed. The poet of ‘ßÂËûþßÂ¿éÂ
ßÂF¦¤õþ’ has find out the right path which he explains in the title poem of his ‘ë×ÂÈßÂF úõÇõþÏ’ ‘ü±õþ±¿ðò
¿åù±÷ üýËæ’ he was at first thinking in superstructural level but he is a committed poet thinking

about structural base now as a concerned person and spends sleepless nights. ‘Ûàò õþæòÏ Õ±Ëü
õþËi¤˜+ õþËi¤˜+ ¿õðÅÉÈ äÂ÷ßÂ±ûþ’–he is worried for the effect of international politics on his motherland.

Imper ia l is t powers are advanc ing l ike hungry wolves to gu lp down the th i rd wor ld count r ies .

In ruthless passion and poetry he describes the situation ‘‘üÓûÇ±™¦ ñøÇí ßÂËõþ ¿õäÓÂíÇ ¿úqõþ ¿âùÅ åhÂ±ûþ’’¼
At the same t ime he is insp i red by the people ’s movement in the Vietnam War as they can

pro tec t themselves by at tack ing and res is t ing the imper ia l powers .

‘‘äÂ±õþ Âó±ý±ËhÂõþ àÒ±Ëæ õþM•Ë¦Ú±îÂ ìÅÂËßÂ ÂóËhÂ
          õþ±¿Sõþ õ±¿íæÉ ¿âËõþ ÎòË÷ Õ±Ëü ñü¼’’

By using the word ‘ñü’  he can see the fall of four solid rocks like fendalism, capitalism,

compradore-bourgeo is ie and imper ia l ism in fu ture , inev i tab ly . They are the obstac les of natura l

growth of product ion. But the spir i ted blood streams of people enters thei r base and weakened

them. He laments that the to i l ing mass be ing armed had s tar ted the c lass-s t rugg le but they

have not cons idered h im as co-par tner due to h is c lass pos i t ion . He b lames h imsel f as

w o r t h l e s s .

‘‘Õ•Â÷ Õ±÷±ËßÂ ÎôÂËù åÅËéÂ Îáù ý±ËîÂ ¿òËûþ éÂ±¿/ Ý ÷ú±ù
¿ðá™L ¿õú±ù ñÄõ¿ò ù±ù
Îü õ±¿éÂËîÂ Õi§Âó±ò Îü õ±¿éÂËîÂ ûLaí±õþ üÅõþ±Âó±ò ßÂ¿õþ
          æ;Ëù û±ý× ë×ÂÈßÂF úõÇõþÏ¼’’

Whether the mass movement wi l l  be successfu l to end exp lo ta t ion that wi l l  be dec ided in

fu ture . But a romant ic poet is now t rans formed in to a peop le ’s poet shar ing the same pa in ,

same anx ie ty wi th them that is the pos i t i ve s ide of th is unusua l poet .

Manibhushan wi l l  be more matured in h is next book wi th a s t rong sp i r i ted ph i losophy of

life. His next book ‘á±gÂÏòáËõþ õþ±¿S’ will be discussed later with more expectations from him;

expecta t ions because once an ind iv idua l turns away f rom consumer ism consc ious ly he rare ly

makes h imsel f a commodi ty .

(Manibhushan appeared in Bengal i l i terature in ’62 with poems which wi l l at t ract any poetry

lover. As ‘Õ±÷õþ± ÛàËò± Õ±¿å Õ±Ëù± Õ±õþ Õ±ßÂ±Ëúõþ ÎðËú’ •ßÂËûþßÂ¿éÂ ßÂF¦¤õþ—
Or ‘‘ügÂÉ±õþ Î̂ÌÂóðÏ ¿ðËù± ÂóÒ±äÂ ý±ËîÂ ÂóÒ±äÂ ¿à¿ù Âó±ò

ÂóÒ±äÂ¿éÂ Æúúõ ¦¤Ãó® âÅËõþ ÛËù± Âó±õþÏ Ý ýÑßÂÑÛ¼’’ •õËhÂ±¿ðËòõþ åÅ¿éÂËîÂ—
O r ôÅÂéÂÂó±ËîÂ ÎôÂ±ËéÂ ßÔÂø•ÃäÓÂhÂ±õþ ¿ðò

õÒ±ßÂ±Ëò± Îõþ±Ëðõþ Îõþà±¿éÂ ü±æ±Ëò± âËõþ
ÎßÂ õËù úýËõþ qñÅý× æÏ¿õßÂ±, Ùí

Õ÷õþ±õîÂÏÝ ÎîÂ±÷±õþ ßÂF¦¤Ëõþ¼’’ •™¦õ—
In th is count ry where major i ty o f the popu la t ion is pover ty s t r icken the ar t is t ,  the poets

the most sens ib le and sens i t i ve sect ion of the in te l lec tua ls can not be unaware of i ts cause

but few dares to ra ise the i r f ingers d i rec t ly to the exp lo i te rs because they don ’ t want to .

Manibhushan ignor ing h is se l f in teres t shat terd h is romant ic image and became outspo-

ken, sarcast ic and angry in h is presenta t ion . He doesn ’ t exempts h is own ro le as a se l f i sh

hypocr i te midd le c lass in te l lec tua l oppor tun is t in th is c lass d iv ided soc ie ty who is nur tured by

th is semi- feuda l semi-co lon ia l count ry ’s fa lsehood. But h is readers know that i t  was he who

injected a new f low of l i fe and posit ive healthy spir i t in the body of Bengal i poetry which had

a chance to become hackneyed, b lood less , nagg ing wi th sub jec t iv ism and use less for soc ie ty

and s ick wi th morb id i ty . Thus i t ’ s t rend was d isas t rous for the next genera t ions . Manibhushan

fol lowed a new l ine by which his poems became a razor ’s edge to cut through one’s soul to

make h im consc ious . Tru th re f lec ted as i t  was in h is wr i t ings thus h is creat ions are the

documents of a par t icu lar per iod in Ind ia ’s soc ia l ,  economic and po l i t i ca l h is tory which was

par t icu lar by a dis turbed per iod. But he s imul taneously went on exper iment ing wi th h is medium

sincere ly and honest ly and has proved that insp i te o f h is ph i losophy he is a poet to be

r e m e m b e r e d .

Source :Source :Source :Source :Source :

ßÂËûþßÂ¿éÂ ßÂF¦¤õþ •1962— Out of print
ë×ÂÈßÂF úõÇõþÏ •1971— Out of print
Î|‡Â ßÂ¿õîÂ± •2007— Publisher-Dey’s Publishing, Kolkata.
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coasta l area , a huge gather ing of peop le was observed for recreat ion . Jus t a f te r the ear th-

quake, when the seawater moved back, the people fel t this event as a great surpr ise and they

ran down the sea to co l lec t the pebb les and crabs . When Tsunami came, they fe l t  he lp less

and rolled over the sea waves for more than 20 times and thrown away 80 to 100 meters away

from the sea shore. Further waves again took them back to the sea and rolled. The trains were

uprooted, cars were rol led l ike toys, they al l were moving along with the Tsunami waves. When

Tsunami ceased, we saw the unend ing rows of dead bod ies . Peop le who surv ived were of ten

seem to be in a sta te of shock and showed decreased l i fe act iv i t ies . In i t ia l ly they fe l t as i f

i t  is happening in a dream, they could not imagine that th is is a fact of l i fe . They became

panic-str icken and tr ied to get out of i t . People were hyper-alert responding to each and every

sea waves and even subsequent ly they were constant ly on the v ig i l ,  apprehend ing the occur-

rence of any such d isas ter in fu ture . They fe l t  he lp less , abandoned and looked forward to

some form of rescue. Even in the crowd, they fe l t  lone ly . The surv ivors los t the i r near and

dear ones, proper ty , homes every th ing . Chi ld ren were so t raumat ized that most o f them

became emot ional ly numb and could not express the i r thoughts . They had a feel ing of repeat-

ed ly b laming themselves for hav ing surv ived. They were in a fee l ing of psych ic numbness or

empt iness (Schawswald , 2005) ; such a psych ic s ta te is o f ten repor ted by the ind iv idua l who

became the v ic t ims of Post Traumat ic St ress Disorder (PTSD) .

POST TRAUMATIC STRESS DISORDER (PTSD)POST TRAUMATIC STRESS DISORDER (PTSD)POST TRAUMATIC STRESS DISORDER (PTSD)POST TRAUMATIC STRESS DISORDER (PTSD)POST TRAUMATIC STRESS DISORDER (PTSD)

This was f i rs t named in 1980 in DSM-I I I  (APA-1980) which descr ibes as exposure to a

t raumat ic event dur ing which one fee ls fear , he lp lessness or hor ror . Af terwards , v ic t ims re-

exper ience the event through memor ies and n ightmares .  When memor ies occur very suddenly

and the v ic t ims f ind themselves re l iev ing the event , they are hav ing a f lashback . V ic t ims

avo id anyth ing that reminds them to t rauma. They d isp lay a charac ter is t ics res t r ic t ion or

numbing of emot iona l respons iveness , which may be very d is rupt ive to in terpersona l re la t ion-

sh ips . They are somet imes unab le to remember cer ta in aspects of the event . I t  is poss ib le

that the v ic t ims unconsc ious ly a t tempt to avo id the exper ience of emot ion i tse l f ,  l i ke peop le

wi th pan ic d isorder , because in tense emot ion cou ld br ing back memor ies of the t rauma.

Fina l ly , v ic t ims typ ica l ly or chronica l ly over-aroused, easi ly star t led and quick to anger (Bar low,

1 9 88 ) .

PTSD inc ludes a var ie ty o f symptoms rang ing f rom hyperarousa l , anx ie ty , depress ive

mood, low f rus t ra t ion to lerance, insomnia , headache, emot iona l ins tab i l i t y , low se l f -es teem

etc . . To meet a d iagnosis of Acute PTSD, symptoms must occur between two and four weeks

af ter the t raumat ic exper ience. I f symptoms pers is t a f ter s ix months i t is regarded as Chron ic

PTSD (Tsabary , 2005) .

Tsunami F lashbackTsunami F lashbackTsunami F lashbackTsunami F lashbackTsunami F lashback

S is a 25 years old Nicobar i woman who had three chi ldren and she used to stay wi th her

husband in Car Nicobar before Tsunami . Her husband was a f isherman. He used to catch

f ishes from the sea and she brought those to the market for sel l ing. They were spending their

l i ves very happ i ly . On the Tsunami day they were en joy ing themselves in the beach of Car

Nicobar . Tsunami waves sp lashed over them. She hugged t igh t ly wi th her three ch i ld ren wi th

a tree but the waves snatched her husband a long way from where he would never come back.

P T S DP T S DP T S DP T S DP T S D

Tsunami Disas ter o f the Surv ivorsTsunami Disas ter o f the Surv ivorsTsunami Disas ter o f the Surv ivorsTsunami Disas ter o f the Surv ivorsTsunami Disas ter o f the Surv ivors

Sanjoy Ghosh

‘Tsunami ’ is a Japanese word , which means ‘Harbor Wave’ . Of la te , th is term has created a

ter r ib le hor ror among the people of e leven count r ies of South-East As ia and even in Somal ia

and Tanzania in Africa. It was 6.29 A.M. of Indian Standard Time on 26th of December, 2004,

when a heavy ear thquake took p lace in 30 K.M. deep seas in Sumatra Is lands, which shook

the Wor ld . The ear thquake occur red in the deep layers of ear th p la tes and the less s t rong

Burma Pla te was dest royed and a heavy ho l low space was created . Seawater moved a lmost

two and half K.M. back to the middle of the sea to ful f i l l the gap and after forty-f ive minutes

it bounced back to the sea-shore with a speed of 700 K.M. per hour and a height of 40 feet.

This heavy waves are known as ‘Tsunami ’ . Tsunami dest royed the l ives of more than 3 lakhs

of peop le ; i t  produced thousands of orphans, damaged houses , agr icu l tu ra l lands and the

source of dr inking water (UNICEF Report On Tsunami, 2004). On 9th of January, 2005, Times

of India reported, ‘ In this dif f icul t hours in South Asia after deadly Tsunami, there is very l i t t le

to be proud of for India ’ . Uni ted Nat ions Secretary General , Mr. Kof i Annan said, ‘The largest

d isas ter we have had to dea l wi th ’ .

D isas ter Scenar io of Ind ia was l ike th is :- ( ABC NEWS-JAN-01-2005)

Andhra Pradesh - 105 people died - 211 peop le have no t race

K e r a l a - 198 people died - No repor t of unt raced

Tami l Nadu - 7,921 peop le d ied - No repor t of unt raced

P o n d i c h e r r y - 579 people died - 86 people have no trace

Andaman & Nicobar Is lands - 2000 people died - 3000 people have no trace.

Other Disaster Scenar io of Ind ia was as fo l lows:–

55,000 people have los t the i r homes.

5, 00,000 houses were severe ly damaged.

10,000 farmers los t the i r lands .

More than 30,000 f ishermen los t the i r boats and other accessor ies .

Seawater f looded over the agr icu l tu re lands of 13,000 farmers ; those s topped produc ing crops

for three years .

Devas ta t ing TsunamiDevas ta t ing TsunamiDevas ta t ing TsunamiDevas ta t ing TsunamiDevas ta t ing Tsunami

Th is Tsunami d isas ter has been the wors t o f a l l  the natura l d isas ters took p lace over 100

years . Ent i re communi t ies have cr ied for ex is tence. They have been shaken f rom the i r foun-

dat ion. They were uprooted from nowhere to return. There is no one to blame here, here i t is

the nature that turned aga ins t humans.

Disas ter s t roke at an unexpected hour : thus peop le were to ta l ly unprepared. I t  was a

Sunday jus t a f te r the Chr is tmas and the peop le a l l  over the wor ld were en joy ing . In every
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Af ter the water has gone down, she was search ing for her husband for the whole day . She

was then crying and asking God what is her sin that He picked her husband from her life. After

two days of haunt ing in bushes a mi l i tary ship came and rescued them to the Nicobar i Home

in Port Blair. She was crying all the time in such thoughts what she will do in future with these

three ch i ld ren . Her house was broken, her f ish ing boat was los t . She d id not know who wi l l

he lp her?

30 year old M l ived happi ly wi th her husband. She had two daughters. She was pregnant

when Tsunami struck. Both her chi ldren and her father- in- law were washed away in the surging

waves. She saw her husband was ro l l ing on the waves and af te r few seconds he was

d isappeared and never re turned. She sat a lone wonder ing what happened to her fami ly . She

also lost her house. She refused to work in Cash for Work of the Government. She does not

know how she wi l l  take care of herse l f and her unborn ch i ld?

24 years old Tamil Brahmin lost both of his parents in the terr ib le waves of Tsunami. He

was a B.Com. student and came to the sea-shore wi th his parents wi th the f i rs t l ight of that

Sunday morn ing to spend some merry t ime wi th them. He had no other person in h is fami ly .

He was severe ly depressed and he lp less about h is fu ture .

One 8 years o ld boy came to the sea-shore wi th h is parents in that Tsunami Day. The

demon waves snatched h is parents and he ro l led many t imes in waves and then s t ick to a

branch of a tree, N found him crying and took him to his home. He became emotional ly numb

and d id not say anyth ing .

Management Of PTSDManagement Of PTSDManagement Of PTSDManagement Of PTSDManagement Of PTSD

I t is rea l ly a cha l lenge for the careg ivers to dea l wi th these s i tua t ions . A lways we have to

remember that the path of heal ing is a long one. One should be brave to of fer himsel f as a

‘he lper ’ in th is journey towards hea l ing .

I t is very impor tant to educate the surv ivors about the nature of t rauma and the common

react ions to i t . Secondly i t is very essent ia l to make them learn the new ways of coping with

the t raumat ic s t ress . Sp i r i tua l and re l ig ious be l ie fs can br ing new meaning to the t rauma.

Ident i f i ca t ion of fee l ings of Anger , Gui l t ,  Shame and Despa i r can make them accepted and

honored as a natural reaction to the trauma. This leads to their Cognit ive Restructuring for their

misconcept ions and be l ie fs . Group Therapy is an ef fec t ive use of resources i f  the ind iv idua ls

can be matched wi th others who are in the same si tuat ion; th is al lows them to feel a sense

of be long ing and communi ty . Exposure therapy is a lso used as the surv ivors do not have a

language by which they can unders tand the i r hor r i f i c exper iences . These peop le need to

descr ibe the i r t raumat ic exper iences in deta i l ,  aga in and aga in , as th is wi l l  he lp reduce the

arousa l and d is t ress that accompanies the i r pa in fu l memor ies . Creat ive therap ies l ike theater

per formances, scu lp tures and pa in t ings he lp them to express themselves to other group

members. Socia l act iv ism is the most chal lenging one by which they can set up local suppor t

networks , par t ic ipa t ing in rebu i ld ing ef fo r ts , care for ch i ld ren , in ju red etc . .

Ch i ld ren can be assured wi th the i r normal l i fe ac t iv i ty and proper nur tur ing . Safe ty and

secur i ty needs shou ld be s t rengthened to them. Adul ts have to spend more t ime and be a

good ro le model for them.

Impor tance Of TsunamiImpor tance Of TsunamiImpor tance Of TsunamiImpor tance Of TsunamiImpor tance Of Tsunami

This devasta t ing grace of nature wi l l  perpetuate in our mind for so many years . Any k ind of

natural disaster wi l l br ing the similar kind of loss and pain to us. Every disaster leaves behind

the surv ivors of PTSD. They need our ex tens ive he lp . I t  is our consc ious ef fo r t which g ives

them menta l s t rength to cope up wi th the death and bereavement they exper ience. We have

to prepare ourse lves that anyone may be the v ic t im of th is ca lami ty .

Tsunami gave us a good lesson about d isas ter preparedness . The a larming sys tem was

so poor that we cou ld not g ive warn ing to those who breathe the i r las t a f te r few minutes .

Tsunami waves repeated ly f lashed on the sea-coast . F i rs t Tsunami came at 6.29 A.M. , i t

ceased wi th in 20 minutes , and next Tsunami came af ter 45 minutes . In th is manner peop le

exper ienced 3 Tsunami sp lashed on that day . Af ter the f i rs t one, when the waves ceased

down many people gathered on the sea-shore to exper ience th is event . We did not have any

idea that Tsunami can come back at any moment. As a result we became the witness of more

death and casua l t ies on the success ive Tsunami waves .

Another important lesson we have got f rom the tr ibal communi ty of the coastal region. Not

a single person died among them in this deadly Tsunami. Most of them are i l l i terate and very

pr imi t ive in cu l tu ra l deve lopment . They fo l lowed the warn ing of the i r ancestors that when sea

moves back, always cl imb up at the top of the hi l ls or take a boat and quickly move to the

midd le of the sea. We saw the Tsunami waves increased i ts he ight and speed as i t  ap-

proached to the sea shore after clashing with other returning waves. So those people who were

in the middle of the sea did not experience the vigor of Tsunami. Similar ly the sea waves did

not over f low the h i l l s wi th i ts he ight . The oppos i te feature was observed among the educated

and civi l ized sect ion of our society. When sea moved back, we ran down to the sea to col lect

s tones , pebb les and crabs . We became he lp less when Tsunami waves came back wi th a

speed of a je t p lane and ro l led huge number of peop le and tumbled them down to death .

Th is innocence a lso le f t beh ind mi l l ions of PTSD surv ivors who became orphans, deve l-

oped psych ia t r ic symptoms, los t the i r be long ings and l iv ing wi th uncer ta in ty . I t  shou ld be our

coherent e f fo r t to move them out f rom st ress and share the i r fee l ings wi th us .

R e f e r e n c e sR e f e r e n c e sR e f e r e n c e sR e f e r e n c e sR e f e r e n c e s

1 . Baner jee , T-Tsunami . 2004

2 . Schwarzwald , A.e t .a l . - Journa l o f Br ie f Treatment and Cr is is In tervent ion .Vo l .06(4) 316-

325 . 1 993

3 . Tsabery , S.- Guide for Unders tand ing and Treat ing Symptoms of Trauma in

Surv ivors of the Tsunami Disaster .  A Repor t .2005

4 . UNICEF- Repor t on Tsunami-2004 . P A S
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Rat iona l ism in Benga l : An Overv iewRat iona l ism in Benga l : An Overv iewRat iona l ism in Benga l : An Overv iewRat iona l ism in Benga l : An Overv iewRat iona l ism in Benga l : An Overv iew

Ramkr ishna Bhat tacharya

The Conc ise Oxford Dic t ionary (on CD-Rom, 1 1 th ed. 2004) def ines ra t iona l ism as “ the prac-

t ice or pr inc ip le o f bas ing op in ions and act ions on reason and knowledge ra ther than on

rel igious bel ief or emotional response.” This is not the only meaning of the word. In phi losophy

the same term suggests “ the theory that reason ra ther than exper ience is the foundat ion of

cer ta in ty in knowledge” ( ib id . ) .  But we are not concerned wi th such techn ica l meanings here .

I t is the f i rst meaning that is general ly known today and that is how I am going to use the

word in th is paper .

Rat iona l ism is not a proper ty exc lus ive ly o f the West . Every c iv i l i za t ion , a t one po in t o f

t ime or another , wi tnessed a s t rugg le between fa i th and reason, ins t inc t ive or emot iona l

response and knowledge. Even during the darkest period of the history of any people, the lamp

of reason cou ld not be to ta l ly ex t ingu ished. I t  is as much t rue of Europe dur ing the Midd le

Ages as of Ind ia dur ing the long s t re tch between the twe l f th century and the n ineteenth

century . There were scept ics , agnost ics and athe is ts even dur ing the Vedic age. The Charvaka

/ Lokayatas had absorbed al l such previous tra i ts and f inal ly produced a system of phi losophy

that was uncompromis ing ly ra t iona l and opposed to a l l  d ic tums that were not founded on

sense percept ion . In ference drawn f rom unver i f iab le premises and word or verba l tes t imony,

even though coming from the works of Manu and others, according to Madhavacharya (Sayana)’s

Sarva-darsana-samgraha ,  were unacceptab le to them (249, 251) .

The Charvaka / Lokayata , however , seems to have comple te ly d isappeared before the

four teenth century . Bl ind fa i th in the author i t ies , secular or re l ig ious, was the guid ing pr inc ip le

o f Ind ian soc ia l l i fe , both of the Hindus and the Mus l ims, throughout the pre-modern per iod .

Only in the n ineteenth century reason made i ts presence s t rong ly fe l t ,  par t icu lar ly in Kolka ta

( then Calcut ta in Engl ish) , thanks to Rammohun Roy, H. L. V. Derozio and the Derozians ( the

Young Bengal ) ,  Iswarchandra Vidyasagar , Akshaykumar Dat ta and, las t but not leas t , the

P o s i t i v i s t s .

2 Rammohun Roy in h is F i rs t Conference between an Advocate for and an Opponent o f ,

the Pract ice of Burn ing Widows Al ive ( 1818) upheld reason in the fo l lowing way: “ the Sast ras ,

and the reason ings connected wi th them enable us to d iscr iminate r igh t and wrong. In those

Sast ras such female murder is a l together forb idden. And reason a lso dec lares , tha t to b ind

down a woman for her dest ruct ion, hold ing out to her the inducement of heavenly rewards, is

a most sinful act” (English Works 3 : 95-96). The English translat ion of the Second Conference

( 1820) was ded ica ted to the March ioness of Hast ings , Countess of Loudoun, e tc . wi th these

words: “The fo l lowing t ract , being a t ranslat ion of a Bengalee Essay, publ ished some t ime ago

[1819], as an appeal to reason in behal f of humani ty…” (3 :101. Emphasis added). The Bangla

or ig ina l had no such ded ica t ion .

Th is is for the f i rs t t ime in the h is tory of Bengal , perhaps of Ind ia , tha t reason was

harnessed a long wi th humani ty in the serv ice of soc ia l re form. Iswarchandra Vidyasagar , on

the other hand, knew fu l l wel l that the Bengal i people would never agree to l is ten to reason;

to them re l ig ious tex ts and loca l cus toms were the f ina l arb i te r ( I I  :  21-22) . Hence before

launch ing the movement demanding the enactment o f widow remarr iage, he re l ied exc lus ive ly

on the interpretat ion of the Smri t i texts rather than appeal ing to reason. In an ear l ier tract on

the evi ls of chi ld marr iage (I I : 3-9) Vidyasagar, however, had based himsel f on reason rather

than re l ig ious tex ts , presumably because a l l  major Dharmasast ras were in favour o f ear ly

marr iage, the ear l ier the better . So any pre-empt ive move by way of harnessing Sastr ic adages

was out o f the quest ion .

One sure way of judging the radical role of Vidyasagar in the field of education is to look

at the react ion of John Murdoch, an arch b igot whom even Gandhi cou ld not to le ra te ( 104) .

Th is is how the Chr is t ian miss ionar ies found fau l t wi th Vidyasagar who had based h is schoo l

pr imer , Bodhodaya on Chambers ’s The Rudiments of Knowledge .  John Murdoch in h is Edu-

cat ion as a Miss ionary Agency in Ind ia (Madras , 1872) quoted a passage f rom Bodhodaya in

t r a n s l a t i o n :

The senses:– The above f ive senses are the avenues of our knowledge, by which we can get a l l

sor ts of knowledge, and wi thout which we should be ignorant of every th ing. By the exerc ise of those

senses we gain exper ience, and exper ience produces the power of judgment of what is r ight and

wrong, of what is good and bad. Therefore the senses are very advantageous to us. 3 (ext rac ted

in Indrami t ra , Appendix 30, 720-21 . Al l i ta l ics in the or ig ina l )

On th is mater ia l is t theory of knowledge Murdoch remarks in annoyance:

The above… seems to teach rank Mater ia l ism. ( i ta l ics in the or ig ina l )

I t  has been asser ted that i t is “mis lead ing” to character ize such books as “Secular is t . ” The autour

(s ic , meaning Vidyasagar) is descr ibed as “ the wel l known Hindu reformer . ” But th is is no proof to

the cont rary . His re forms are pure ly soc ia l . So far as the wr i ter (sc .  Murdoch) is aware, he has kept

h imsel f ent i re ly a loof f rom the Brahmo Somaj (s ic ) movement . Rober t Owen, the Secular is t , was a lso

a reformer in h is way.

The wr i ter descr ibed the above books, not s imply as prepared by a Secular is t , but as Secular is t .

He d id so because the author de l iberate ly stuck out the in junct ion to worsh ip God; because h is mora l

teach ing has no reference to God’s wi l l ,  but s imply to what people around would th ink or do; because

he omi t ted a l l passages [ in The Rudiments of Knowledge publ ished by Messrs . Chambers ’ ] teach ing

the immorta l i ty of the Soul , the respons ib i l i ty of man and the d i f ference between him and the brutes

that per ish . I f  i t  is “mis lead ing” to descr ibe such books as “Secular is t ” , the wr i ter confesses that he

does not know the meaning of the term.

Murdoch conc ludes h is condemnat ion of V idyasagar as fo l lowing :

I t  is very lamentab le that such books should have been prepared by the most d is t ingu ished wr i ter

in Bengal i ,  former ly Pr inc ipa l of a Government Col lege, and that they should be those which have

by far the largest c i rcu la t ion throughout the count ry .

I t  is earnest ly hoped that soon such books wi l l  be exc luded f rom Miss ion Schools…. ’ ’

Let us go back to Rammohun Roy. He made h is debut in re l ig ious cont roversy in a t rac t

wr i t ten in Persian (1804) cal led Tuhfat-ul Muwahhidin ( A Gif t to the Monotheists) . Af ter going

through the smal l  book one fee ls that i t  cou ld be named wi th equa l jus t ice A Gi f t  to the

Athe is ts .  The a im of l i fe , Rammohun dec lares , is to l ive in peace wi thout do ing harm to

anybody. He speaks ne i ther of l ibera t ion (mukt i ) nor o f rea l iz ing God as the end of l i fe . He

does not believe in the virtue of prayer as a means of gett ing rid of troubles (durgati) or cure

from diseases. He has no faith in any revealed text. Nor does he feel any need of a Paigambar
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to media te between God and humans (Racbanava l i  717-29 ) . In shor t ,  by re jec t ing both

Brahmin ica l creeds and Is lam, Rammohun tac i t l y re jec ts a l l  es tab l ished re l ig ions . Every th ing

be ing e l iminated , on ly two ent i t ies remain – God Himsel f and Rammohun Roy (or someone

who is a the is t but has no fa i th in any ins t i tu t iona l ized, estab l ished re l ig ion) . The 4 pos i t ion

is ak in to that o f the European de is ts o f the seventeenth and e ighteenth centur ies , a l though

Rammohun h imsel f in la ter days had no respect for de ism (Sast r i  2:284) . Some Europe ans,

however , used to cons ider Rammohun as a de is t (Pauth ier 697) .

Another smal l  d ia logue, Dia logue between a Miss ionary and Three Chinese Conver ts

(Engl ish Works 4:77-79), is worth not ing. The or ig inal Bangla vers ion was wr i t ten in the same

year , 1823. Rammohun expanded some of the po in ts in the Engl ish vers ion (or the Bangla

vers ion was an abr idgement o f the Engl ish) . The set t ing of the d ia logue is as fo l lows: A

European Miss ionary , in tend ing to examine h is conver ts , sa id to them, “How many Gods are

there , my bre thren?” The f i rs t conver t answered, “Three” , the second, “Two” , and the th i rd ,

“None” . The Miss ionary was aston ished. But the conver ts s t ruck to the i r own grounds. The

th i rd conver t ,  fo r example , rep l ied : ‘Our minds are not l ike yours in the West , or you would

not have asked me [why I say there is no God]. You told me again and again that there never

was but one God, that Christ was the true God, and that a nat ion of merchants l iv ing at the

head of Arabian gul f [ the Bangla vers ion speci f ica l ly names the Jews], put him to death upon

a t ree [ that is , cruc i f ied h im] , about e ighteen hundred years ago. Be l iev ing you, what o ther

answer could I g ive than “None”? ’ (4: 77-78) The Miss ionary lost h is composure and declared

that al l the three would without doubt per ish ever last ingly. The f i rst convert gent ly rebuked him,

“Cong- foo- tse [Confuc ius] , our revered master says , that bad temper a lways turns reason out

of doors, and that when men begin to curse, the good Spir i t of the universe abandoned thei r

hear ts ” (4:78-79) . 1

Bra jendranath Seal suggests that Rammohun read Dav id Hume and John Locke. Yet i t

seems that Rammohun had learned more f rom the works of Pers ian and Arabic wr i ters of the

Midd le Ages than f rom any modern Western th inker . Regard ing the “ format ive in f luence” o f

Rammohun, Seal has ment ioned “ Is lamic cu l tu re” f i rs t ,  “ the cu l tu re of Baghdad and Bassora

(Basra) , f i l te red through an Ind ian Madrassa” (3) . Severa l years af te r th is Rammohun learn t

Sanskr i t and got to know the Jain and Buddhist t radi t ions as wel l as the views of the North-

Ind ian sants such as Kabi r ,  Dadu, Nanak and the Ramayets . I t  was on ly dur ing h is so journ

in Nor th Bengal , in the ear ly years of the n ineteenth century that Rammohun acqu i red the

e lements of Eng l ish . At Rangpur he ‘cu l t i va ted the l i te ra ture of empi r ica l ph i losophy and

sc ient i f i c thought f rom Bacon to Locke and Newton, as wel l  as the propaganda of f ree 5

th ink ing and “ I l luminat ion” in Hume, Gibbon, Vol ta i re , Vo lney , Tom Paine and others…’ (6) . As

Seal wr i tes : “He (sc . Rammohun) drank eager ly f rom the founta inhead of modern f reedom and

was inspired by the spir i t of the Age of I l luminat ion” (6). Yet , Seal asserts, these studies did

not cause a sea-change in Rammohun’s out look . They ‘on ly conf i rmed h im in h is re jec t ion of

mi rac le , dogma and r i tua l to which he had a l ready been led by h is own re f lec t ions on the

rel ig ions and scr iptures of his country as wel l as by the teachings of the Mutazi las, the Suf is,

and the Uttara Mimamsa .  In fac t ,  he became scept ica l ly minded as to the c la ims of a l l

“Sast ras” and a l l  h is tor ica l re l ig ions ’ (6-7) .

Even though Rammohun never los t fa i th in the ex is tence of God and never condoned

poly the ism, h is fa i th was grounded on log ic ; he would l ike to adduce reasons for h is mono-

the is t ic conv ic t ion ra ther than dec lare that devot ion was enough and arguments v i t ia te the

mind. His po lemics aga ins t the Chr is t ian miss ionar ies on the one hand and the Hindu po ly-

the is ts on the other , remain permanent sources of both enter ta inment and ed i f i ca t ion .

I t  needs to be re-emphas ized, as D. Biswas has r igh t ly done (59) , tha t Rammohun’s

rat ional ism was not der ived from the West . When he wrote his f i rs t Pers ian tract in 1804 (or

1805), he did not know English or any Western language well enough to read the works of the

European scept ics or the Enl igh tenment th inkers . His mindset apparent ly had a l ready been

made up before he learn t Eng l ish . What Western educat ion ( learn t pr iva te ly , not in any

academic ins t i tu t ion) taught h im on ly re in forced h is conv ic t ion in the power of reason.

I f Rammohun Roy the monotheist found his worthy successor in his f r iend’s son (and also his

son ’s f r iend) Debendranath Tagore , Rammohun Roy the ra t iona l is t had h is successor — and

a very ab le one at that — in Akshaykumar Dat ta . Akshaykumar was a se l f - taught po lymath .

He began h is career as an Adi Brahmo Samaj ac t iv is t (he was one of the ed i to rs o f the

Tat tvabodhin i Pat r ika ) but proceeded s lowly but s tead i ly f i rs t towards agnost ic ism and then to

uncompromis ing athe ism. His s tand d id not endear h im to the Adi Brahmos. Debendranath fe l t

tha t there was a gu l f o f d i f fe rence between h im and Akshaykumar . I t  was Akshaykumar who

had conv inced Debendranath that no sacred book can be apaurusheya , tha t is , not composed

by any be ing , human or o therwise . Akshaykumar ’s terse equat ion :

  Labour = Crops

  Labour + Prayer = Crops

∴Prayer = 0 (q td . A. Chakrabor ty 411 )2

created qu i te a sensat ion among the s tudents in the then Kolka ta . Bes ides wr i t ing two bu lky

vo lumes on the Ind ian devot iona l communi t ies , he a lso produced a large number of pr imers

on bas ic sc iences such as ast ronomy, geography, geo logy , phys ics , e tc . He co ined new

Bengal i terms for modern sc ience and many of h is terminology are st i l l  current in Bangla . He

was a Baconian through and through and considered the works of Bacon and Comte to be “our

sast ra ” ,  as much as the works of ”Bhaskara and Aryabhata as wel l  as Newton and Lap lace”

were (M. Roy 95) . Akshaykumar had the greates t reverence for Rammohun and cr i t i c ized the

Brahmos who were antipathet ic and antagonist ic to science (2: 30-33). His study of the ancient

Ind ian phi losophica l systems is a marvel of scholarsh ip .3 His so le in tent ion was to prove that

most o f the ph i losoph ica l schoo ls , such as Samkhya, Old Nyaya, Mimamsa and even Vedanta ,

not to speak of the Charvaka, were atheist ic (2: 1 , 23, 29, 54).

The impact of Western educat ion is to be found in the next generat ion of youths who had H.

L . V. Deroz io ( 1809-31) as the i r teacher a t Hindu Col lege. Ramgopaul Ghose, h is pup i l  and

one of the august members of the so-cal led Young Bengal (Peary Chand Mit t ra even narrowed

i t down to Young Calcut ta ) dec lared the mot to of h is master in th is way: “He who wi l l  not

reason is a bigot; he who cannot is a fool; he who does not is a slave” (qtd. in S. Sarkar 101).

Words l ike these shou ld be inscr ibed in every schoo l and co l lege in le t te rs o f rad ium. Then

there was Madhub Chunder Mul l i ck who wrote in the co l lege magaz ine , “ I f  there is anyth ing

that we hate f rom the bot tom of our hear t ,  i t  is Hindu ism” (Sast r i  2:290) . Russ ic Kr ishna

Mul l i ck , whi le a t tend ing the cour t o f law as a wi tness , re fused to take oath by touch ing a

copper vesse l , Tu ls i (Ocimum sanctum ) lea f and ho ly water (as was customary) , because, he
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sa id , “ I do not be l ieve in the sacredness of the Ganges” (Sast r i  2:315) .

Needless to say , Deroz io and h is wor thy pup i ls drew insp i ra t ion f rom Br i t i sh th inkers l ike

Dav id Hume, not f rom any Or ienta l s t rand of ra t iona l ism as Rammohun had done. Deroz io in

h is le t te r to H. H. Wi lson dec lared : “Ent rus ted as I was for somet ime wi th the educat ion of

youth , pecu l ia r ly c i rcumstanced was i t  fo r me to have made them per t and ignorant dogma-

t is ts . . . .  I there fore thought i t  my duty to acquain t 7 severa l o f the co l lege students wi th the

substance of Hume’s ce lebra ted d ia logue between Cleanthes and Phi lo [Dia logues concern ing

Natura l Rel ig ion , posthumous ly and anonymous ly pub l ished in 1779] in which the most subt le

and re f ined arguments aga ins t the ism are adduced” (q td . in Mi t t ra , 26) .

Yet Derozio was not try ing to subst i tute one set of fai th by another, that of atheism, both

based on verba l tes t imony (aptabakya ) .  I t  was not a case of bra inwash ing to be rep laced by

counter-bra inwashing (what some ul t ra- rat ional is ts in present-day Bengal have t r ied to do, wi th

no percept ible result at al l ) . In the same letter Derozio added that side by side with Hume he

had a lso furn ished h is s tudents wi th “Dr Reid ’s and Dugald Stewar t ’s more acute rep l ies to

Hume, — rep l ies which to th is day cont inue unre fu ted . Th is is the head and f ront o f my

of fending” (Mi t t ra 26). He fur ther stated: “That I should be cal led a scept ic and an inf ide l is

not surpr is ing , as these names are a lways g iven to persons who th ink for themselves in

re l ig ion…” (Mi t t ra 29 ) .

The seeds that Deroz io had sown cont inued to bear f ru i ts even af te r h is death in 1831 .

“The stormy pet re l of our renaissance” (as Susobhan Sarkar ( 104) has cal led h im) had set a

t rend that was not to wi ther away wi th h is death . His s tudents were act ive in soc ia l and

in te l lec tua l l i fe . They read Tom Paine ’s Age of Reason even by pay ing b lack-market pr ice of

Rs. 8 per copy . One pub l isher so ld one hundred cop ies of th is book at Rs. 5 each. The

Engl ishman compla ined that the students of Hindu col lege were “a l l rad ica ls , and the fo l lowers

of Benthami te pr inc ip les . ” The i r shor t l i ved journa l ,  The Enqui rer and a b i l ingua l per iod ica l ,

Gyananaeshun, in which remarr iage of Hindu widows had been s t rong ly advocated before

Vidyasagar d id i t ,  re f lec t the sp i r i t  o f revo l t as wel l  as keen in te l lec t .

A f te r Deroz io , Dav id Hare became the pres ident o f the Academic Assoc ia t ion . He was a

ph i lan throp is t a lso known as an athe is t .  Then there was the Soc ie ty for the Acqu is i t ion of

Genera l Knowledge and the Epis to lary Assoc ia t ion for exchang ing op in ions among them-

se lves . The cont r ibu t ion of Peary Chand Mi t t ra and Radhanath Sickdar to Bangla prose is

un iversa l ly recogn ized. The former in par t icu lar is to be commended for in t roduc ing the low

or p la in sty le in h is novel and sketches. In shor t , the Young Bengal were both path-breakers

and path-makers at the same t ime.

I have a l ready ment ioned two d is t inc t sources of ra t iona l ism in Bengal : the f i rs t ,  ind igenous

or Ind ian , the second, exogenous or fore ign . Rammohun and Vidyasagar 8 f i rs t learned the i r

ra t iona l ism f rom ind igenous sources , which can be t raced back r igh t f rom the scept ica l and

agnost ic hymns in the Rigveda down to the medieva l authors of as t ronomy, c iv i l  law and

phi losophy . Many scho lars have ment ioned such works and not iced the s imi la r i ty between

Rammohun and medieva l Arab th inkers (D. B iswas 47- 48, 56,72, 84 n141) . Let me here

digress a l i t t le and adduce several more instances of rat ional ism in pract ice in the ancient and

medieva l Ind ian t rad i t ion . These would , I hope, suf f ice to re fu te the mis in formed postmodern is t

v iew that ra t iona l ism is a Western phenomenon that appeared on ly dur ing the e ighteenth-

century Enl ightenment in Europe and came to India in the wake of Br i t ish colonial ism and was

embraced by the babus [as Kabi ra j (35-58) would have us be l ieve] .

Now to the examples . The Anusasana Parvan of the Mahabhara ta speaks of ra t iona l is ts

(hetukas ) who cla imed that there was no truth beyond what can be direct ly perceived ( logical ly

in fer red) , but they admi t ted the poss ib i l i t y o f doubt in respect o f percept ion (and in ference)

as wel l ( 147.5) . The same source also states that t ru th t ranscends formal log ic (147.7) . Three

and on ly three ins t ruments of cogn i t ion (pramanas ) are ment ioned, namely , d i rec t percept ion ,

doc t r ines proposed by the scr ip tures , and the prac t ice of the s ishta-s (eminent peop le) ( 147.

9, c f .  147. 17-20) . In ference is not accepted as a separa te ins t rument presumably because

a l l  in ferences need to be preceded by percept ion .

The Charaka Samhi ta sta tes , “Every th ing fa l ls in to one or the other of the two categor ies

– t rue and unt rue . The method of invest iga t ion is four fo ld : author i ta t ive tes t imony, d i rec t

observat ion , in ference and reason (yukt i ) ” ( 1 . 1 1 . 17) .

Bhaskaracharya (born 1036 Saka = 1 1 14 CE) cont inues the same ra t iona l t rad i t ion by

re ject ing agama (scr ip ture) and declar ing : “ In the ast ronomica l depar tment scr ip ture is author i-

ta t ive on ly when i t is suppor ted by demonst ra t ion” (q td . in Mui r 2: 161 n183) .

J imutavahana of Benga l (between e leventh century and four teenth century CE) in h is

d iges t on the law of inher i tance categor ica l ly dec lares that those who know noth ing but the

author i ty of old teachers (acharyas) would not be able to appreciate his work, which is meant

for those whose in te l l igence is gu ided by log ica l proofs ( 15 . 1 ;  232-33) .

S imi la r ly , Suryadeva Yajvana in h is commentary on the Aryabhat iya ,  the semina l work of

Aryabhata , re jec ts the innovat ion of one acharya ca l led Prasast idhara , for , he says , “We

rat iona l is ts (yaukt ikah ) cannot approve of i t ”  (qu td . 9 in Aryabhat iya I I I :  x lv ) .  He fur ther

dec lares that when severa l works (Sast ras ) on ast ronomy d isagree or vary , he has resor ted

to (as t ronomica l ) ins t ruments for tes t ing which v iew is r igh t (Commentary on Laghumanasa of

Munja la , 3. 6-7, quoted in ib id . x lv i ) .

Such open minds , though rare , were not a l together absent in Ind ia at any po in t o f t ime.

They had no need for modern European sc ience or log ic to ar r ive at the i r conc lus ions ,

i r respect ive of and ind i f fe rent to what the re l ig ious author i t ies might have prescr ibed. The

appearance of Rammohun and Vidyasagar does not s ign i fy a to ta l break in the t rad i t ion but

a cont inu i ty of a bare ly not iceable (and hence largely ignored) t rend. The inte l lectual ambience

in n ineteenth-century Bengal was of course a l i t t le more congenia l for them than i t had been

for the i r predecessors .

Never the less i t  cannot be den ied that ra t iona l ism came to Bengal , nay Ind ia , in a to ta l ly

new garb wi th Deroz io and the Deroz ians . They drew the i r insp i ra t ion f rom the Renaissance

and Enl igh tenment th inkers of Europe and burs t v igorous ly upon the s tagnant poo l o f Benga l .

In spi te of the serious reservat ions on the part of some of them, some others held Rammohun

in great esteem (D. Biswas 416-96). It is therefore in the fitness of things that they would lend

the i r suppor t ,  not mere ly verba l ly but ac tua l ly , to the widow remarr iage ag i ta t ion in i t ia ted by

V i d y a s a g a r .

One dist inct ion, however, is to be made between the impacts of the two strands of rat ional ism:

the f i rs t ,  represented by Rammohun and Vidyasagar , proved to be more power fu l and long-

l ived than the second. The Young Bengal petered out a f te r the 1850s wi thout leav ing any
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successors . The move for soc ia l re forms led by Rammohun and Vidyasagar was cont inued

by both enl ightened Hindus and Brahmos ( f i rs t by Keshub Chandra Sen and his fo l lowers, and

then by the Sadharan Brahmo Samaj ) .  The soc ia l re formers were not ra t iona l is ts in the

absolute sense of the term. They did not preach or pract ise a tota l ly secular at t i tude to l i fe .

But the posi t ive aspect is that they dared to swim against the current and through words and

deeds cha l lenged the s ta tus quo ante ,  wh ich the re l ig ious fanat ics , conservat ives and no-

changers of both Hindu and Musl im communi t ies pers is ted in upho ld ing . The Young Bengal

formed an e l i te group of the i r own, hopeless ly a l ienated f rom the masses of the people . Our

soc ia l re formers , on the cont rary , succeeded in reach ing the v i l lage as much as the town.

Admittedly, their work was conf ined to the so-cal led upper castes of the Hindu society. In spite

of th is l imi tat ion, commoners of Bengal could take sides ei ther for or 10 against the proposed

reforms. The campaign of Young Bengal s imply went over the head of the genera l ly educated

peop le . Hence, somewhat f rus t ra ted to see the zero ef fec t o f the i r a t tempts , most o f the

Deroz ians u l t imate ly turned d ipsomaniacs , a lcoho l be ing the on ly re fuge le f t .  Aurob indo Ghose

( la ter Sr i Aurob indo) la ter • descr ibed them as fo l lows: “They were g iants and d id every th ing

g igant ica l ly . They read huge ly , wro te huge ly , thought huge ly , and drunk huge ly ” (8) . An unk ind

judgment , but how t rue ! Compare wi th th is h is eu logy of V idyasagar , Akshaykumar Dat ta and

others (6-7) , and the soundness of h is observat ion wi l l  be crys ta l c lear . Cons ider a lso how

Michael Madhusudan Dut t por t rayed the Young Bengal in h is br i l l iant farce, Buro Sal iker Ghare

Ro ( 1860) .

Another , exogenous source for ra t iona l ism is to be found in the in t roduct ion of pos i t i v ism in

Bengal . We need not go here into the deta i ls of i ts format ion and i ts impact on the Bengal i

soc ie ty . Suf f ice i t  to say that , un l ike the youth fu l Deroz ians , the pos i t i v is ts in Bengal were

a sober lot , seldom going against the customs of the Hindu society.4 Most of them were wel l-

es tab l ished lawyers , land lords and teachers . In teres t ing ly enough, in a l is t o f cont r ibu tors to

the Ind ian Pos i t i v is t Soc ie ty we f ind , bes ides the expected names of Jogendra Chandra

Ghosh, Nagendra Nath Ghosh and Kr ishna Kamal Bhat tacharya , the names of Janak inath

Ghosha l , bro ther- in- law of Rabindranath Tagore and a moderate Congressman, Hemchandra

Baner jee , presumably the wel l -known poet , and W. C. Bonner jee , f i rs t pres ident o f the Ind ian

Nat iona l Congress . There is another name, Iswar Chunder Banner jee , who cont r ibu ted on ly

once in 1887 (Forbes 113-14). Could this be our very own Iswarchandra Vidyasagar (or Eshwar

Chundra Shurma, as he used to s ign h is le t te rs )? Most probab ly he is . He was a f r iend of

Dwar ika Nath Mi t ra , a famous lawyer who learned French in order to read Auguste Comte in

the or ig ina l .  Sh ibnath Sast r i  records how Vidyasagar used to d iscuss the doct r ines of pos i-

t iv ism wi th Mi t ra and once gave a thorough expos i t ion of th is ph i losophy to the great admi-

ra t ion of Mi t ra and other l is teners (Sast r i  in Biman Basu (ed. ) 22) . There is s t i l l  a copy of

Comte ’s The Catech ism of Pos i t i v ism in V idyasagar ’s much dep le ted pr iva te co l lec t ion now

housed in the Bangiya Sahi tya Par ishat , Ko lka ta . I t  may a lso be noted that Akshaykumar

Dat ta cons idered Bacon and Comte as the two suns in two reg ions [Eng land and France]

(2: 53).

Another name to be remembered in connect ion wi th pos i t i v ism in Bengal is Bank im Chandra

Chat topadhyaya. Before turn ing a devotee of Kr ishna in or around 1874, he had been, as

Dwi jendranath Tagore once branded h im, “a pucca pos i t i v is t ” (Gupta 290) . There are re fer-

ences to Comte, wi th approva l , in Bank im’s ear ly wr i t ings . Even in h is la ter works Comte

seems to cast h is shadow. Benoy Kumar Sarkar once of fe red an equat ion :

“Dharmata t tva” ( “Kr ishnachar i t ra ” ) = Gita X X X X X Comte (48)

which is qu i te appropr ia te .

So great indeed was the inf luence of posi t iv ism on the Engl ish-educated Bengal is that Kenneth

M. Macdonald , the Rev. pro fessor , had to wr i te aga ins t Gi r ish Chandra Ghosh whose journa l ,

The Benga lee , promoted the cause of Comte . Macdonald made use of Nabagopal Mi t ra ’s

Nat iona l Magaz ine in h is po lemics aga ins t The Bengalee .  He a lso de l ivered a speech, “Comte

the Posit ivist” at Canning Insti tute, Howrah. The speech was translated into Bangla as Dhrubabadi

Agast Komt and pub l ished f rom Calcut ta in 1281 BS (1874 CE) . The pos i t i v is ts a l l  over the

wor ld , inc lud ing those of Bengal , were ca l led athe is ts , as Comte h imse l f had set out “ to

examine, on ra t iona l pr inc ip les , ” the form of catech ism for the expos i t ion of h is homespun

“re l ig ion of humani ty ” .

 I propose to end th is br ie f survey by point ing out that a l though the posi t iv is ts , l ike the

Young Bengal , were no better than a smal l el i te group, having l i t t le or no connect ion with the

masses, they cont r ibu ted a most spectacu lar charac ter to Bangla l i te ra ture – Jethamasai in

Rabindranath ’s en igmat ic nove l , Chaturanga (Four Sect ions) .

N o t e sN o t e sN o t e sN o t e sN o t e s

1 The Bangla vers ion, “Padr i o Sishya Sambad” (Rachanabal i 262-63) , does not conta in the

name of Confuc ius ; the las t speech is a l lo t ted to a l l the three d isc ip les .
2 The equat ion is reproduced somewhat d i f ferent ly in N. Biswas ( qtd . B. Bandyopadhyay 30),

A. K. Bhat tacharya (27) and D. Chat topadhyaya (1 12) .
3 For a deta i led analys is see R. Bhat tacharya (2003) 158-71 .
4 A compar ison of Jogendranath Bhat tacharyya ’s Hindu Castes and Sects ( 1896) wi th

Akshaykumar ’s Bharatbarsh iya Upasak Sampraday wi l l  reveal that Bhat tacharyya was not prompted

by any des i re to study “ the menta l d isease” of the people who founded the sects . Dat ta on the other

hand c lear ly s ta tes that he cons idered these re l ig ious sects to be work of menta l aberra t ions (2: 316;

Lahi r i  140-42) .
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[John Somerv i l le ( 13.03.1905-08.01 . 1994) is not very wel l -known in Ind ia . But h is pos i t ion as a

rad ica l ph i losopher and peace act iv is t in the USA wi l l  a lways be remembered by a l l Marx is ts a l l  over

the wor ld . He was born in New York Ci ty and earned three degrees f rom Columbia Univers i ty . From

1935 to 1937 he and his wi fe , Rose Maurer had been in the then USSR and stud ied Sovie t

ph i losophy, both theory and pract ice . This resu l ted in the publ ica t ion of Sovie t Phi losophy : A Study

of Theory and Pract ice in 1946. He rece ived h is Ph. D in 1938 and publ ished h is f i rs t book,

Methodology in Socia l Sc ience in the same year . Af ter re turn ing to USA he jo ined Hunter Col lege

(Ci ty Univers i ty of New York) f i rs t as Inst ruc tor and became a professor emer i tus and stayed there

f rom 1939 to 1967. In 1949 he publ ished The Phi losophy of Peace ,  which Alber t Einste in ca l led ‘ ‘a

s ign of remarkable independence and courage. ’ ’  The Way of Sc ience, I ts Growth and Method (1953)

exhib i ts Somerv i l le ’s in terest in ph i losophy of sc ience. In 1958 he publ ished a reader ca l led Socia l

and Pol i t ica l Phi losophy : Readings f rom Plato to Gandhi ,  which he edi ted wi th Ronald Santon i . His

The Phi losophy of Marx ism came out in 1967. He edi ted Radica l Currents In Contemporary Phi loso-

phy in 1971 . His next work , The Peace Revolu t ion : Ethos and Socia l Process ( 1975) was acc la imed

as ‘ ‘one of the most impor tant books of our t ime’ ’ .  Another work , Sovie t Marx ism and Nuclear War

( 1981) examined Sovie t nuc lear war fare pol icy . F ive of h is ten books on peace and phi losophy were

t rans la ted in to Swedish, Danish, German, Russ ian and Japanese. He was the founding edi tor and

edi tor in ch ie f of t rans la t ion quar ter ly , Sovie t Stud ies in Phi losophy (now Russ ian Stud ies in Phi loso-

phy) f rom 1962-1972.

When the US federa l government brought charges against communis t teachers for un-Amer ican

act iv i t ies under the Smi th Act Somerv i l le appeared as a wi tness and exposed the ro le of the

government in 1950’s . This is documented in h is book, The Communis t Tr ia l and the Amer ican

Trad i t ion ( 1956) .

Somerv i l le and other members of Amer ican Phi losophica l Assoc ia t ion (APA) founded the Socie ty

for the Phi losophica l Study of Dia lec t ica l Mater ia l ism ( la ter , the Socie ty for the Phi losophica l Study

of Marx ism) in 1962 and Somerv i l le became i ts f i rs t pres ident . They organized the f i rs t open d ia logue

between Amer ican and Sovie t ph i losophers on US soi l on December 27, 1963.

Somerv i l le founded severa l peace organizat ions, inc lud ing In ternat iona l Phi losophers for Pre-

vent ion of Nuclear Omnic ide ( the word omnic ide was co ined by h im to mean to ta l annih i la t ion due

to nuc lear ho locaust ) on January 8 in San Diago. He was act ive in the movement for peace and

nuc lear d isarmament through out the per iod of co ld war . His was the vo ice of sani ty and good wi l l .

One fe l low act iv is t descr ibes h im as : ‘ ‘an ext remely sens i t ive and k ind fe l low–very human, very dear ,

wi th a wonder fu l sense of humor . He is what he bel ieves. More  than any man I know, he is a man

of peace. ’ ’  He was awarded Gandhi Peace Pr ize in 1987 and Ber t rand Russel l Peace Award before

t h a t .

Debiprasad Chat topadhyaya f i rs t met Somerv i l le in Varna (Bulgar ia) dur ing the f i f teenth Wor ld

Phi losophica l Congress in 1973. Thei r acquain tance soon matured in to deep f r iendship .

Chat topadhyaya was drawn to the f ight against the threat of omnic ide and act ive ly cooperated wi th

Somerv i l le in promot ing stud ies and research in Marx is t ph i losophy, not on ly in the West but a lso

in count r ies l ike Vie tnam. Somerv i l le had wr i t ten a p lay , The Cr is is deal ing the Miss i le cr is is in Cuba

prompted by US pres ident J . F. Kennedy ’s b lockade in 1962. Some of the le t ters exchanged between

Somerv i l le and Chat topadhyaya refer to th is p lay .

                                                                        Amitava Bhattacharya]
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SOCIETY FOR THE PHILOSOPHICALSOCIETY FOR THE PHILOSOPHICALSOCIETY FOR THE PHILOSOPHICALSOCIETY FOR THE PHILOSOPHICALSOCIETY FOR THE PHILOSOPHICAL

STUDY OF DIALECTICAL MATERIALISMSTUDY OF DIALECTICAL MATERIALISMSTUDY OF DIALECTICAL MATERIALISMSTUDY OF DIALECTICAL MATERIALISMSTUDY OF DIALECTICAL MATERIALISM

MEMBER, INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF SOCIETIES OF PHILOSOPHY

1426 Merr i t t  Dr ive

El Cajon, Cal i fo rn ia 92020

May 26, 1974

Pres ident , John Somerv i l le

Vice Pres ident , Howard Parsons

Secretary-Treas. , Donald Clark Hodges

Dear Debiprasad,

That is sp lend id news you sent me May 2 that your What Is L iv ing and What Is Dead in

Ind ian Phi losophy is in press . I must congratu la te you very warmly on a work of th is immense

scope combined wi th sharp soc ia l re levance. I look forward to read ing i t .  We can arrange

rev iews for i t  in d i f fe rent per iod ica ls , in addi t ion to rev iews that would be done in any case,

and fac i l i ta te orders for i t  through the members of our Soc ie ty .

Your in terest in our work is a source of great encouragement to us. I have asked the

publ isher of Dia logues on the Phi losophy of Marx ism to send you a rev iew copy, which he

is de l ighted to do. Under separate cover I am also sending you two books of mine, The

Phi losophy of Marx ism and The Communis t Tr ia ls and the Amer ican Trad i t ion ,  which may a lso

in terest you in th is connect ion . I ’m very g lad you are go ing to rev iew Parsons ’ Humanism and

Marx ’s Thought .  I d id so here for Science and Soc ie ty shor t ly af ter i t  came out . Just recent ly

he to ld me of your k ind wi l l ingness to suppor t a proposal of our Soc ie ty to organize someth ing

for the 1975 Congress in Ind ia . We apprec ia te th is very much, and are eager to do whatever

would be most usefu l . I would great ly apprec ia te any in format ion you could g ive me about th is

Congress ( I have rece ived none so far ) , and the best way to go about present ing a proposal

f rom our Soc ie ty .

The focus of my work cont inues to be the peace prob lem –– spec i f ica l ly to t ry to make

the Amer ican publ ic and the scholar ly communi ty face the fac ts which now const i tu te th is

prob lem. In re la t ion to the ‘ ‘c razy dec is ion , ’ ’  as you r ight ly put i t ,  I am in process of wr i t ing

to the surv iv ing members ( the major i ty are s t i l l  l i v ing) of the Execut ive Commit tee which

adv ised and ass is ted Pres ident Kennedy to make th is dec is ion , ask ing each of them how he

jus t i f ied i t ,  in l igh t o f the c i rcumstances as s ince revealed by Rober t Kennedy. I t wi l l  be

s ign i f icant to see what they say –– or don’ t say .

Wi th cord ia l regards and a l l  best wishes,

S i n c e r e l y ,

John Somerv i l le

SOCIETY FOR THE PHILOSOPHICALSOCIETY FOR THE PHILOSOPHICALSOCIETY FOR THE PHILOSOPHICALSOCIETY FOR THE PHILOSOPHICALSOCIETY FOR THE PHILOSOPHICAL

STUDY OF MARXISMSTUDY OF MARXISMSTUDY OF MARXISMSTUDY OF MARXISMSTUDY OF MARXISM

MEMBER, INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF SOCIETIES OF PHILOSOPHY

1426 Merr i t t  Dr ive

El Cajon, Cal i fo rn ia 92020

May 6, 1980

Pres ident , John Somerv i l le

Vice Pres ident , Howard L. Parsons

Secretary-Treas. , Donald Clark Hodges

Publ ica t ions Sec. Y. , Dale Riepe

Dear Debiprasad,

I am glad to repor t that the Greenwood Press of Westpor t , Connect icu t wi l l  pub l ish an

Engl ish language edi t ion of se lec ted ar t ic les re la t ing to the Proceedings of the Col loqu ium on

Technology Peace and Contemporary Marx ism of the XVth Wor ld Congrees of Phi losophy.

Your Paper on ‘ ‘Nuc lear Weapons, Wor ld Peace and Contemporary Marx ism’ ’ has been se-

lec ted for inc lus ion in the vo lume which is be ing publ ished as an educat iona l cont r ibut ion to

the st rengthen ing of wor ld peace and peacefu l coex is tence through respons ib le scholarsh ip

and mutua l unders tand ing.

You wi l l  rece ive a le t ter and re lease form f rom Greenwood Press which is under tak ing to

send to each author twenty- f ive repr in ts of h is paper together wi th one copy of the vo lume as

a whole . Your s ignature on the re lease form is requested in order to assure prompt publ ica t ion

of the vo lume which is urgent ly needed at th is t ime.

The growing atmosphere border ing on war hyster ia which mul t ip l ies d is tor t ions and exag-

gerat ions must be counteracted by respons ib le knowledge. Your paper wi l l  be a very va luab le

addi t ion to the k ind of knowledge that can cont r ibute to the fu l f i l lment of th is educat iona l task

which is now more necessary than ever .

For the l is t ing of ‘ ‘Notes About the Authors ’ ’  p lease send me as soon as poss ib le a br ie f

s ta tement of your cur r icu lum v i ta inc lud ing academic posts , t i t les of pr inc ipa l works , research

pro jec ts and act iv i t ies . The sta tement should not exceed one hundred words .

Wi th best wishes and cord ia l regards .

S incere ly yours ,

John Somerv i l le

Greet ings dear f r iend! I hope a l l Ras been going wel l wi th you and your sp lend id work . You

wi l l  see f rom the enc losed ‘ ‘My acc ident ’ ’ ,  I suf fered a temporary set- fack , but I am now

almost fu l ly recovered. As you doubt less know, our po l i t i ca l a tmosphere has grown much

worse and because of that I am al l the more happy to send you the le t ter above. The enc losed

mater ia ls wi l l  a lso in terest you look ing forward to your news, wi th best wishes f rom al l o f us

h e r e .

J o h n
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1426 Merr i t t  Dr ive

El Cajon, Cal i fo rn ia 92020

Telephone (714) 447-1641

May 31 , 1974

Dear Debiprasad,

I t rus t you rece ived the cablegram I jus t sent you: ‘ ‘Do not use scr ip t . Copyr ight prob lem.

Let ter fo l lowing. ’ ’

Le t me expla in the s i tuat ion . Perhaps there is no great d i f f i cu l ty invo lved, but i t  is wel l to

be on the safe s ide in any event . As you may know, there is a copyr ight regu la t ion in th is

count ry that , for any publ ica t ion use ( inc lud ing rad io and TV) quoted mater ia l should not

exceed a few hundred words wi thout the permiss ion of the copyr ight owner . I was under the

impress ion that the fac t that my German publ isher owns the German copyr ight would be

suf f ic ient for lengthy quota t ions in other fore ign count r ies , but i t  appears that th is is not the

case. Therefore , p lease le t me know i f or when you have found a journa l or other medium

(name and address) that is prepared to use the scr ip t , and I wi l l  immedia te ly take the

necessary s teps here and send you the of f ic ia l permiss ion of the Engl ish language copyr ight

owner in advance of publ ica t ion in Ind ia .

I must apolog ize for any t roub le th is may cause you and your co l leagues, and I hope i t

w i l l  on ly mean a temporary de lay .

Wi th great regret and a l l  best wishes,

S i n c e r e l y ,

P.S. I t rus t you have a lso rece ived my le t ter of May 26. .                       John

1426 Merr i t t  Dr ive

El Cajon, Cal i fo rn ia 92020

July 31 , 1974

Dear Debiprasad,

Th is is jus t a quick word to say & need to know as soon as poss ib le whether or not ‘ ‘How

the Wor ld a lmost Ended’ ’ was pr in ted. I am st i l l  in process of negot ia t ions about the copyr ight .

The pr in t ing should he delayed unt i l  copyr ight permiss ion has been obta ined. In Raste , and

wi th a l l  best wishes and k indest regards ,

S i n c e r e l y

J o h n

1426 Merr i t t  Dr ive

El Cajon, Cal i fo rn ia 92020

Telephone (714) 447-1641

September 29, 1974

Dear Debiprasad,

I hope you are now fu l ly recovered f rom the in jur ies you suf fered in the acc ident about

which you wrote me in yours of Aug. 8. I had been hoping every week to be able to send you

news of some development in the copyr ight s i tuat ion here , but I have unable , in sp i te of

severa l more le t ters , to obta in the permiss ion of the publ ishers of Kennedy ’s book to use the

extens ive quota t ions f rom i t in my scr ip t . Yet they do not exp l ic i t l y re fuse.

Meanwhi le , as th is sub jec t seems to haunt me, and wi l l  not le t me turn away f rom i t ,  I

conce ived of an approach more dramat ic than the scr ip t , and which would not invo lve the

copyr ight prob lem at a l l  –– namely , a p lay . I on ly hope I ’m equal to i ts cha l lenge. At any ra te

I ’ve wr i t ten a four-act p lay about i t ,  The Cr is is ,  a copy of which I am ai rmai l ing you under

separate cover . I t is des igned both for publ ica t ion and for per formance, and for document ing

the t ru th of what i t presents about the main prob lem. As the Preface sta tes : ‘ ‘The numbers

appear ing in the le f t hand marg ins of our tex t re fer to the pages of Kennedy ’s book which

substant ia te the h is tor ica l accuracy of the sta tements be ing made at that po in t in the p lay . ’ ’

A f ter you ’ve had a chance to read i t p lease g ive me your f rank cr i t i c ism of i t and of i ts

poss ib le usefu lness as a subst i tu te for the scr ip t .

I  hope you have by now rece ived the copy of our Soc ie ty ’s Proceedings vo lume which

I ins t ruc ted Greenwood Press to send you, Dia logues on the Phi losophy of Marx ism .  My

In t roduct ion to that a lso g ives some of the background and h is tory of our Soc ie ty . I must a lso

hold you to your promise to send me a copy of the work you are doing that you refer red to

in your le t ter of Ju ly 3. I would be g lad to g ive you my thoughts about i t for whatever va lue

they may have.

We have had no word whatever about the for thcoming Congress that Pandaya is organ-

iz ing . Is i t  poss ib le he is re f ra in ing f rom sending us communicat ions because he cons iders

us too rad ica l? I do not know him personal ly . I put th is on ly as a specu la t ive poss ib i l i ty . I

haven’ t heard f rom Kavi ra j , who I a lso do not know, nor has there been any new word f rom

ei ther Vie tnam or China.

I have star ted to wr i te to the l iv ing surv ivors of the group of Amer ican government of f ic ia ls

who made the incred ib le dec is ions dur ing the Cuban miss i le cr is is , as descr ibed by Rober t

Kennedy in h is book. I have some very in terest ing rep l ied so far . Did I te l l  you that an

Amer ican publ isher has at las t been found for my book, The Peace Revolu t ion : Ethos and

Soc ia l Process which has a l ready been out in German s ince ear ly summer and wi l l  appear

in Japanese in December? The Amer ican edi t ion is scheduled for February , 1975, and I ’ l l  be

g lad to send you a copy of i t .

Wi th a l l  best wishes to you and cord ia l greet ings to your co l leagues,

S i n c e r e l y ,

J o h n

1426 Merr i t t  Dr ive

El Cajon, Cal i fo rn ia 92020

Telephone (714) 447-1641

December 28, 1974

Dear Debiprasad,

I was very sor ry to learn about your in tes t ina l t roub le . But of course you must fo l low the

medica l adv ice . I too have had many heal th prob lems, main ly resp i ra tory . I a lways fe l t so

aggravated and f rust rated by the need to spend t ime in the hospi ta l or in bed that I would rebel

and d isregard good adv ice . But I found f rom long exper ience that more t ime is los t that way.

The best way is to res ign yourse l f to whatever is necessary for your heal th , no mat ter how

long i t takes. Whi le you ’ re in bed or hosp i ta l ,  i f  you can ’ t wr i te then catch up on your read ing,

and i f you can ’ t read, l is ten to rad io or TV. In any case, cons ider i t t ime wel l spent .

I mysel f was prevented f rom going to the Ber l in Congress , though I had an inv i ta t ion . I

ar ranged wi th our mutua l f r iend Dale Riepe that he should go, but at the las t minute he could

not obta in the necessary money, and a lso had t roub le wi th h is back, so he too missed i t .

Thank you very much for your good words about The Cr is is .  There is no copyr ight prob lem



about the p lay at a l l .  I a lone have the or ig ina l copyr ight , and no permiss ion is necessary f rom

any Amer ican publ isher . I rea l ize that an Amer ican edi t ion would probably be too cost ly in

Ind ia . Therefore , I would welcome separate ar rangements for Ind ia . Please fee l f ree, when your

heal th permi ts , to make whatever ar rangements you th ink would be good for an Ind ian edi t ion

of the p lay in Engl ish or t rans la ted in to any Ind ian Language, a lso for any stage product ion

of the play. I f there are any royal t ies, I want you to have them to assis t your own work. Please

accept th is as a mat ter of course. I am not tak ing roya l t ies in Japan, e i ther .

Wi th a l l  best wishes to you and your fami ly f rom us here for a New Year of happiness

and peace,

S i n c e r e l y ,

John Somerv i l le

1426 Merr i t t  Dr ive

El Cajon, Cal i fo rn ia 92020

Telephone (714) 447-1641

January 29, 1975

Dear Debiprasad,

I was very g lad to learn f rom your le t ter that your operat ion is over , and that you are

look ing forward to be ing up and about in the beginn ing of February . I am most grate fu l to you

for tak ing the p lay in hand even whi le you are conf ined to bed recover ing f rom the operat ion .

You are set t ing an example for a l l  o f us , but I must ins is t that you be carefu l not to tax your

s t rength unduly .

The sp lend id resu l ts of your ef for ts in re la t ion to publ ica t ion of the p lay made me very

happy. Enc losed is the le t ter you suggested I wr i te . I f there is anyth ing fur ther needed, p lease

le t me know. I cou ld not ask anyth ing bet ter than that you should wr i te an In t roduct ion for i t ,

and i f you wish, I sha l l be g lad to look i t over for the fac tua l re ferences.

P lease take good care of yourse l f ,  and husband your s t rength in th is per iod of conva les-

c e n c e .

A l l  best wishes and grat i tude,

S i n c e r e l y ,

John Somerv i l le

1426 Merr i t t  Dr ive

El Cajon, Cal i fo rn ia 92020

Telephone (714) 447-1641

June 8, 1975

Dear Debiprasad,

How are you, dear f r iend? I hope th ings have gone wel l wi th your heal th s ince las t I heard

f rom you. I don ’ t know whether you have a copy of Rober t Kennedy ’s book, enc losed. I

recent ly obta ined a few; i t is good for you to have the or ig ina l documentat ion i t conta ins .

Let me br ing you up to date on the p lay . The f i rs t publ ished edi t ion came out in Germany,

f rom Ver lag Darmstadter Bla t ter . Th is publ isher a lso bought up the r ights for new German

t rans la t ion of Thi r teen Days .  Th is has been publ ished wi th my In t roduct ion and commentary

br ing ing out i ts fa te fu l s ign i f icance as aunique h is tor ica l document .

In February ar rangements were completed wi th Iwanami Shoten Publ ishers , Tokyo, to

br ing out a 1975 edi t ion in Japanese, wi th a f i rs t pr in t ing of 50,000 copies . Iwanami Shoten

is one of the largest publ ish ing houses in Japan, and they must have g iven i t some advance

not ice . An ar t ic le about my work af terwards appeared in Main ich i Shimbun .  a tokyo dai ly wi th

nat ionwide c i rcu la t ion of f ive mi l l ion , and I recent ly rece ived a request for an in terv iew f rom

the i r s ta f f wr i ter , S. Kikuzumi , who wi l l  come here June 23. No doubt the s i tuat ion and prob lem

brought out by the p lay wi l l  be the cent ra l par t o f the in terv iew.

I hope these events wi l l  he lp towards encourag ing an Amer ican publ isher to br ing out the

p lay here , where i t is most needed and wi l l  do most good. This is now t ruer than ever in the

wake of the t remendous defeat suf fered by Amer ican imper ia l ism in Southeast As ia , because

of the danger that i ts leaders wi l l  a t tempt to restore the i r image and recoup the i r losses by

throwing the i r mi l i ta ry weight around, as in the Mayaguez inc ident , and in the i r exp l ic i t  threats

of ‘ ‘mi l i ta ry measures ’ ’  (K iss inger) agains t Arab sta tes over o i l .  An Ind ian ed i t ion would a lso

be very he lp fu l in re la t ion to Amer ican publ ic op in ion .

P lease le t me know how th ings stand now, most impor tant ly wi th your heal th , and

secondar l i l y wi th the publ ica t ion s i tuat ion .

Wi th a l l  best wishes to you and your fami ly ,

S i n c e r e l y ,

J o h n

1426 Merr i t t  Dr ive

El Cajon, Cal i fo rn ia 92020

Telephone (714) 447-1641

July 27, 1975

Dear Debiprasad,

Our recent le t ters crossed in the mai ls , and I want to reassure you beyond any doubt that

you have noth ing to ask pardon for . I t is on ly for me to thank you hear t i l y once again for a l l

your k ind ef for ts . The resu l ts were not wi th in your cont ro l .

Now you have addi t iona l prob lems to contend wi th in your count ry . I am hoping to have

your eva luat ion of those unexpected deve lopments .

Meanwhi le p lease accept some recent wr i t ings of mine which I am ai rmai l ing you under

separate cover . The papers have not yet been publ ished here . I f you can make use of any

of them in pr in t , I g ive you a l l  r ights for publ ica t ion in Ind ia in any language.

You wi l l  be rece iv ing , or perhaps have a l ready rece ived f rom the Amer ican publ isher a

copy of my The Peace Revolu t ion , Ethos and Soc ia l Process ,  which I hope you may be able

to rev iew in one of your journa ls .

Soon I wi l l  be going to Varna again , for our Bulgar ian–Amer ican phi losophy conference,

where I wi l l  present the papers on Peacefu l Coex is tence and Soc ia l Progress . I sha l l  miss you

there where we had such good t imes together , and convey your warm greet ings to our mutua l

f r i e n d s .

Wi th a l l  best wishes as ever ,

S i n c e r e l y ,

J o h n

1426 Merr i t t  Dr ive

El Cajon, Cal i fo rn ia 92020

Telephone (714) 447-1641

February 7, 1976

Dear Debiprasad,

I t was ext remely k ind of you to send me, by way of Howard, such a beaut i fu l g i f t .  Many

thanks for th is personal remembrance that I am very g lad to have.

I hope your heal th has improved. These th ings take some t ime, as I know f rom exper i-
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ence. We are a lways impat ient , but mother nature can ’ t be hurr ied . I envy Howard the happy

oppor tun i ty he had to ta lk wi th you again , and to meet your wonder fu l fami ly . He a lso to ld me

of your in terest in a vo lume on the h is tory of ph i losophy. You can a lways count on my

cooperat ion in anyth ing you do.

I t rus t you rece ived f rom the publ isher a copy of my 1975 book, The Peace Revolu t ion ,

and f rom me di rec t ly , the unpubl ished papers , and the N.Y. T imes and Main ich i Shimbun

mater ia ls . S ince I las t wrote you, The Cr is is was publ ished in Japan, and a second pr in t ing

of The Peace Revolu t ion .  A lso , negot ia t ions are under way there towards put t ing the p lay on

the stage. But I s t i l l  have no Amer ican publ isher for i t .  In sp i te of a l l  the ta lk about detente

the spi r i t  o f the cold war is st rong here, and the open threats of nuc lear war against the Sovie t

Union, publ ic ly pronounced f rom the h ighest government quar ters , are worse than ever .

We are work ing hard now on a l l the p lans to rece ive the ten Bulgar ian scholars here for

three weeks of conferences th is coming summer . I cer ta in ly wish you were coming a long wi th

them. Between Dale Riepe, Howard Parsons and mysel f ,  we must f ind some way to have you

inv i ted here for some per iod of t ime convenient to you, which prov ides an honorar ium and

covers a l l  expenses inc lud ing in ternat iona l t rave l . We wi l l  keep look ing for th is . By the way,

do you have in mind to at tend the Dusseldor f Wor ld Congress of 1978? I s t rong ly recom-

mended to the Amer ican, Peter Caws (who sopke, a long wi th you and others the las t day at

Varna) that he inv i te you to New York in October to speak at the spec ia l B icentennia l

sympos ium sponsored by our Amer ican Phi losophica l Assoc ia t ion wi th some 5,000 members .

He is the Di rec tor of the symposium which has government money to inv i te some dis t in-

gu ished fore ign ph i losophers . But I suppose he thought your ph i losophy was too revo lu t ionary

to be presented on the occas ion which is supposed to commemorate the Amer ican Revolu t ion !

Wi th renewed thnks and a l l  best wishes,

S i n c e r e l y ,

John Somerv i l le

Dear Debiprasad, many thanks for your he lp , and for your sp led id cont r ibut ions in Varna.

J o h n

1426 Merr i t t  Dr ive

El Cajon, Cal i fo rn ia 92020

Telephone (714) 447-1641

October 19, 1973

Professor Pham-nhu-Cuong, Di rec tor ,

Ins t i tu te of Phi losophy, Academy of Sc iences DRV.

Hanoi , Democrat ic Republ ic of Vie tnam

Dear Professor Pham,

I was very g lad that the Varna Congress gave me the oppor tun i ty to meet wi th you and

your co l league, Professor Dang, to d iscuss ph i losophica l quest ions wi th you, and to p lan for

fur ther mutua l re la t ions in the sp i r i t  o f f r iendsh ip and cooperat ion . I espec ia l ly wish to thank

you, in the name of the VI th Col loqu ium, for your ext remely va luab le paper !

Let me conf i rm in th is le t ter my unders tand ing of the agreement in pr inc ip le between us-

Pham ( Ins t i tu te of Phi losophy, Academy of Sc iences, DRV) , Somerv i l le (Soc ie ty for the

Phi losophica l Study of Dia lec t ica l Mater ia l ism, USA) , Shibata (Soc ie ty for Mater ia l is t ic Phi-

losophy, Japan) . Chat topadhyaya (Cent re for Stud ies in Soc ia l Sc iences, Ind ia) –– to par t ic i -

pate in a phi losophica l conference in Hanoi , for about f ive days of the f i rs t week of August ,
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1974. The Amer ican group wi l l  number about n ine ( the ph i losophica l de legat ion which wi l l  a lso

v is i t  the People ’s Republ ic of China) .

The main themes of the conference wi l l  be : ‘ ‘The St rugg le Against Neo-Colon ia l ism’ ’ and

‘ ‘The Format ion of the New Person. ’ ’  Var ious aspects of these themes are to be deal t wi th

in prepared papers and d iscuss ions .

In addi t ion , a l low me to propose that the conference inc lude the exchange of pr in ted

mater ia ls , and the d iscuss ion of ways and means of cont inu ing these and other forms of

ph i losophica l exchanges and cooperat ion .

We of the Soc ie ty for the Phi losophica l Study of Dia lec t ica l Mater ia l ism are ready, and

wi l l  be very g lad to take par t in such a conference, and to cont inue such cooperat ion .

Wi th warm greet ings to you and to a l l  your co l leagues f rom al l the members of our Soc ie ty ,

S incere ly yours ,

John Somerv i l le

P r e s i d e n t

Copies to : Professor Shibata ,

Professor Chat topadhyaya,

Professor Shibata

1426 Merr i t t  Dr ive

El Cajon, Cal i fo rn ia 92020

Telephone (714) 447-1641

January 12, 1977

Dear Debiprasad,

Many thanks for your le t ter of December 26, and for the good wishes f rom yourse l f and

Alaka which I and Rose (my wi fe) hear t i l y rec iprocate .

Many thanks a lso for prepar ing a rev iew of The Cr is is .  I t  is a very smal l p iece of work

compared to your vo lume, What Is L iv ing and What Is Dead in Ind ian Phi losophy .  I am only

af ra id that my background of knowledge about Ind ian ph i losophy is as smal l as my in teres t

is great , but i f  my stand ing as an outs ider , pro fess iona l ly speak ing, does not become a barr ie r ,

I  wi l l  do my best for a suppor t ing rev iew. Regret fu l ly , my recent work has been such as st i l l

go leave me no t ime for read ing, so that I have as yet had no chance to begin your book.

In regard to the Dusseldor f Congress, I hope there wi l l  be an oppor tun i ty , as there was

for Varna in ’73, to emphas ize to those making the f inanc ia l dec is ions the necess i ty of

ass is t ing a phi losopher of your wor ld s tand ing in order that he should be present to make h is

cont r ibut ion in person at a wor ld congress . Have you seen the Fi rs t Ci rcu lar? I f not , you should

request one f rom the Congress Secretar ia t , the address of which is Ins t i tu te des Sciences

Exactes , 5 Sid lers t rasse, CH-3012, Berne, Swi tzer land. I ’ l l  do anyth ing I can in your behal f .

Science and Soc ie ty in Anc ient Ind ia is an exce l lent theme and t i t le , and I am happy to

learn that th is new work of yours is now going to the pr in ter . By co inc idence, the pr in ter of

The Cr is is here is now doing an addi t iona l 1 ,500 copies . A number of pro fessors want to

ass ign i t for read ing in var ious courses deal ing wi th contemporary prob lems. In th is connect ion

I should be g lad to send a compl imentary copy to any of your f r iends or co l leagues, or to

per iod ica ls or l ib rar ies which might g ive i t some not ice . I can eas i ly set as ide 20 or 30 copies

for that purpose.

Wi th a l l  best wishes,

S i n c e r e l y ,

J o h n
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From the Desk of the Mind-Painter

Metamorphosis of Obsession

Bhaswat i was a b i t obst ina te , indomi tab le though she was qu ie t popu lar in her Col lege days .

There was no convent ion to bu i ld organ isa t ion among g i r ls in those days otherwise wi th so

much leadersh ip qua l i t ies she would be a leader . Severa l t imes she s tood aga ins t those

teachers who made derogatory remarks aga ins t women. Once water supp ly of the hoste l was

jeopard ised for many days . She gave the leadersh ip to gherao the Pr inc ipa l wi th the demand

of regu lar water supp ly . Her co l legemates regu lar consu l ted her in any prob lem. She was

a lways ready for anybody 's ca l l  and d id not cons ider the consequences . She was e lec ted as

c lass representa t ive in the Col lege Union . However in the long run she fa i led to accomodate

the par ty d ic ta tes and le f t the Union . She was awarded Si lver medal in the In ter-Col lege

rec i ta t ion compet i t ion . Her fa ther was moody, very s t rong in persona l i ty and author i ta t ive . She

could not abide by her father and cont inue her Universi ty studies by her own earnings through

pr iva te tu t ions .

A lso she cou ld not accept the doc i le persona l i ty o f her innocent mother . She had sym-

pathy and p i ty for her mother 's suf fe r ings . She deve loped an imos i ty aga ins t her fa ther 's male

chauvan ism but as ton ish ing ly she in terna l ised the same wi th in her  . Th is ambiva lence aga ins t

her fa ther has t ransformed her ambiva lence against the male c lass . She di f fuse herse l f in the

externa l wor ld on that t ime wi th th is ambiva lence. Dur ing th is t ime she fanat ica l ly searched

for a job , prepared herse l f fo r the compet i t i ve tes ts , engaged herse l f on pr iva te tu t ions . She

also par t ic ipated in rec i ta t ion compet i t ion , coach the younger for rec i ta t ion . She cons idered her

women fo lk as large ly marra ige-cent red , mean-minded, beauty-consc ious c lass who were

a lways depended on man and had no sense of d ign i ty . So as she crossed the boundary of

Col lege-Univers i ty she avoid female f r iends. On the other hand in her work ing place she open

hear ted ly deve loped var ious co-opera t ive , sympathet ic , he lp ing re la t ionsh ip wi th her  male

co l leagues and th is re la t ionsh ips were much more l ive and v ibrant . But  when ever th is

re la t ionsh ip deve loped wi th some amount o f in t imacy , Bhaswat i sensed the i r inner pat r iach

fee l ing and s tunned by observ ing the i r l im i ta t ions . Perhaps she was a b i t choosy regard ing

se lec t ion of par tner . But her a l legat ions were a lso va l id .

Once she found some amount o f l i veness wi th in one thought fu l ,  apparent ly detached,

poet ic , beared e lder bro ther . But wi th in few weeks she became consc ious . He recogn ised h im

as a born-escap is t who on ly wanted to ident i fy h imse l f as a poet in gesture , o therwise had

a tendency to escape f rom every th ing . But be ing a women she had some age-per iod and

within this period she had to marry. At the end of this cri t ical period Bhaswati 's self confidence

ul t imately shattered. Internal ly wi th in a short per iod she changed a lot . She lost her conf idence

on man and at last marr ied an innocent person negot ia ted by her parents . She wi thdrew from

the outer wor ld and entered in to the so ca l led marr ied hub decora ted by f lowers gate and

bannana t ree .

But this internal wor ld is qui te di f ferent . I t is unknown to her, i t is otherwise. She appre-

hended that she had reached in an unknown wor ld sever ing a l l  re la t ionsh ip wi th her prev ious

re la t ives . She deve loped numbness of her ex t remet ies . Her s t rong fac ia l gesture automat ica l ly

van ished. In every s tep she fe l t  as an embarrased newly wed br ide .

Her in- law 's  whole house is packed wi th conservat ive mater ia ls . Regular she had to

supp ly hot water and f resh garments to the aged fa ther- in- law spec ia l ly when he got prepa-

rat ion to go outside. He is i l l- tempered. For any faults and fai l ings this  reserved man became

more dreadfu l ly g loomy and dark . The same Bhaswat i who once pro tes ted in any ocass ion

of impropr ie ty and in jus t ice , was now a lways fe l t  anx ie ty , tens ion and pa lp i ta t ion . She deve l-

oped also vert igo. Once or twice she tr ied to say something but gett ing a rebuff she visual ised

her future as a huge barren field where she had no place to escape or to stand independently.

So she kept mum and suf fe red f rom suppressed gr ie f wi th in herse l f .  She apprehend i f  she

would face such quest ion , "A l l  r igh t you can go anywhere" then what would be her pos i t ion?

I f there was any feud among the fami ly members immedia te ly she fe l t  t ing l ing sensat ion at

the ext remet ies and pa lp i ta t ion . I f  she took d inner a t la te hours she suf fe red f rom ac id i ty .

Many a days i t is la te .

Gradual ly she concent ra ted herse l f how she cou ld manage proper ly the dut ies and respon-

s ib i l i t ies as a housewi fe . She t r ied hard and deve loped more and more per fec t ion . She t r ied

to keep the house neat and c lean and in re turn got much pra ise be ing a good respons ib le

housekeeper . Th is was the on ly asset o f Bhaswat i .  But she deve loped insomnia and s tar t l ing

react ion at night sleep. Through out day and night she fel t a pecul iar uneasiness. As long she

was engaged in wash ing bas in , u tens i ls , k i tchen s lab she fe l t  some amount o f comfor t .

Because th is act of c leaning temporar i ly gave her some re l ie f . She did not fe l l such re l ie f in

any work . Aga in and aga in she rear ranged her k i tchen. Though a lways she thought that she

had fa i led to c lean the mater ia ls proper ly . So again she star ted cleaning. Repeatedly doing al l

th is th ings she deve loped a hab i t o f wash ing hands . Opening the tap she v isua l ised the

runn ing water t r ick led down over her hands, f ingers and she fe l t  re l ieved. Th is is the on ly

sat is fac t ion she perce ived.

She lost any source of pleasure in her l i fe except this habit of compulsive cleanl iness and

she became addic ted to i t .  When swi tched of f f rom th is per formance immedia te ly she became

tense, res t less and began to ruminate of unc lean l iness . And aga in to get re l ie f she s tar ted

c lean ing and then on ly her tens ion van ished. Bhaswat i is very much eager to know  why i t

i s happening so?

– One thing you can easi ly understand, so long you are engaged in cleaning process, you

are sat is f ied and contended wi th in i t .  Whenever you f in ish the job you fee l tens ion. So i t is

obv ious that your habi t of c lea l iness t ry to h ide some deep inner tens ion. Your express ion of

wish, intent ion, wi l l , anger , protest are al l thwarted. Your deep sense real ise that you have to

accept a l l  th is th ings . There is no opt ion . But whenever you do not accept th is mat ters i t

c reates a s ta te of tense, insecure cond i t ion . So you deve lop th is inner acute tens ion and

rest lessness extending through out your l i fe and i t is d i f f icu l t to endure i t . I t is a lso di f f icu l t

to face i t .  So whenever you fee l tha t your hands are unc lean you engage yourse l f  in the

washing act . In th is process you get an excuse not to bother about the unclean mater ia ls of

your l i fe . Your mind is then very much eager for a l i t t le t ranqua l i ty and sat is fac t ion wi thout

which your brain would be exhausted and then only it is easiest way to find out a path of relief
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and that is c lean ing your hands .

So days af ter days you put your consc iousness conf ined in a smal l bas in . You v igorous ly

cover up your inner sense of uncleanliness or crisis of life by washing the filth in a small basin.

You try to clean the basin with all your effort. Whenever you stop doing this you start realising

actual crisis of your l i fe. But your power to suppress this crisis gradually become thin and thin.

At th is junc ture your so ca l led 'wash ing mania '  reaches in such a s ta te that you fee l you

become mad. You lost al l your senses. Every second of your l i fe do not f ind any ray of hope.

In every second you have to pro tec t yourse l f wi th th is ac t o f c lean l iness .

In our soc ie ty we f ind th is prob lem among our women fo lk in a lmost every househo lds .

It is needless to say that it is due to their insecurity of l i fe and lack of freedom. Astonishingly

a l l  th is fee l ing of unc lean l iness van ish when they v is i t  any re la t ive 's house or fa ther 's house.

There they do not feel anything unclean. Is i t not pecul iar that feel ing of uncleanl iness change

in different places? The place where they reside is the place most unclean. So there is a deep

sense of re jec t ion of tha t househo ld env i ronment and there her s ta tus a lso . But she has to

accept a l l  th is th ing in terna l ly . So she consc ious ly dece ives herse l f wi th the act o f c lean ing

the bas in , k i tchen s lab , dra in etc . and she th inks i t  is suf f ic ien t .

This much th is story is fami l iar . We know th is story of obsessive compuls ive disorder . But

today 's s tory is a b i t d i f fe rent where Bhaswat i ' s s tory makes a turn ing po in t tha t we do not

fami l ia r wi th . One day she was hur r ied ly cross ing the ra i lway l ines at the leve l cross ing .

Suddenly one t ra in crossed and there is an uproar – one person has been knocked down by

t ra in . Wi th in a moment an amputed hand was thrown bes ide the legs of Bhaswat i .  Perhaps

few drops of b lood spr ink led on her garments and Bhaswat i fe l t  unconsc ious . A smal l c rowd

enc i rc led her .

Af te r th is inc ident Bhaswat i ' s menta l prob lems had comple te ly changed. The fear o f d i r ty

th ings , 'wash ing mania '  and repugnance every th ing had van ished. Now she s tar ted fear o f

blood, fear of red colour and subsequent ly reluctant to use vermal l ion over her forehead. Apart

she started fear of running trains, rai l roads, whist le of trains etc. . There was a rai lway l ine at

a short distance of her residence. The window of the side of the rai lway l ine remained closed

permanent ly . I t was c losed by nai ls . Prev ious ly she crossed the ra i l l ine to take her chi ld to

the private tutor 's home. Now it became impossible for her to do this job. So one rickshawpuller

was engaged for th is job .

For fear o f cross ing the ra i l  l ine Bhaswat i cur ta i led her many domest ic works . Now she

d id not fear o f d i r ty th ings . Ins tead whole day her on ly concern was the sound and whis t le

o f t ra in . She searched b lood everywhere and cou ld not to lera te any red co loured mater ia l .

Prev ious ly her 'wash ing mania '  d id not respond to any t reatment but v isua l is ing the deadbody

of the t ra in acc ident her nagg ing age-o ld obsess ion comple te ly van ished wi th in a moment . I f

th is thing happened in her col lege days i t was sure that Bhaswat i would rush to that body to

manage the inc ident proper ly . I t  was a mat ter o f great as ton ishment to see such type of

change of charac ter . Now the whole person had changed.

Perhaps the fear o f d i r ty th ings and the wash ing mania cou ld not cover up the deep ly

embeded insecur i ty and fear o f Bhaswat i .  Prev ious ly every t ime she was overwhelmed wi th

her 'washing mania' but that was not enough to put it out of view from her inner tension. She

was fai l ing to conceal the whole thing. On the otherhand that incident of train accident created

such an intense fear that actually could put out of view her all sorts of fear and anxiety. That

was the inner sel f of Bhaswat i shi f ted her fear from one object to another object . She wanted

to get rid of her internal fear at the cost of external fear. Or we can say when this new fear

engul fed and covered up the ex is t ing o ld fear , so immedia te ly Bhaswat i fe l t re l ieved f rom her

ex is t ing o ld fear . So she sh i f ted herse l f to the new fear , new type of i l lness . To cross the

ocean of deeply embeded fear she needs a transporter of new fear. Now she was more or less

happi ly engaged throughout the day with the sounds and whist le of train, searching blood stain,

red co lour e tc . .

That day 's s i t t ing was at the c lose end. Bhaswat i was very much engrossed to hear the

ana lys is o f the cause of her menta l i l lness f rom my mouth . Suddenly her a t ten t ion d iver ted

it was found, for any reason. Something could be visible over her face. She was a bit restless.

Probably she was paying at tent ion to some other business. Probably she had heard the sound

of a runn ing t ra in because my c l in ic was jus t by the s ide of the ra i lway s ta t ion .

Las t ly I had suggested Bhaswat i tha t she shou ld incu lca te and g ive soc ia l express ion of

her in te l l igence, emot ion , creat iv i ty . Otherwise she had to face th is metamorphos is o f her

obsession again and again from dirty things to blood, from blood to fear of i l lness, from il lness

to fear of death etc . . I t was very d i f f icu l t for her to emancipate f rom that fear . She had to

prac t ice on such th ings out o f p leasure on which she had some in teres t .  Wi th th is soc ia l

express ion then she cou ld in tegra te herse l f wi th others and externa l wor ld would be much

b e t t e r .
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